
Easter Outreach Offering
by Mary Martin

Outreach  at Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist is about doing--it's about 
being God's hands, feet, and heart. Here 
at Hennepin, we engage in  risk-
taking  mission in an effort to  heal our 
broken world. 

At Christmastime, your generous gifts went to support 
the Syrian refugees and their valiant struggle to turn 
toward home.  Together, we raised enough money to 
make 2760 UMCOR Health Kits, and send funds to the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief on top of that.

This Easter, your gifts will go to support an effort to 
heal our world a bit closer to home--
to an organization that partners with 
MNIC, the alternative high school 
housed at Hennepin Church, to 
empower youth through hands-on 
learning and at the same time 
develop innovative sustainable 
farming practices to ensure that fewer 

and fewer people know the pain of hunger.  
Spark-Y  is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization run for 

youth, by youth that empowers youth through hands-on 
education rooted in sustainability and 
entrepreneurship, scaled to a learning 
lab for the average-sized science class.  
Spark-Y helps youth of  all backgrounds  discover 
knowledge and empowerment through programs 
focused on urban agriculture systems including: 
aquaponics, vermicomposting, algae cultivation, and 
mushroom cultivation. The framework of curriculum 
addresses systemic problems such as pollution, 
environmental degradation, economic inequality, 
financial uncertainty, job scarcity, and public health 
crises--all through local action. 

Hennepin’s Connection to 
UMCOR Sager Brown 
– A Bit of History
by Janelle Vaubel

Located in a tiny community of Baldwin, LA, the 
ministries of what is now known as UMCOR (United 
Methodist Committee on Relief) Sager Brown have had 
and continue to have big impact in that community.  
The site initially funded by the Freedman’s Aid Society 
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Born out of a desire to practice more fully what they 
teach in the classroom, Spark-Y is participating in a 
special U of M study to help prove the commercial 
viability of larger scale aquaponics production. As a 
result, the Spark-Y Urban Ag Lab  will be a year-round 
destination for the Twin Cities public. All of the produce 
(micro greens, mushrooms, peppers, lettuces, and 
much more) will be marketed and distributed to local 
restaurants, groceries, co-ops and through  their  year-
round CSA. 

Spark-Y works with local 
Twin Cities high schools 
and partner organizations. 
As noted above, they are 
currently working with the 
students at MNIC   During 
coursework, s tudents 
learn to construct and build the systems as a team 
guided by a rich curriculum covering diverse subject 
matter.  Through such coursework here at MNIC, Spark-
Y plans to construct two aquaponics systems at 
Hennepin Church.  

Give abundantly. Give generously. Your Easter 
Offering will support this exciting program--outreach 
within our own neighborhood and indeed within our 
own walls.

(Continued on p. 2)
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 Coming Events
March 6

One Great Hour of Sharing
Women and the Church

March 11-12
Lent in a Tent (p. 5)

March 13
Guest Choir

Salon Se Léve
New Member Orientation (p. 5)

Passion Concert Preview (p. 3)
Spinal Cord Injury Forum

Emmaus Information Meeting
March 14

Easter Memorial Deadline
March 15

Homeless Day on the Hill
March 16

Movie & Soup Potluck (p. 5)
March 17

Passion Concert Preview (p. 3)
March 20

Passion Concert (p. 3 & 8)
Financial Planning Class (p. 7)

March 24
Maundy Thursday (p. 3)

March 25
Good Friday (p. 3 & 8)

March 27
Easter Sunday (p. 3 & 8)

March 30
Dignity Center 14th Birthday (p. 5)

April 8-10
Women’s Retreat at Koinonia (p. 5)

April 29
Scholarship Applications Due (p. 5)

May 19
Dignity Center Fundraiser (p. 7)

July 17
The Okee Dokee Brothers Concert
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 SAGER BROWN CONT’D FROM PAGE 1
as a home and school for African American boys 
orphaned by the Civil War, was later owned and 
operated United Methodist Women predecessor 
organizations. Although closed from 1978 to 1992, it 
reopened at the time of Hurricane Andrew as a 
staging area for UMCOR relief operations. With that 
usage was born the idea to build a permanent 
disaster relief depot on the site. Thus in 1996 the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief, our United 
Methodist relief and development agency, opened 
the doors of its permanent depot with an impact that 

is felt around the world.  
Our own Hennepin Church community has been heavily involved with the 

work of UMCOR Sager Brown since 1998. From the first participation of four 
members in 1998 to the most recent trip in January, there have been 87 
members and friends of Hennepin who have taken part in teams, many of 
them year after year, for 19 annual trips. Together they have logged just short 
of 3000 USB work days doing housing rehab, participating 
in community outreach, maintaining the Sager Brown 
campus and working in the  UMCOR Depot and sewing 
room.

Hundreds of others of us from ages two to ninety two 
have never left Hennepin but with our hands (and 
donations!) have created tens of thousands of disaster 
relief kits for Depot distribution around the world.  In just 
the last 12 months Hennepin has created not only what is 
now an ordinary annual tally of 50 sewing kits, 24 layette kits, and 400 school 
kits (total UMCOR value of $6140) but have met the additional challenge of 
creating 2500 health kits to help replenish Depot shelves depleted through 
shipments to Lebanon, Jordan and Iraq for Syrian refugees. 

But what do all these numbers really mean? To a 
handicapped senior citizen in Baldwin, LA, a 
ramp built by Sager Brown volunteers may mean 
that he/she can now easily and safely get in and 
out of his/her own house.  To our weary brothers 
and sisters escaping war in Syria, or recovering 

from flooding in India or in Missouri, a hygiene kit may mean the first chance 
in days to brush teeth, and a school kit may mean a child goes back to school.  
Yes, these acts and kits sustain life, but even more importantly they are gifts of 
hope based on the recipient’s knowledge that someone cares.

March is Hunger Month
”People in need should not live in hunger.”

March is Hunger month and we will be collecting non-perishable food items 
in the East Entry. The food will help Groveland Food Shelf keep their shelves 
stocked.  Groveland Food Shelf is a non-profit providing emergency groceries 
for those in need. Studies show that if you're hungry, it's hard to do much else! 
They have partnered with Minneapolis Community & Technical College to 
stock an on-site food shelf. Food insecure students can't learn, study and 
grow. Our March collection will help keep their shelves stocked!

http://hennepinchurch.org/events
http://hennepinchurch.org/events


Ad Council adopts mission 
statement, discusses goals
by Bobbie Keller

The Administrative Council adopted the 
mission statement of the United Methodist 
Church and took another step toward setting 
short-  and long-term goals for Hennepin 
Church at its regular meeting Feb. 18.

Ad Council members agreed that adopting the UMC 
mission statement, “Making disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world,” strategically aligns 
Hennepin with the connectional church.

“With so many congregations shr inking in 
membership, we need to be connectional,” said Lynne 
Carroll, Ad Council vice chair. “This is the Great 
Commission — what Jesus told us to do.”

In the process of setting goals for Hennepin Church, 
Ad Council members briefly divided into small groups 
to discuss and prioritize ideas that had come up during 
the Leadership Retreat at Koinonia in January. Lynne 
had divided the ideas into 10 categories, and small 
groups rated each idea as something Hennepin should 
work toward in the next six to eight months, or in the 
next one to three years. 

The Ad Council will use these ratings to set specific 
goals at its March meeting.

Ad Council members also discussed the possibility of 
setting an annual planning meeting in October. Such 
timing would allow basic plans to be in place before the 
beginning of a new year, although plans could be 
tweaked in the new year. The council could also do 
longer-term planning at the same time. Currently annual 
planning happens in January, and plans are finalized in 
February, which is well into the year. Council members 
tabled the decision.

In other business, Rod Bacon, Finance Committee 
chair, said Hennepin Church ended 2015 with net 
income of $37,000. Revenues were on budget and 
expenses were lower than expected, due to 
renegotiated office contracts and lower utility bills 
resulting from mild weather. Pledges for 2016 totaled 
about $7,000 over goal.

Matt Dorn, Board of Trustees chair, presented 
preliminary architectural drawings for renovation of the 
education wing and the parking lot. Funding for both 
projects would likely be part of a possible capital 
c a m p a i g n . A s u b c o m m i t t e e o f c l e rg y a n d 
representatives from the Board of Trustees and Finance 
Committee are interviewing fundraising firms to help in 
the planning.
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Holy Week Events
For that most important 8-day time in the life of the 

Church, Hennepin offers several opportunities for you to 
enrich your spiritual life. They are designed to provide a 
fruitful sequence leading to the Easter celebration.

March
 20 Passion Concert at 11:15*

 24 Maundy Thursday services at 12 Noon & 7 PM*

 25 Good Friday services: Noon & 7 PM (Tenebrae)*

 27 Easter services: 7:30 AM Sunrise Service,

  8 AM Breakfast in the Social Hall,
  9 AM* & 11 AM* Festival of the Resurrection

*nursery care available

Passion Concert Previews
Sunday, March 13 at 11 AM led by Arvida Steen
Thursday, March 17 at 11 AM led by Bill Mathis

Here are two chances to learn about the Passion 
concert music to get ready to move into Holy Week. 
Each of them will prepare you to hear this great music 
(Mozart's "Requiem" and "Funeral Music") with new 
ears and understanding.

Maundy Thursday Stations of Prayer 
Thursday, March 24 at 12 Noon and 7 PM

Services of prayer and communion will be held on 
Maundy Thursday during Holy Week. Both services will 
celebrate communion and will anchored by prayer 
stations in several areas of the church...the Border 
Chapel, the Art Gallery, Carlson Hall and the Sanctuary. 
Similar to the Stations of the Cross, at each station 
worshippers will read scripture and pray at a photograph 
or piece of art that represents our Lenten theme of “Into 
Your Hands.” Each station has been created by 
Hennepin artists and members. The noon service will 
end in the Border Chapel for communion, and the 7 PM 
service will end in the sanctuary. Both services will begin 
in the East Entrance with a beginning prayer and 
blessing. At the evening service various musicians will 
be in the worship spaces offering the gift of music 
during our prayer.

Please join us for this important time in our walk in 
Holy Week.

Can’t make it for Easter?
  Watch online.

http://hennepinchurch.org/live



Koinonia in 2016
by Mark Peterson

Eight members of the Koinonia “Team” 
as Chairman Jamie Jensen sometimes 
calls them, met in February to set goals for 
Koinonia’s ministry and mission in 2016. 
“Koinonia had a three year business plan 
that was written in 2012. It was need of updating,” 
Jensen said. “Now that our Team’s membership has 
been figured out, it’s time to look ahead.” Under 
Jamie’s leadership, the group drafted four goals and 
several objectives for 2016, and beyond. We would like 
you to look them over, and if you wish – provide us with 
feedback.

Goal #1: Update Koinonia’s Organizational, Staffing 
and Ministry Plan
• Update the Koinonia Business and Ministry plan.
• Work with HAUMC leaders to clarify the role of 

Koinonia’s Board of Directors, including their decision-
making capacity, such that both are compatible with 
the HAUMC polity.

• Seek a seminary youth and family and/or outdoor 
ministry contextual education student to help with 
programming.

Goal #2: Increase Usage and Maintain Financial 
Viability
• Generate sufficient income to achieve a 1-2% positive 

bottom line at the end of the fiscal year.
• Increase 2016 attendance of ‘HAUMC at Koinonia’ 

events by 3-5% over the prior year’s total.
• Market select ‘HAUMC at Koinonia’ programs to all 

church, business and community groups who have 
stayed at Koinonia in the last two years.

Goal #3: Offer and market programs of value for 
guests across the age span, and secure feedback 
from internal (HAUMC) and external customers.
• Conduct satisfaction surveys with 60-70% of group 

leaders and/or guests; use data to generate service 
improvement plan.

• Conduct 14-17 HAUMC at Koinonia programs by 
12/31/16

• Explore partnering with the Minnesota Conference to 
co-sponsor 1-2 Koinonia retreats.

• Explore a partnering with Camp Chi Rho (Lutheran 
Camp on Lake Sylvia) resulting 1-2 shared programs.

• Update the Koinonia website.
• Conduct 2-3 summer outdoor worship services 

marketed to KRC staff, guests and Lake Sylvia 
residents.

Goal #4: Preserve and improve upon KRC’s existing 
infrastructure.
• Improve technology by making Wi-Fi available in all 

Koinonia buildings.
• Begin construction of an outdoor chapel.
• Redecorate / remodel the Apartment, Retreat House 

shared restrooms and the Carlson Commons 1st floor 
restroom.

• Replace outdated furniture with furniture having a 
“cabin feel”.

Now, Jensen and the Team 
would like your input. What 
would you like to see from your 
Retreat Center in 2016, and 
beyond? Send your thoughts to 
Chairman Jamie Jensen at 
jjensen29@comcast.net or Program Director Mark 
Peterson at mark.peterson@haumc.org. 

Jensen concluded, “This is a living document which is 
designed to provide a pathway for continued growth of 
the Koinonia Ministry.” The Business and Ministry Plan 
will be finalized in April.

Our Legacy Gift to
Hennepin Foundation

By Susan and John Dunlop
The United Methodist Church 

helped raise us from infancy. It 
has given us love and support 
every step of our lives. It is 
helping grow our faith in love, 
peace, environmental stewardship, grace, generosity 
and forgiveness. It is part and parcel of who we are. 
And it is why we support the work of the church.

When we are no longer, we hope The United 
Methodist Church through Hennepin will continue to be 
the compassionate hands, feet, and hearts to transform 
and enlighten future generations.  We hope it will 
continue to make life a blessing to all it touches.

This is why we have designated our IRA fund to 
Hennepin Church for the Foundation Reach Out Fund. 
We hope it will help provide greater support for those 
in our community who need our love and support. We 
join with many other Hennepin members who support 
the work of our Church through both their annual and 
legacy gifts.

For more information about how to plan your legacy 
generosity for the work of our Church, please contact 
Jack Fistler, Director of Legacy Giving.
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Dignity Center 14th Birthday
by John Cole

The Dignity Center will be celebrating its 
14th Birthday this year by launching a new 
program called BOOST. Dignity BOOST 
will provide select participants with an 
opportunity to re-enter the workforce via a 
specially designed supportive 12 month 
program. BOOST offers a planned, supported and 
monitored series of experiences starting with 
volunteering (6 months), moving to an unpaid internship 
(3 months) and finally a paid internship (3 months). Each 
Participant has a unique plan based on their needs, 
capabilities and future goals. At the end of the program, 
BOOST graduates will be 
ready for the work world 
with skill certification, an 
updated resume, and two 
letters of recommendation. 
While the home of the 
Boos t p rogram i s the 
Dignity Center, Participants will benefit from 
collaborative placements with Dignity Center’s 
Community Partners and Network Churches.

The BOOST Launch will take place at the Ministry 
House on March 30, starting at  12 noon. Come, hear 
the stories of successful participants.   Celebrate with 
them and support Dignity BOOST.

Hennepin Foundation Scholarships
Applications due April 29

Need help with educational costs? Hennepin 
Foundation invites applications for 2016-2017 
scholarships. Awards are provided in amounts up to 
$3,000 for students pursuing seminary, college or 
university degree programs, or other post-secondary 
degree or certificate programs. Applicants may be 
Hennepin members, Hennepin employees or others 
with a connection to Hennepin. Highest priority for 
consideration is given to (1) applicants seeking to be 
ordained, followed, in priority order, by (2) applicants 
preparing for other church-related work, (3) applicants 
studying for careers in other non-profit human services 
fields, and (4) applicants pursuing programs other than 
in categories (1)-(3). 

See application materials for more information. 
Applications are due April 29, 2016, with awards 
announced by May 20. Application forms and guidelines 
are available at the reception desk, or by contacting Jack 
Fistler, 612-435-1321 or jack@haumc.org

Pub Theology in Lent
Every Wednesday During Lent at 6 PM & 9 PM

All generations of adults ages 21+ are 
welcome at intergenerational Pub 
Theology in Lent. We're expanding to 
two sessions every Wednesday in Lent! 

See a list of real discussion questions 
we've used this year, plus our rules, schedule, and 
location lineups at hennepinchurch.org/pubtheology.

An Altar in the World.....
A Retreat for Women at Koinonia Retreat Center
Fri. - Sun., April 8 - 10, 2016

Come away for a relaxing weekend at 
Hennepin's retreat center on Lake 
Sylvia. We will use the book An Altar In 
the World: A Geography of Faith by 
Barbara Brown Taylor as our guide. 
There will be time for worship, prayer, 
singing, hiking, reading, creativity, 
needlework, yoga and enjoying one 

another's company. No need to read the book before 
unless you want to. Cost is: $125.00 and registration can 
be made at hennepinchurch.org/register. Questions, 
Sally@haumc.org.

New Member Orientation
Sunday, March 13 at 12 Noon in the Ministry House
Led by Pastor Judy Zabel. Participants join the following 
Sunday (Mar. 20). Child care is available. RSVP by 
contacting Larry Duncan at 612-435-1309 or larry@haumc.org

Lent in a Tent
Fri. - Sat., March 11 - 12 from 6 PM until 8 AM
Free to all families. includes two meals!
We will have so much fun and play, play, play! There will 
be and indoor campfire, worship, and lot's of singing 
silly campfire songs. Families should bring their own 
tent and sleeping bag. Children under the age of 5 are 
encouraged to bring a small 'ride on' toy (no bicycles or 
scooters) to roam around with. Begins Friday evening 
with a Picnic dinner and ends with a continental 
breakfast on Saturday morning. A Service project will 
follow the sleepover.

Movie & Soup Potluck
Wednesday, March 16 at 6 PM in Art Gallery
Come share and enjoy soup while we watch Places in 
the Heart.
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Room Refresh at Emma Norton
by Barbara Brandt 

Emma Norton Services (ENS), nonprofit located in St. 
Paul, Minnesota, helps women achieve mental and 
chemical health, while developing invaluable life skills to 
get them on the track to independence. 

This past weekend, a room at Emma Norton 
Residence was refreshed, cleaned, painted and 
redecorated by a group of Hennepin women, with 
special help from Jerry Gale. The project included  a 
rug, curtains, lamps, tablecloth, a picture and a new 
mirror to help the women feel like home, relaxed, 
welcome, and comfortable.

“The women who come to Emma Norton’s basically 
come to ENS with nothing, said Aja Beers, 
Development Director. We provide them with basic 
needs, such as housing, food, and resources so they can 

work on themselves. Items like lamps, rugs, and curtains 
may seem like small things, but they make all the 
difference in the world to the women!”

The project was funded by the United Methodist 
Women, with a $500 grant from the UMW Jane Balch 
Memorial Fund. The group brought all the cleaning and 
painting supplies on Saturday for the project, while a 
pair of women shopped for the room décor, and still 
others came back on Sunday to put the finishing 
touches on the room. 

 “We are grateful to the Hennepin group for the hard 
work. Aja said, “The room will be comforting and a 
solace for the women, as they progress on their journey 
to independence” 

If you are interested in being part of project with the 
United Methodist Women, contact Jennifer Hipple at 
612-760-0429 or jennifer.hipple@gmail.com
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Financial Planning Seminars 
for All Ages This Spring
by Jack Fistler

Looking for answers to your financial 
management questions? Is it really possible 
both to meet today’s needs and to plan for 
tomorrow? Do dreams and lifestyle habits 
regularly outpace resources? We all – 
young and older alike – face such financial 
issues every day. To explore ways to solve money 
management questions, Adult Nurture and the 
Foundation are co-hosting four financial planning 
seminars in March-May.

Topics will range from basic budgeting and financial 
planning for young adults and families, to planning for 
retirement and charitable giving. One hour sessions will 
be held Sunday mornings: March 20, April 24, and May 
22. An evening session, Wednesday, April 20 will focus 
on debt reduction strategies, especially student loan 
and credit card debt. Child care will be available at the 
evening session. 

Watch for more details soon, and mark your calendars 
now. For more information, contact Jack Fistler at 612- 
435-1321 or jack@haumc.org

Hennepin Community News
by Rachel Elliott

Well, it has been pretty cold the month 
of February, but Hennepin members have 
been active and continue loving one 
another. The joy of baptism is always one 
the congregation enjoys and the joy 
continues as we celebrated the baptism of 
Olivia Mae, daughter of Lynn and Emmy Earp. She is a 
cutie. Two snow birds got to Scottsdale for the rest of 
the winter, so we will miss Janet and Don Wegmiller. 
New to Care Centers are Virginia Nyberg and Doug 
Jeranson. Recovering at home are for Frederick Becton, 
Julie Onstead, Lorelei Larson, and John Anderson.  
John was in church February 7th, and anxious to be 
active again. Many members will remember Judy Lange 
as Office Manager on the staff several years ago. We 
were sorry to hear of the death of her husband, as well 
as that of former members Otis Anderson (in Florida) 
and Mary Lou Woodward. Art Michalicek’s mother died 
the 13th of February and Carl Sundeen, Bob Chadwick, 
and Arline Slagle, mother of Janet Jacobs died In 
February, too. Our sympathy to all these families and 
friends. The last Many Voices service will be on March 
13th. Attended by a small faithful number, at 11:15 the 
service has been a wonderful community and it the will 
be missed by these folks. There was much joy in the 
Dick and Juanita Reed Boniface household when 
Juanita won the Minnesota Farm Bureau Promotion and 
Education Award. She and Mary Mensheha are the 
beloved teachers of the Thursday Morning Bible class.  
Adding to our joy is the completion of more than 2500 
UMCOR Health Kits. It was fun to see every one in the 
assembly line getting that job done with a smile. And 
the fun fact of the month is having Pastor Nate jumping 
in the very cold lake. With the aim of a thousand dollars 
being given to for youth camping scholarships, more 
than two thousand was given, so he will have quite a 
cold jump, I am sure. Maybe more than one, Nate? 
Hennepinites are generous, to be sure. And generous 
with their prayers, as we pray for those on the prayer 
lists, and those we do not know by name. And we pray 
for peace, for our world and for you.
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MARCH 2016 NEWSLETTER

The InSpire is a monthly newsletter for members and 
friends of Hennepin Avenue United Methodist Church.  
10:00 AM, Monday, March 21 is the deadline for the April 
2016 InSpire. Your articles may be emailed to 
Spire@HennepinChurch.org or dropped off at church, attn: 
Ben McKnight, 612-871-5303.

Sign Up to Receive InSpire by Postal Mail
You May Always Get InSpire Electronically 

or Pick Up a Copy at Church

We encourage you to receive the newsletter electronically,  or 
pick up a copy at church. We are mailing only to those who 
request it. We will send an eNewsletter to all whose email 
address we have. If we don’t have yours, please contact 
Ben.McKnight@HennepinChurch.org to be added to our 
email list.  To get the InSpire Newsletter by mail contact 
Trinka.Olson@HennepinChurch.org or 612-871-5303.

InSPlRE†

M O N T H L Y  N E W S L E T T E R

JANUARY 
2016

Save the Date
One Hour at Noon on May 19, 2016

The Dignity Center’s Major Fundraiser
Same Mission : Great Story : New Format!
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Hennepin Avenue United Methodist Church
511 Groveland Avenue
Minneapolis, MN 55403

612-871-5303

8:00 AM
Sabbath Beginnings in the Chapel

8:30 AM 
Sacred Journey in the Art Gallery

10:00 AM
Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary

11:15 AM
Many Voices in the Border Chapel*

*ends March 13

Holy Week
MAUNDY THURSDAY

MARCH 24
NOON Border Chapel

7PM in the Art Gallery*

GOOD FRIDAY
MARCH 25

NOON in the Border Chapel
7PM Tenebrae in the Sanctuary*

EASTER SUNDAY
MARCH 27

7AM Sunrise Service in Art Gallery
8AM Breakfast in the Social Hall
9AM & 11AM in the Sanctuary*

*nursery care available

WORSHlP†
SUNDAY SCHEDULE


