
Our Community is Thriving 
and Growing and Changing!
Dear Friends at Hennepin:

It is hard to believe that I have been with 
you for a year. The time has flown by and I 
am grateful to join hands with all of you in 
God’s work at Hennepin.

I am constantly praying about our 
mission which is to “make disciples for Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world.” I know you are doing 
the same and would ask for your continued commitment 
as we strive to live it each and every day.

Looking back, we have a lot to be grateful for. We 
have developed and lived into the Next Great Steps at 
Hennepin. They were noble steps and they continue to 
inform where we will go next in this great church 
community. Briefly, those next steps, which grew out of 
surveys and conversations within our community, 
resulted in three important initiatives:

Family, Children and Youth, Young Adults
Modification of our physical space, ways to be more 
encompassing of our children in worship, and 
embracing the diversity of our neighborhood begin to 
make family a more central cornerstone of our church. 
Honoring all in our Hennepin family, we want to open 
our arms to grow and thrive. Specific tactics included 
updating Sunday School rooms and relocating the 
nursery as well as reviewing the Sunday morning 
schedule to ensure it best meets the needs of children 
and families. 

Belonging and Connectedness
People who come to Hennepin feel connected to each 
other, often through small group interactions. These 
experiences can lead to deep and long-term 
connections to one another. This small-group 
connectedness needs to be available to all. Specific 

Ad Council Sets Church 
Conference
by Bobbie Keller

After considering a recommendation from 
the Board of Trustees to enter into a capital 
campa ign to fund seve ra l chu rch 
improvements, the Administrative Council 
on June 16 set a special church conference 
for July 10.

Congregants at the conference would approve the 
capital campaign, establish a seven-member Building 
Committee and authorize the trustees to work with 
Walsh and Associates, capital campaign consultants. 
Becky Boland and Nancy Guy would chair the Building 
Committee, which would work with Walsh and 
Associates. The campaign would formally launch Feb. 1.

Priorities for the capital campaign include updating 
electrical and HVAC conditions and lavatory facilities for 
the main floor and lower level of the Education Wing, 
and making both these spaces more welcoming. Also 
on the list are parking lot repair and upgrades to the 
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tactics included improving and increasing signage 
throughout the church as well as continuing to work on 
parking and the improvement of the parking lot. 

Engagement 
One of Hennepin’s strongest commitments is to our 
service and mission work. We have many programs that 
focus on those in need in the larger community, but 
volunteer coordination is a missing element in our 
engagement. Holistic collaboration, organization, and 
innovation are needed in the way we offer and engage 
in different service opportunities. How can we do a 
better job of working together in similar arenas and 
finding other service opportunities?
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 Coming Events
July 10

Church Conference (p. 1 & 2)
Debriefing General Conference

Root Beer Float Social
July 11-14

Earth Camp: Grades 1-4 (p. 4)
July 13

Pub Theology (p. 7)
July 14

Life Adventures Summer Outing
July 12-16

Mission u & Mission u Too
July 17

Pathways with Rev. Judy Zabel
The Okee Dokee Brothers Concert

July 24
Pathways with Rev. Sally Johnson

July 25-29
Vacation Bible School 

Joyful Uproar: Grades 1-6
July 31

Rev. Paula Colton Farewell Party
Community Cookout (p. 3)   

August 1-4
G.R.O.S.S. Camp: Grades 5-7 (p. 4)

August 5
Habitat for Humanity (p. 3) 

August 14
Hot Dog Picnic

August 14-16
Art & Spirit Retreat (p. 4)

August 26
Movies in the Park (p. 3)

September 2-4
Labor Day Canoe Trip (p. 4)

September 11 
Rally Sunday

September 17
ArtReach of Hennepin Art Fair

Carrie Newcomer Concert
September 25 

Connect at Koinonia (p. 4)
October 16

100th Year Celebration of Building
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For more information:
hennepinchurch.org/events

 THRIVING, GROWING, CHANGING CONT’D FROM PAGE 1
Committees worked hard on each of these three initiatives and we are 

moving forward on them in meaningful ways. 
In the area of Families and Children, we are in the process of finding and 

hiring a Director of Children and Family Ministries. We are taking the time 
needed to find a wonderful person to head up this important area, hoping to 
have a person in place by August in anticipation of Rally Sunday in September. 
We are also revamping our Confirmation Program and will be ready for a 
launch of that this fall.

We are seeking to hire a Community Engagement Specialist to enable us to 
communicate immediate needs and connect people to opportunities for 
meaningful outreach both within the church and in our neighborhood. And we 
have just hired a marketing firm on a one-year contract to help us with a 
branding process and with ideas on how we might communicate to reach out 
to the younger and more diverse demographic group which is moving into our 
neighborhood.

Our beautiful cathedral building continues to be a marvelous tool for 
ministry. A special celebration is being planned for October 16, 2016 to 
celebrate 100 years of making disciples for the transformation of the world in 
and through this building. As we continue to grow and change, we want to 
make sure our building offers up-to-date hospitality for families, children and 
youth as we seek to grow in our love for God and our neighbors, welcome 
new people and heal a broken world.

We have begun to work on areas of each of these initiatives through efforts 
like encouraging missional parking for those of us who are physically mobile 
and the transformation of the parsonage to a Mission House, which now holds 
the Dignity Center and offices for our Artists in Residence, Copper Street 
Brass.

Next up we are preparing to request that the congregation launch a Capital 
Campaign to improve the parking lot, update and modernize the Education 
Wing, upgrade the kitchen off of the Social Hall so it can be licensed for 
commercial use, and add technology in the building that will help us better 
communicate the Gospel. We will also propose a mission tithe for a new 
global initiative and to fund our Reach, Renew Rejoice pledge to the 
Minnesota Annual Conference. To that end, leaders of Hennepin are getting 
ready to share with you all that will be included in a Capital Campaign, which 
we hope to launch in February of 2017.

We will have an all church conference/meeting on Sunday, July 10, 2016 
in the Sanctuary immediately following worship to discuss the scope of the 
projects and to answer questions from the congregation. We look forward to 
hearing from all of you and working together as we move into our exciting 
future together at Hennepin.

Church Conference on July 10 after Traditional Worship
Capital Campaign

• Parking Lot Improvements
• Education Wing Modernization
• Kitchen Commercialization
• Building Communication Technology

http://hennepinchurch.org/events
http://hennepinchurch.org/events
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Young Adult Field Trip:
Movies in the Park
Friday, August 26 at 7:30 PM - Lake Harriet Bandshell

Young adult families are gathering 
for the 1961 classic, The Parent 
Trap, to end the summer. Bring a 
blanket, bring some snacks, and 
bring a friend! Watch the Young 
Adult Ministries email for weather 
cancellations.

Reach out this Summer!
by Mary Martin

Summer is upon us and the Outreach Ministries of 
Hennepin Church are excited to share a number of 
opportunities to  reach out  into our community!   This 
summer, we will give local and global students the tools 
to succeed by collecting school supplies; we will build 
hope by participating in a Habitat for Humanity Build; 
we will spread the joy of Hennepin at a Neighborhood 
Community picnic; and we will host an art fair (ArtReach) 
that brings friends and neighbors together in a way that 
empowers local and global artists.  Details are below:

School Supply Drive
Sunday, July 10 through Sunday, August 7

Believe it or not, school supplies go on sale the first 
week of July! Shop early to save and drop your 
donation in the collection bins in the East Entry any 
time during the month.   The recipients of our school 
supply drive are the students of the Minnesota 
Internship Center (MNIC), the Dignity Center, Joyce 
Pre-School, and UMCOR.

Items we are seeking: spiral bound notebooks (single 
subject), pocket folders, erasers (2” or larger), blunt tip 
scissors, boxes of 24 crayons, 30 cm rulers, hand held 
pencil sharpeners, backpacks, flash drives, combination 
locks, and loose leaf paper.

Neighborhood Community Cookout
Sunday, July 31 from 4:30 until 6:30 PM

Join us for a FREE outdoor BBQ and Bouncy House at 
Hennepin Church! Meet our neighbors, build 
community, and share the joy of Hennepin! We will 
gather in the parking lot—you need not bring anything 
other than your smile.

Habitat for Humanity Work Day
Friday, August 5 from 8:15 AM until 4 PM

Space is limited, so please contact mary@haumc.org 
to sign up! Our build will take place at  3406 Bryant 
Avenue North, in Minneapolis. Remember, some 
employers offer paid volunteer hours—check with yours!  
What a great way to spend a summer Friday!

ArtReach
Saturday, September 17 from 10 AM until 7 PM

Join us for the Second Annual ArtReach!   The event--
complete with food trucks, live music and (yes) the 
Bouncy House--takes place in our parking lot and we 
need volunteers for a number of tasks: parking, face 
painting, clean-up, and the like.   Free t-shirts go to all 
volunteers.   For a list of our 2016 vendors to date, 
please visit: www.hennepinchurch.org/ArtReach

main kitchen. A trustee technology task force is 
currently reviewing various technology improvements 
that could be part of the campaign. The campaign 
would also have a missional component. 

Pastor Judy Zabel reminded Ad Council members 
that these improvements are ways Hennepin Church can 
be more hospitable. 

“This fall we will celebrate 100 years of ministry in this 
building,” said Lynne Carroll, Ad Council vice chair. 
“God is calling us to be in ministry for the next 100 
years. Our building and parking lot are tools to do 
that.”

In other business, Matt Dorn, Board of Trustees chair, 
told Ad Council members that the trustees are 
exploring options for subscribing to a Community Solar 
Garden. Because financially and structurally it was found 
to be unworkable to put solar panels on the building, 
the trustees instead are considering a subscription 
agreement to source electricity through a Community 
Solar Garden. This initiative is a step toward lowering 
the church’s carbon footprint, giving Hennepin a green 
aspect, and could considerably lower the church’s 
energy bills over time. 

Ad Council members also heard that:
• The Staff-Parish Relations Committee is still seeking 

a Director of Administration and Director of Children’s 
Ministries.

• On July 31, Hennepin Church will celebrate National 
Night Out with a block party for the homeless in the 
parking lot. The event will include a band and a 
“bouncy house” for children. Organizers need 
volunteers to help serve.

• Ad Council members will meet Oct. 15 for a one-
day planning session for 2017. They will gather for a 
retreat at Koinonia in January 2017 for long-term 
planning and fellowship.

• Hennepin Church will celebrate 100 years of 
ministry in the building on Oct. 16.

 AD COUNCIL CONT’D FROM PAGE 1

mailto:mary@haumc.org%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:mary@haumc.org%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.hennepinchurch.org/ArtReach%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.hennepinchurch.org/ArtReach%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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Labor Day Canoe Trip
September 2-4 for everyone

This “way cool” event, the first of its kind, will begin 
on Friday September 2nd at Koinonia with tent setup, 
dinner and a bonfire. After breakfast on Saturday we will 
strike camp and paddle to Camp Chi Rho on East Lake 
Sylvia. There we’ll play games, enjoy lunch and dinner 
and spend the night under the stars (or in tents). Sunday 
morning will include a chapel service and the return trip 
to Koinonia for lunch. FUN!!!

Fall Fun at Koinonia
September 23-25 for everyone

The Fall Retreat, combined with 
Connect at Koinonia (see below) is 
an annual favorite. It will include 
canoeing, fishing, pontoon boat 
rides, bike riding, campfires, 
games, movie night and Koinonia’s 
famous cuisine.   This retreat is for everyone – singles, 
couples, families, the young and the young-at-heart. 
Come for one night or two.  

Connect at Koinonia
September 25 for everyone

Our annual Open House will begin with morning 
worship followed by fishing, games, hayrides, pontoon 
boat excursions, lunch and Koinonia's world famous 
BBQ dinner. The HAUMC Foundation supports this 
event, and donations will be accepted. A bus ride from 
Church will be available (pre-registration required).

Opportunities for RRR
by Mark Peterson

Several exciting retreats are just around the corner at 
Koinonia – each promising a dose of rest, recreation 
and renewal! You need this, right? Mark your calendars 
then visit www.hennepinchurch.org/register to sign-up 
for any, or all, of these events! 

Earth Camp
July 11-14 for kids finishing grades 1-4

Three nights and four days at 
Koinonia designed to teach young 
children to love God's creation. 
Campers will play outside, explore 
bugs, dirt and our Retreat Center’s 
natural beauty, then spend time at 

the lake swimming, canoeing, and fishing. They will 
sleep in a dormitory setting and eat meals together in 
the dining hall. This camp experience is especially great 
for first time campers. The program is staffed by clergy 
and volunteers from Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church. Transportation will be provided to 
and from Koinonia at no additional cost.

G.R.O.S.S. Camp
August 1-4 for kids finishing grades 5-7

Similar to Earth Camp, but for 
older kids. We will explore the 
woods, play messy games, sing 
silly songs and learn about how 
we are G.R.O.S.S. (Growing 
Reaching Out in Service to 
OtherS). Since God calls each of 
us to serve, we will find ways to 
serve in the wilderness and sun!

Art and Spirit Retreat
August 14-16 for adults

These are times that call for great creativity. During 
this retreat, we will join singer-songwriter Barbara 
McAfee as we take our ‘one small voice’ and join with 
others to sing hope into the world. We will carry our 
music to the fields, onto the beach and into the chapel. 
Glenda Huston, SoulCollage facilitator, will lead us in 
taking the small pieces to create a way of nurturing and 
supporting our soul in these days. Bill Mathis will 
instruct us in the art of creative bell ringing – holding 
onto and sounding our one note to make something 
beautiful together.   All this in the beauty of Koinonia 
Retreat Center, on the shores of Lake Sylvia. 

Sign up for these events at www.hennepinchurch.org/
register. Call Program Director Mark Peterson with your 
questions: 612-435-1305.

http://www.hennepinchurch.org/register
http://www.hennepinchurch.org/register
http://www.hennepinchurch.org/register
http://www.hennepinchurch.org/register
http://www.hennepinchurch.org/register
http://www.hennepinchurch.org/register


Hennepin UMCOR Sager Brown Partnership $1,000
This gift will provide supplies to create 400 school kits, 

50 sewing kits, and 30 layette kits that get sent all 
around the world. Hennepin adults and children can 
participate in assembling the kits and experience the 
gift of serving others. Watch the Spire for upcoming 
opportunities.

Emma Norton Services $1,500
Emma Norton Services provides safe, secure, and 

affordable housing to women who are homeless or at-
risk who are managing mental illness and/or chemical 
dependency. Emma Norton Services will use this gift to 
replace 15 bed mattresses to support a fresh start and a 
welcoming environment for women who move into 
Emma Norton Residence.

Faces of Siberia $900
This g i f t w i l l support 

Hennepin’s Russia Partnership 
in providing funding to send 
children living in orphanages 
in Ekater inburg ( in the 
outlying Sverdlovsk region of 
Russia) with an opportunity to 
attend an Adventure Camps 
program. The winter and summer camps enable these 
children to leave the sterile orphanage surroundings 
and spend time in nature, which is healing, therapeutic, 
fun, and adventurous. 

Warriors for Christ in Recovery $1,000
This is a project of the Southeast 

Pierre Mission United Methodist 
Church in Pierre, SD. The program 
provides recovery support to 
Native American women with a 
sens i t i v i t y to the i r cu l tu ra l 
background. The church wishes to 
incorporate a culturally appropriate 
Medicine Wheel 12 Step program 
into the services they provide to women dealing with 
addiction or living with family members who suffer from 
addiction. Our gift will enable the program’s facilitator 
to attend a training conference and implement the 
program in the community. 

UMW Balch Grants Support 
Programs Near and Far

Hennepin’s United Methodist Women are pleased to 
announce our 2016 Jane E. Balch Memorial Fund grant 
recipients. We made $8,800 available in grants to 
organizations or ministries inside and outside Hennepin 
that benefit the needs of women, children, and youth.  

The Jane E. Balch Memorial Fund was established by 
Durward Earl Balch in memory of his mother 
(1885-1974) who was a lifelong member of Hennepin 
and was active in the work of the United Methodist 
Women. The fund was established for Hennepin's 
United Methodist Women to further their support of 
mission projects across the United States and in the 
world. Each year Hennepin’s UMW leadership utilizes a 
percentage of the previous year’s investment account 
earnings to provide these grants. This year, we 
supplemented the amount with a small portion of the 
gift we received from the estate of Phyllis Amidon.

We’d like to tell you a bit about the programs that 
received Balch grants:

Babies Need Boxes $400
T h i s p ro g r a m p ro v i d e s 

mothers in need as well as teen 
moms with a baby box that 
provides their newborn babies 
with a safe place to sleep. The 
boxes are filled with a variety of items for baby and 
mom including books for mother and baby. Our Balch 
gift will provide the organization with 200 Spanish 
language versions of the book, Sleep Baby, Safe and 
Snug. 

Chamber Music Skills Camp $1,000
This is a Copper Street Brass 
Band partnership with area 
schools to expose middle school 
band students from 15 band 
classes to chamber music skills. 
Students work with professional 

chamber musicians to learn about this form of music, 
improve their technical skill and tone, and develop 
music skills they can take back to their full band. The 
program will reach 400-500 students.
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Simpson Housing: 
Mentoring & Youth Development $2,000

This program pairs Minneapolis area middle schoolers 
who have experienced homelessness with caring adult 
mentors. The youth meet weekly with a highly qualified 
and trained volunteer adult mentor for at least one 
academic year. The student takes the lead in choosing 
where and how to spend their time with their mentor 
within a given outline of activities that encourage and 
support exploring the community, participating in an 
ongoing enrichment activity such as music lessons or 
sports, and goal-setting training. 

Simpson Housing: 
Children & Youth Services $1,000

This program supports the academic success of 
Minneapolis area children, involves their families in 
educational advocacy on their behalf, and helps break 
the cycle of generational homelessness and poverty. 
This year-long program serves 200 families and 
approximately 400 children in Hennepin County. 
Families work together with Simpson staff and 
volunteers to create goals for the year. 

God’s Love Fills the Earth
by Janet Jacobs

Praise the name of God; praise the works of God.
 Psalm 135:3

Borrowing from a children’s classic, see how Winnie 
the Pooh reflects on God’s gift to him:

“Say, Pooh, why aren’t you busy?” I said.
“Because it’s a nice day,” said Pooh.
“Yes, but …….”
“Why ruin it?” he said.
“But you could be doing 

something important,” 
I said.

“I am,” said Pooh.
“Oh? Doing what?”
“Listening,” he said.
“Listening to what?”
“To the birds. And that squirrel over there.”
“What are they saying?” I asked.
“That it’s a nice day,” said Pooh.
“But you know that already,” I said.
“Yes, but it’s always good to hear that somebody else 

thinks so, too,” he replied.  

 ~ taken from The Tao of Pooh by Benjamin Hoff
 illustration by  Ernest H. Shepard

We praise God for the creation of nature and 
everything that dwells within this wondrous world. We 
shout hallelujah because God is so good and in his 
grace he finds us good. We are surrounded by his love. 
Time spent reflecting in nature reminds us that we have 
an obligation to care for the land, sea, air, and for all 
who live there. Advocating for justice for our fellow 
human beings brings God glory. Amen.
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Employee of the Month: Brenda Turner
by Jeanne Bain

Brenda Turner is Employee of The Month for July. She is the heart & soul of 
Sunday morning reception, available to help members problem solve, get 
parking tickets, and to gather signatures for congregational care cards. Her 
commitment to the church is outstanding. 

She began her service at HAUMC in 1998 working three evenings a week. In 
2003 she started working Sunday mornings and she is truly irreplaceable. 

Brenda has been an excellent trainer for new staff and in so many ways 
provides history that no other administrative staff member can offer. Her shift on 
Sunday may look like she is here to serve the members, but she gets just as much 
or more from them than they do from her. 

She is a valued and respected member of the staff and is honored to receive 
this award and recognition. pa
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Practical Magic
by Jack Fistler

Seemingly mismatched words? In many 
ways, practical magic denotes the marvel 
of legacy giving. Your heart-felt and 
careful financial planning truly may yield 
magical results – for you, loved ones and 
Hennepin. A bequest provision, life 
income gift, IRA rollover gift or other planned gift 
arrangement will leave an imprint on Hennepin’s future. 
Your plans also may secure real financial advantages for 
you and your heirs. And our future ministries -  through 
outreach, youth and adult learning, worship and faith 
groups, and myriad other activities – will be enriched. 
To envision your practical magic for Hennepin, or inform 
us of your intent already in place, contact Jack Fistler, 
Director of Legacy Giving, 612-435-1321 or 
jack@haumc.org. Explore also the wealth of information 
available in the special branded, interactive planned 
giving section of Hennepin’s website.

Traditional Worship Live Stream
 hennepinchurch.org/live

Pub Theology
Wednesday, July 13 from 6 PM until 8 PM
Brit’s Pub - 1110 Nicollet Mall

Pub Theology celebrates its 2-year anniversary by 
returning to where it all began: Brit’s Pub! Whether 
you’re a regular or it’s been a while, and whether you’re 
a young adult or a 21+ friend of a different generation, 
we hope to see you for an informal discussion about 
faith, life, God, and more over a tasty beverage.

Hennepin Digital
A new task force of lay members and staff have come 

together to inventory our current technology and 
explore where we might go next to illuminate worship, 
enhance fellowship, and do ministry in new ways. 
Reporting to the Trustees, this team is looking at all the 
ways we might better use technology throughout the 
campus. There will be a survey soon, and a few new 
tech pieces coming this fall, so stay tuned. For more 
information, please contact Dana Buska (Chair) or Pastor 
Nate Melcher.
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JULY 2016 NEWSLETTER

The InSpire is a monthly newsletter for members and 
friends of Hennepin Avenue United Methodist Church.  
10:00 AM, Friday, July 15 is the deadline for the August 
2016 InSpire. Your articles may be emailed to 
Spire@HennepinChurch.org or dropped off at church, attn: 
Ben McKnight, 612-871-5303.

Sign Up to Receive InSpire by Postal Mail
You May Always Get InSpire Electronically 

or Pick Up a Copy at Church

We encourage you to receive the newsletter electronically,  or 
pick up a copy at church. We are mailing only to those who 
request it. We will send an eNewsletter to all whose email 
address we have. If we don’t have yours, please contact 
Ben.McKnight@HennepinChurch.org to be added to our 
email list.  To get the InSpire Newsletter by mail contact 
Trinka.Olson@HennepinChurch.org or 612-871-5303.
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Here's Hennepin Chime in the front row of the most 
advanced division at the biannual handbell festival.

At a recent Hennepin Chime concert in Sioux Falls, 
former Pastor Teri Johnson came to hear and to say 
hello.

Hennepin Chime

Like HAUMC on Facebook
 facebook.com/HennepinChurch

mailto:jack@haumc.org
mailto:jack@haumc.org
mailto:Spire@HennepinChurch.org
mailto:Spire@HennepinChurch.org
mailto:Ben.McKnight@HennepinChurch.org
mailto:Ben.McKnight@HennepinChurch.org
mailto:Trinka.Olson@HennepinChurch.org
mailto:Trinka.Olson@HennepinChurch.org
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8:00 AM
Sabbath Beginnings in the Chapel

9:00 AM
Sunday School

8:30 AM 
Sacred Journey in the Art Gallery

10:00 AM
Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary

WORSHlP†
SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Hennepin Avenue United Methodist Church

511 Groveland Avenue
Minneapolis, MN 55403

612-871-5303

JULY 17
4:00 PM

TICKETS $10
hennepinchurch.org/okeedokee

HENNEPIN AVENUE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH


