
Where + is indicated, standing or sitting, we praise God.
You are invited to read aloud the bold text.

Christmas EvE Worship
7:00 PM Service • December 24, 2016 •  Sanctuary

Hennepin Avenue United Methodist Church
mEditation

What sweeter music can we bring
Than a carol, for to sing
The birth of this our heavenly King?
Awake the voice! Awake the string!

 -Robert Herrick, 1591-1674

prEludE  Janice Derksen, organist

lighting thE CandlEs of thE advEnt WrEath

+ hymn no. 234 O Come, All Ye Faithful adEstE fidElEs 
 stanzas 1, 3, 6
  
WElComE  Rev. Judy Zabel

anthEm Ding, Dong, Merrily English Carol
  arr. David Wilcocks

The Promise of the Light
sCripturE  Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 Rev. Nate Melcher
 

The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior.

anthEm The Blessed Son of God Ralph Vaughan Williams

The blessed Son of God only
In a crib full poor did lie;
With our poor flesh and our poor blood
Was clothed that everlasting good.
Kyrie eleison.

The Lord Christ Jesu, God’s son dear,
Was a guest and a stranger here;
Us for to bring from misery,
That we might live eternally.
Kyrie eleison.

All this did he for us freely,
For to declare his great mercy;
All Christendom be merry therefore,
And give him thanks for evermore.
Kyrie eleison.

sCripturE  Luke 2:1-7
 

St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.

hymn no. 230 O Little Town of Bethlehem st. louis

 stanzas 1 & 4

The Power of the Light
sCripturE  Luke 2:8-16 Rev. William Mathis
 

The shepherds hear the angels’ message and go to the stable.

anthEm What Sweeter Music Can We Bring? John Rutter

What sweeter music can we bring
Than a carol, for to sing
The birth of this our heavenly King?
Awake the voice! Awake the string!

Dark and dull night, fly hence away,
And give the honor to this day,
That sees December turned to May.

Why does the chilling winter’s morn
Smile, like a field beset with corn?
Or smell like a meadow newly-shorn,
Thus, on the sudden? Come and see
The cause, why things thus fragrant be:

‘Tis He is born, whose quickening birth
Gives life and luster, public mirth,
To heaven, and the under-earth.

We see him come, and know him ours,
Who, with his sunshine and his showers,
Turns all the patient ground to flowers.

The darling of the world is come,
And fit it is, we find a room
To welcome him. The nobler part
Of all the house here, is the heart.
Which we will give him; and bequeath

This holly, and this ivy wreath,
To do him honor, who’s our King,
And Lord of all this reveling.

 
Words of pEaCE Rev. Judy Zabel

+ hymn no. 246 Joy to the World antioCh

The Presence of the Light
Christmas offEring 

anthEm Baby, What You Going to Be? Natalie Sleeth

Christmas prayEr  

Eternal God, from the glory of heaven to the poverty 
of a stable, your radiant light shines forth in a tiny baby 
wrapped in rags; such humble love astounds us. In Jesus 
you have become one with us that we might become one 
with you. Open our hearts to joyfully receive his love that 
he may be born in us, and we in him. Amen.

+ hymn no. 240 Hark! the Herald Angels Sing mEndElssohn

The Sharing of the Light
sCripturE  John 1:1-5
 

The Light of the World is among us and within us.

lighting thE Christ CandlE

sharing thE light Peace, Peace / Silent Night stillE naCht

Each will share the light with a neighbor until all candles are lit. 
Tip the unlit candle, holding the lit candle upright at all times. 

During the singing of the last stanza of Silent Night, 
we will all raise our candles as the worship leaders raise theirs. 

Silent night, holy night, 
all is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy infant so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night, 
shepherds quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.

Silent night, holy night, 
Son of God, love’s pure light;
radiant beams from thy holy face
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord at thy birth.

Silent night, holy night, 
wondrous star lend thy light;
with the angels let us sing
Alleluia to our King;
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.

Christmas BlEssing

postludE

Altar flowers in memory of Cathy Wright, beloved mother, wife, and daughter.

On this holy night, may the Christ Child 
enter our hearts anew, and may God’s love 

and peace guide us in the New Year.



7:00 PM - December 24, 2016
Hennepin Avenue United Methodist Church

Parking vouchers for the Walker Art Center 
ramp are available from the ushers.

Nursery care for ages 3 and under 
is available in Room 105.

Interested in making Hennepin 
your church home?
If you would like to make 
Hennepin Avenue UMC your 
spiritual home, our next Entry 
Point: New Member Class with 
Rev. Judy Zabel is on Sunday, 
February 5. Participants join the 
following Sunday. Childcare is 
available. RSVP by contacting 
Larry Duncan at 612-871-5303 or 
Larry@haumc.org.

The regular worship schedule 
resumes on Sunday, January 8:

8:00 AM
Communion Service

in the Chapel

8:30 AM
Sacred Journey

in the Art Gallery

10:00 AM
Traditional Worship 

in the Sanctuary

Hennepin Avenue UMC has a 
Christmas gift for you! Please 
take an olive wood Christmas 
tree ornament home with you 
(one per household, thank 
you). Olive wood carving is an 
ancient Holy Land tradition. 
These ornaments are crafted 
by Palestinian Christian arti-
sans in partnership with Beth-
lehem Bible College.

Christmas Offering for Haiti
UMCOR is a ministry of The United Methodist Church. UMCOR’s 
work reaches people in more than 80 countries, including 
the United States. They provide humanitarian relief when 
war, conflict, or natural disaster disrupt life to such an extent 
that communities are unable to recover on their own. While 
UMCOR cooperates with other aid organizations to extend 
their reach, the most important partners are the people they 
serve. They believe that successful solutions to emergency or 
chronic conditions begin with the affected population. UMCOR 
provides these survivors not only temporary relief but long-
term education, training, and support. UMCOR spends 100 
percent of designated donations on the projects that donors 
specify. When UMCOR donors give their time, money, and 
supplies, they join UMCOR as the hands and feet of Christ. 
Your designated Christmas Offering for 2016 will go to UMCOR 
for Haiti Relief. Haiti is still recovering from a devastating 
earthquake and from Hurricane Matthew. Christmas is Jesus’ 
birthday. What will you give to honor him?  

Artist-in-Residence 
Copper Street Brass 
has a Christmas gift 
for you, too! Go to 
copperstreetbrass.org/haumc 
to download a free track!

hennepinchurch.org/give

You can use your smartphone 
to give electronically today. 

Just scan the QR code below.

Hennepin Avenue UMC  is a Reconciling 
congregation and welcomes all persons 
without regard to age, race, culture, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, family configu-
ration, religious background, economic sta-
tus, or developmental and physical ability.

We are streaming live on the internet:
hennepinchurch.org/live

Based on the book by Brian D. McLaren

We are a few months into our year-
long quest for spiritual formation, 
reorientation, and activation based 
on the book We Make the Road by 
Walking by Brian D. McLaren. Each 
Sunday our worship services are 
guided by one of the 52 chapters 
and during the week small groups 
meet to grow together. We welcome 
you to join our journey.
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 †

Christmas Day Slipper Service
Sunday, December 25 at 10 AM in the Sanctuary

Join us for a Slipper Sunday this Christmas Day. Wear 
your slippers! There will be Christmas cookies in Carlson 
Hall. Richard Wagoner will be play the organ and Steve 
Marking and Joann Funk will offer special music.


