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MUSIC O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

BENEDICTION 

And now may the God of Hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
that we may abound in hope in the power of the Holy Spirit.

SILENT NIGHT

Silent night, holy night, 
all is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin Mother and Child, 
Holy Infant so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night, 
shepherds quake at the sight,
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing Alleluia.
Christ the Savior is born,
Christ the Savior is born.

Silent night, holy night,
Son of God, love's pure light,
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.
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PRAYER LEADERS 
Jan Bucher

 Rev. Dwight Haberman 
 Rev. Sally Johnson

MUSIC 
Kent Peterson, piano
 Bill Goldman, cello

If you would like to pray with someone after the service, 
please makes your wishes known to one of the worship leaders.



SCRIPTURE Isaiah 61 

The people will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of God for 
the display of Holy splendor. I will delight greatly in God and my soul 
will rejoice in all God has done.

BLESSING OF HOPE

So may we know
the hope
that is not just
for someday
but for this day
here, now,
in this moment
that opens to us
hope not made
of wishes
but of substance
hope made of sinew
and muscle
and bone
hope that has breath
and a beating heart
hope that will not
keep quiet
and be polite
hope that knows
how to holler
when it is called for
hope that knows
how to sing
when there seems
little cause
hope that raises us
from the dead
not someday
but this day,
every day,
again and
again and
again.

GATHERING MUSIC

WELCOME Rev. Sally Johnson

We gather here in your presence, God,
In our need and bringing with us the needs of the world.

We come to you, for you come to us in Jesus,
And you know by experience what human life is like.

We come with our faith and with our doubts;
We come with our hopes and our fears and our grief.

We come as we are, because you invite us to come;
And you have promised never to turn us away.

SCRIPTURE READING   Isaiah 61:1-2

The Spirit of God is on me,
because the God has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
God has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim freedom for the captives
and release from darkness for the prisoners,
to proclaim the year of God’s favor.

POEM Blessing for the Longest Night by Jan Richardson

MUSIC Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silent

SCRIPTURE READING    Isaiah 61:3-4

God brings comfort to all who mourn
Provides for those who grieve
Bestows on them a crown of beauty
instead of ashes
the oil of joy
instead of mourning,
a garment of praise
instead of a spirit of despair.

POEM  Heavy by Mary Oliver

MUSIC In the Bleak Midwinter

RITUAL OF REMEMBERING (PRAYER)

Living God, breathe your Spirit upon us and surround us with your 
love. Giving Jesus, grant us your compassion. Healing Spirit, come 
and bring us peace.


