
Let us ask ourselves 
today, ‘Are we open 
to God’s surprises’?

~Pope Francis

F O U R T H  S U N D AY  O F  A D V E N T
G U I D E  O U R  F E E T  I N T O  S U P R I S E

GATHERING WORDS

O Come, O Come Emmanuel.
We pray with lifted eyes,
Come, love from heaven.
That God might walk and talk on earth,
might heal and feed
our broken world.

SCRIPTURE READING Luke 2:8-20

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood 
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see
—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you 
is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 
Lord.  This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 
said to  one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing 
that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they 
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in 
the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been 
told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it  had been told 
them.

REFLECTION

UNISON PRAYER 

God of all mercy, be with us in these Advent days, warming 
our darkness and inviting us to the light. Move through us 
gathered here, we pray. Breathe through us. Pray in us. Make 
us healers in our world. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Note persons listed on next page.

 

God, in your mercy… / Thanks be to God…    
hear our prayer.

SILENT PRAYER 

HYMN NO. 484   Kyrie, Kyrie Eleison
Lord, may we know your compassion.

SHARING THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you.   
And also with you.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
...we praise your name and join in their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.
...as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died; 
Christ is risen; 
Christ will come again.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for 

thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. 
Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
 
PARTING WORDS

We leave having experienced the fullness of your Advent love 
and hope, O God. Might that love and hope flow from us into our 
needy world, that your will might truly be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.

In Our Prayers This Week

Deaths
Harriette Justus

In Hospital
Marcia Engel (no visitors)

Upcoming Surgery
John Dunlop
Keith Howard, father of Adam

Hospice
Marie Cross
Irving English
Charlie Grimes

Care Centers
Kay Moberg
Katherine Hanson, mother of 

Trinka Olson

Prayer Requests
The Araya-Hanns Family (newly 

arrived immigrants from Eritrea)
Norm Briden
Laura Lee Dahlen
Kirk Ingram
Deb Kildahl
Leonard Koch, father of Kristin 

Koch-Wahl
Jewel Mayer
Jan Pettit
Bonnie & Tim Tjaden, on the death 

of Bonnie’s mother Fern 
Claussen

Randy & Sara Trask, friends of 
Clarke Porter

Sunday Worship
Sabbath Beginnings 8:00 AM

Communion

Sacred Journey 8:30 AM
Creation Spirituality

Traditional Worship 10:00 AM
Organ, Choir


