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S i x t h  S u n d a y  a f t e r  t h e  e p i p h a n y

GatherinG Words

How precious is the steadfast love of God. 
All people may take refuge in the shadow of God’s embrace.
Christ is the fountain of life.
In Christ we behold the Light of God.

scripture readinG  Matthew 16:21-28

From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he had to go to 
Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders, chief priests, and legal 
experts, and that he had to be killed and raised on the third day. Then 
Peter took hold of Jesus and, scolding him, began to correct him: “God 
forbid, Lord! This won’t happen to you.” But he turned to Peter and said, 
“Get behind me, Satan. You are a stone that could make me stumble, for 
you are not thinking God’s thoughts but human thoughts.” Then Jesus 
said to his disciples, “All who want to come after me must say no to 
themselves, take up their cross, and follow me. All who want to save 
their lives will lose them. But all who lose their lives because of me will 
find them. Why would people gain the whole world but lose their lives? 
What will people give in exchange for their lives? For the Human One is 
about to come with the majesty of his Father with his angels. And then 
he will repay each one for what that person has done. I assure you that 
some standing here won’t die before they see the Human One coming 
in his kingdom.”

reflection

prayer of dedication

Gracious God, we pray that you will fill this church with enthusiasm 
as we embrace our Steps of Faith Campaign. Let us pray together 
our campaign prayer:

Gracious God, we gather in this place to faithfully consider 
the affairs, both temporal and spiritual, of Hennepin Avenue 
United Methodist Church. Bless us with unity of spirit and clarity 
of mind. Grant us wisdom and discernment as we consider 
the best means for preserving and enhancing the ministry of 
this great church. Empower us to be instruments of radical 
hospitality. Keep us mindful of the sacrifices made by those 
men and women who built this house of worship. Surrounded 
as we are by that great cloud of witnesses, let us boldly follow 
in their footsteps as together we step forward in faith. Guide 
us as we respond to your call. Amen.



prayers of the people

Note persons listed on this page.

God, in your mercy.../Thanks be to God...
hear our prayer.

silent prayer

hymn no. 484 Kyrie, Kyrie Eleison
Lord, may we know your compassion.

sharinG the peace

The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

the Great thanksGivinG

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

...we praise your name and join in their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is her who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

...as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died;
Christ is risen;
Christ will come again.

the lord’s prayer

Our God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for
 thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.
Amen

prayer after communion

Benediction

Your life is a Sacred Journey – 
and it is about change, 

growth, discovery, 
movement, transformation, 

continuously expanding your vision 
of what is possible, 

stretching your soul, 
learning to see clearly & deeply, 

listening to your intuition, 
taking courageous risks, embracing 

challenges 
at every step along the way. 

You are on the path – 
exactly where 

you’re meant to be right now...
and from here, 

you can only go forward, 
shaping your life story 

into a magnificent tale of triumph, 
of healing, of courage, 

beauty, wisdom, power, 
dignity & love. 

– Caroline Joy Adams

Sunday Worship
Sabbath Beginnings 8:00 AM

Communion

Sacred Journey 8:30 AM
Creation Spirituality

Traditional Worship 10:00 AM
Organ, Choir

In Our Prayers This Week

In Hospital
Bonnie Tjaden
Tiffany Serbus

Care Centers
Marcene Johnson
Caroline Pilgram

Hospice
Marie Cross
Nancy Gale
Charlie Grimes
Tom Ludlow

Recovering at Home
Mike Chatt
Marcia Engel

Prayer Requests
Lou Boshee
Megan Hanson
Keith Howard, father of  

Adam Howard
Those around the world 

persecuted for their faith

Our Mission
To make disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world.

Our Vision
We will grow in our love of God 

and neighbor, welcome new 
people and heal a broken world.

Our Strategy
Radical Hospitality
Passionate Worship

Intentional Faith Development
Risk-Taking Mission & Service

Extravagant Generosity


