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Opening  SOng 
 
 Come, Holy Spirit… Maranatha...Come, Lord, Come

SOng  All Things New
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We Make the Road by Walking: Moving With the Spirit

“We are surrounded with the aliveness of the 
Spirit. All that remains is for us to learn how 
to let the Spirit fill, flow and glow within us.”

~Brian McClaren

♫ ➨

Bill’s Last 
Sunday



Text: Rory Cooney, b.1952
Tune: Rory Cooney, b.1952
© 1993, GIA Publications, Inc. Used with permission under OneLicense.net A-704046.

gathering prayerS and BleSSing CreatiOn 
 
 Offering Our Blessing of Bill Mathis

the SCripture                                                  John 15:1-7

 

the StOry Give Us the Spirit of the Child by Sarah York
 
SOng reSpOnSe Ev’ry Time I Feel the Spirit

Eight Points of 
Progessive Christianity

(as articulated by The Center 
for Progressive Christianity, 

Cambridge, MA www.tcpc.com)

By calling ourselves 
progessive, we mean we are 

Christians who:

1. proclaim Jesus Christ as 
our Gate to the realm of 
God;

2. recognize the faithfulness 
of other people who have 
other names for the gateway 
to God’s realm;

3. understand our sharing 
of bread and wine in Jesus’ 
name to be representaion of 
God’s feast for all people’s

4. invite all sorts of 
conditions of people to join 
in our worship and in our 
common life as full partners, 
including, but not limited to:

• believers and agnostics
• conventional Christians 

and questioning 
skeptics,

• homosexuals and 
heterosexuals,

• females and males,
• the despairing and the 

hopeful,
• those of all races and 

cultures, and 
• those of all classes and 

abilities

without imposing on them 
the necessity of becoming 
like us;

♫ ➨



 Text: Afro-American spiritual (Rom. 8:15-17)
Tune: Afro-American spiritual; adapt. and arr. by William Farley Smith, 1986 Adapt. and arr. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing 
House. Used with permission under OneLicense.net A-704046. 

prayerS Of the peOple 

The Spirit to guide us. The Spirit to be our companion. The Spirit 
to hold our pain and our joy. The Spirit to infuse our dreams and 
fuel our hopes. The Spirit to be in our prayers and near those 
for whom we have prayed. Amen

Offering SOng We Have Been Told

Your life is a Sacred Journey – 
and it is about change, 

growth, discovery, 
movement, transformation, 

continuously expanding your vision 
of what is possible, 

stretching your soul, 
learning to see clearly & deeply, 

listening to your intuition, 
taking courageous risks, embracing 

challenges 
at every step along the way. 

You are on the path – 
exactly where 

you’re meant to be right now...
and from here, 

you can only go forward, 
shaping your life story 

into a magnificent tale of triumph, 
of healing, of courage, 

beauty, wisdom, power, 
dignity & love. 

– Caroline Joy Adams

In Our Prayers This Week

Deaths
Virginia Nyberg
Dick Hoffman
Rev. Joe Elmore 

Upcoming Surgery
Eli Roehlkepartain

Recovering at Home
William Almquist 
Gary Hargroves
LuAnn Wolf

Hospice
Roy Almen
Marie Cross

Care Centers
Jim Anderson
Rachel Elliott
Hank Garwick
LaVonne Grover
Doug Jeranson

Prayer Requests
General Conference Delegates 
 and Attendees

If you or a member of your family is 
going into the hospital or moving 
from one care center to another 
and you would like the church to 
know about this, please call the 
church office at 612-871-5303 or 
email Pastoralcare@haumc.org. This 
helps our church family care for one 
another.

5. think that the way we 
treat one another and other 
people is more important 
than the way we express our 
beliefs;

6. find more grace in the 
search for meaning than 
in absolute certainty, in 
the questions than in the 
answers;

7. see ourselves as a 
spiritual community in which 
we discover the resources 
required for our work in the 
world:

• Striving for justice 
and peace among all 
people, and

• bringing hope to 
those Jesus called the 
least of his sisters and 
brothers.

8. recognize that our faith 
entails costly discipleship, 
reuniciation of privilege, and 
conscientious resistance to 
evil-as has always been the 
tradition of the church.

♫ ➨

your

your



Text: Daivd Haas, b. 1957
Tune: David Haas, b. 1957; vocal arr. by David Haas, b. 1957, Marty Haugen, b.1950
© 1983, GIA Publications, Inc. Used with permission under OneLicense.net A-704046.

CeleBratiOnS

life and WOrk Of the COmmunity

gOing intO the WOrld Jesus In the Morning

Text: African-American Folk Song
Tune: African-American Folk Song. Used with permission under OneLicense.net A-704046.

Ahhmen, Ahhwomen, Ahhchildren, 
Ahhanimals, Ahhcreation, Awe!!!

Your life is a Sacred Journey – 
and it is about change, 

growth, discovery, 
movement, transformation, 

continuously expanding your vision 
of what is possible, 

stretching your soul, 
learning to see clearly & deeply, 

listening to your intuition, 
taking courageous risks, embracing 

challenges 
at every step along the way. 

You are on the path – 
exactly where 

you’re meant to be right now...
and from here, 

you can only go forward, 
shaping your life story 

into a magnificent tale of triumph, 
of healing, of courage, 

beauty, wisdom, power, 
dignity & love. 

– Caroline Joy Adams

In Our Prayers This Week

Births
Forrest Frederick Bennett-Holveck, 

son to Elizabeth Bennett and Rob 
Holveck

Oscar Huxley Anderson, son 
of Emma Melcher & Peter 
Anderson, nephew of Nate 
Melcher

Ethan Paul, son of Kelly & Preston 
Kalis, grandson of Bill & 
Carolynne Mathis 

Deaths
George Rockwood
David Kreager

In Hospital
Janet Bunday

Hospice
Jane Sieff
Bonnie Tjaden

Recovering at Home
Jadah Green
Karen Peterson 

Prayer Requests
Loren Anderson
Jeralyn Hirsch, friend of Jane 

Ongalo
JoAnn Hanson 
Megan Hanson
Vivian Lofgren
Jewel Mayer
Joe Meinholz, our Eli intern
Mike Romeyn, father of Lori 

Sitowski
Brenda Turner
Doug Wilkins
The people of London & Manchester
All graduates



Bill Mathis’ 22 Years of 
Ministries at Hennepin
by Bobbie Keller 

Since joining the 
church staff in July 
1995, William Mathis 
has lent his experience, 
skills and personal 
touch to make a good 
music program even 
better. Now, after 22 
years, Bill is retiring as 
Hennepin’s minister of music and fine arts. 

A graduate of Westminster Choir 
College in Princeton, N.J., Bill came 
to Hennepin after nearly 10 years as 
director of music ministries at First 
Presbyterian Church in Tulsa, Okla., with 
strong experience and skills in choral and 
handbell choir music. He had also served 
churches in California, Michigan and 
Ohio.  

As Hennepin’s music director, Bill has 
helped plan countless worship services, 
and conducted concerts and programs 
that have inspired Hennepin Church 
members and the wider community 
alike. Early in his time at Hennepin, he 
expanded participation opportunities by 
creating new musical groups, including the 
Chamber Singers, a 20-voice auditioned 
ensemble that gives special concerts at 
Hennepin and in the community, and the 
Cherub Choir, comprising 4- and 5-year 
olds, who sing at Christmas. 

Under his leadership, the Sanctuary 
Choir (adults), Journey (grades 8-12) and 
Altar Choir (grades 4-7) have collectively 
brought a variety of music, from the 
classics to works of living composers, 
to Hennepin worship. Occasionally the 
composers, some from Minnesota, others 
from around the country, have been in 
the congregation or even a part of the 
program. Music styles have ranged from 
the lush notes of the Brahms “Requiem” 
to the African beat of “Betelehemu,” 
a Nigerian Christmas carol sung in the 

language of that country, which the 
Sanctuary Choir most recently offered to 
the congregation during Advent 2016.

Bill’s musical skills have expanded 
Hennepin’s repertoire. Many of the 
Sanctuary Choir’s worship introit pieces 
were his arrangements. Occasionally 
when an instrumental ensemble has 
accompanied the choir, he has written 
parts for specific orchestral instruments 
when none existed. He has arranged 
handbell pieces for the Hennepin Chime. 
And his work has been published: The 
arrangement of “Come Down O Love 
Divine,” which the choir sang in worship 
June 4, was a collaboration between 
him and former Hennepin organist Don 
Livingston in 2002.  

Occasionally the Sanctuary Choir has 
brought its music into the congregation. 
Each year the choir goes into the aisles 
at the climax of Easter festival services to 
join the congregation in the traditional 
singing of the “Hallelujah Chorus.” 
The carol “Silent Night” always ends 
the candlelight Christmas Eve service, 
with the choir in the aisles, singing an 
engaging counter melody. The choir has 
occasionally come onto the chancel steps 
or into the aisles to present an anthem at 
other times of the year, as well. 

In addition, the Sanctuary Choir has 
joined colleagues from other downtown 
churches for special programs such as the 
biannual downtown church choir festival.  

Bill’s leadership at Hennepin has gone 
beyond music. As minister of music and 
fine arts, he worked closely with the 
Fine Arts Committee, giving valuable 
input into the committee’s decisions and 
support to its work. 

Bill has also broadened Hennepin’s 
outreach to the community. His interest 
and skills in handbell choir music led him 
to create Bells of the Lakes, a community 
group that meets at Hennepin and that 
he directs in addition to his work with 
the Hennepin Chime. Working with Teri 
Larson, director of music at the Basilica 
of St. Mary, he founded Streetsong, a 
choral group of people who are or have 
experienced homelessness and those 
who advocate for them.

In addition, Bill and wife Carolynne 
have traveled around the country leading 
handbell workshops and seminars. His 
professional network includes nationally 
known musicians such as Alice Parker, 
who penned a commissioned choir piece 
in honor of Bill’s retirement. 

In 2005 about 30 Sanctuary Choir 
singers, with guests, traveled with Bill and 
Carolynne to Estonia, Latvia and Russia 

to learn more about those countries and 
share our music with their people.

And in 2010, Bill received a master’s 
degree in human development from St. 
Mary’s University in Minneapolis, inspired 
by a former Sanctuary Choir member who 
sang for more than 60 years. His emphasis 
was on the benefits people find in singing 
or playing in church or other community 
musical groups.

For most in the congregation, Bill is 
the familiar figure directing choral and 
handbell choirs in worship and concerts 
or introducing a hymn or other piece of 
music in worship. But to those who have 
worked with him, particularly those of us 
in the Sanctuary Choir, he has been our 
teacher, mentor, minister and friend.   

For us in the Sanctuary Choir, he has 
helped us further understand what it 
means to lead worship. He’s taught us 
vocal techniques to improve our sound 
and diction, and better connect with 
audiences. Often during rehearsals he 
has shared experiences and anecdotes 
that illustrate a point or help us better 
understand our music or its composer. 
He’s helped the Altar Choir children learn 
about music, the pieces they sing and 
how to lead in worship, and furthered 
the music education and talents of the 
youth in Journey. He’s helped church 
groups better appreciate the music of an 
upcoming concert. 

Bill has also cared 
for us as a shepherd, 
supporting us 
individually in good 
and hard times, visiting 
us in hospital and 
gently leading our 
close-knit Sanctuary 
Choir family. 

Now, as we look forward to the 
challenge of working with a new music 
and fine arts director, we thank you, Bill, 
for all you’ve done for us. You’ve often 
told the Sanctuary Choir how privileged 
you are to work with us. We have been 
privileged to work with you for 22 years. 
God bless you and Carolynne from the 
Sanctuary Choir and the entire HAUMC 
congregation.

His leadership enriched 
HAUMC worship, music 

and art programs




