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Radical Hospitality...

Risk-Taking Mission and Service...

Passionate Worship...

Extravagant Generosity...

Intentional Faith Development...

encourages Christians to offer the absolute 
utmost of themselves, their abilities, and 
their creativity to welcome others into the 
faith. 

reminds us that by reaching out and taking 
risks, churches become the resources God uses 
to change lives and transform the world.

explores how the ingredient of passion 
can transform a worship service and offers 
insights and ideas on how to have worship 
that deeply touches souls and changes 
lives. 

shows how generosity enlarges the soul, 
realigns priorities, connects people to Jesus, 
and strengthens congregations to fulfill Christ’s 
ministries. 

shows how high quality learning 
experiences for all ages mature the 
spirituality and faith of congregational 
participants. 

5 Practices of a 
Fruitful Congregation
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Our Mission
Our Vision
Our Strategy

To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.

We will grow in our love of God and neighbor, 
reach new people and heal a broken world.

We are committed to the five practices of a 
fruitful congregation
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A Letter from 
Pastor Judy
Do you feel it? Do you feel the buzz? No, it’s not 
just the effects of frosty winter wind...There is 
something happening at Hennepin! We feel it, 
and we know you do, too.

There’s  buzz about the remarkable progress of 
our construction project. Our new Education 
Wing is open, and there are so many kids 
enrolled in our Sunday Hennepin Kids classes 
that we have had to expand into an additional 
classroom!  The kitchen renovation is just about 
done and we expect to have a grand opening 
just in time for us to host the Community 
Meal on Super Bowl Sunday!  We will have a 
commercial kitchen license for the first time, 
and Dignity Center Boost participants will start 
jobs training to prepare them for work in food 
services.  The parking lot has been resurfaced,  
and we have recovered all the small children 
who were trapped in the potholes. The 
tuckpointing on our 102-year-old building will 
start up again in Spring 2018.   

“God is surely moving 
among us here.”

—Pastor Judy

But the buzz is about more than the building...
it’s about our souls! Our Live Your Faith 
Everyday (LYFE) Groups are thriving.  We are 
adding three more groups just after the New 
Year. We are starting a new tutoring program 
with MNIC Charter school.  If you would like 
to help kids with math and reading, call the 
church office and we’ll connect you with our 
coordinator. On January 24, local humorist 
and author Lorna Landvik will be here, with 
special musical guest Linda Breitag, reading 
from her new book, Once in a Blue Moon Lodge. 
The weekend before the Super Bowl, Hennepin 
will join the Downtown Congregations and 
the Super Bowl Host Committee to host an 
interfaith event called Bold Hope in the North: 
Interfaith Unity.  January 28 at 2:00 PM at 
Westminster Presbyterian Church. Our original 
goal was to raise $100,000 for Emergency Rental 
Assistance, a fund administered by Downtown 
Congregations to End Homelessness which 
prevents people from becoming homeless--
but we have already surpassed the goal, so we 
are raising it to $250,000!  There is no telling 
what God can do when people of all faiths work 
together! 

In February we will partner with Garrett-
Theological Seminary to host Hope for Creation, 
a weekend of workshops and worship with Rev. 
Dr. Tim Eberhart, a leader in Creation Care 
theology, who will be joined by award-winning 
musicians Leslie Ball and Sara Thomsen. In late 
February or early March, Old School by Steeple 
People will open at 1901 Nicollet Avenue.  

In June, Mark Squire will be joining our staff 
as the new Director of Music and Fine Arts.  
We are looking forward to all the ways he 
will bless life at Hennepin. From June 16 
to June 24,  an Intergenerational mission/
work team will go to Henderson Settlement, 
a United Methodist ministry in the heart 
of Appalachia in Kentucky.  Families of all 
ages are encouraged to register for this trip.  
Check out www.hendersonsettlement.com/
workcamp.php for more details. 

Again in 2018, we will send another team to 
Baiwala, Sierra Leone in West Africa.  This 
past December, a team of eight Hennepin 
folks went to work on a secondary school in 
Baiwala.  We met Rev. Judith Banja, whose 
ministry feeds 700 kids a day. We learned 
how we can support those kids by providing 
scholarships for them to go to school--
education is essential  in a country where 
only 17% of adults can read and write.  You 
will be hearing more about how you can be 
involved in the coming year.

These are just a few reasons why Hennepin 
Church is the place to be! God is surely 
moving among us here. I hope you can sense 
the excitement and momentum as God stirs 
us up to love God deeply, love our neighbors 
and heal a broken world.

With blessings for a 
happy New Year!

  Rev. Judy Zabel,
  

Ne w Faces
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New Faces at Hennepin

Amy Griffiths is thrilled to bring her skills, experience and enthusiasm 
to Hennepin. With a background in higher education--she has taught 
university literature and humanities courses for many years--Amy’s love 
of language, art and storytelling inspires her work as Hennepin’s new 
Marketing & Communications Director. 

Amy earned her B.A. on the east coast at Fordham University in the 
Bronx, New York. After graduation, she served as a Jesuit Volunteer Corps 
volunteer on the west coast in Portland, Oregon, for two years. In 1998, 
she happily returned home to her midwestern roots to earn a doctorate in 
English at the University of Minnesota. Since completing her degree, she 
has taught at the University of Wisconsin - Stout, Normandale Community 
College, and Metropolitan State University.

When she isn’t reading or writing, you’ll find Amy riding her bike around 
the lakes, wandering local art galleries, or enjoying a strong cup of 
coffee with friends. A practicing Catholic who worships up the road at 
the Basilica, Amy was most recently the Communications Director at our 
neighborhood synagogue, Temple Israel. 

She looks forward to sharing your stories of Hennepin’s mission and 
vision in action. Find her online at amy@haumc.org!

Meet Warren Seta, the new HAUMC Kitchen Manager. Warren was born 
and raised in Honolulu. He has four children who love to tell him what 
to do. He loves hanging out with family and friends, and of course enjoys 
cooking for them!  

Warren was a college baseball outfielder. As a young adult he was always 
either playing baseball or cooking.

Warren has formal training in Italian and French cuisine, and taught 
himself Asian cuisine, too. He has owned restaurants in Seattle, 
Washington, and Las Vegas, Nevada. Recently he was the executive 
chef at Kings Restaurant in South Minneapolis, and he came to HAUMC 
after D’Amico’s Parma 8200 restaurant in Bloomington closed this past 
summer. He has been a culinary school instructor and has even cooked 
at private engagements for Bill Gates!

Warren is very excited to work at Hennepin and with the community. He 
is looking forward to developing a culinary team and teaching people 
to connect with their passion for feeding others. Cooking and sharing 
delicious meals are a form of Christian ministry for him, and he believes 
the Lord has brought him here to us. 

We invite you to get to know Warren, and his cooking, in the new year!

Ne w Faces

Amy Griffiths Warren Seta
D i r e c t o r  o f  M a r ket i n g  & 

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s
K i t c h e n  M a n a ge r

“Warren is very enthusiastic. His mission is to make sure people are 
fed. He makes sure there is plenty of food, and the talk around the 

table is how great the food has become around here.” --Todd
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Risk-Taki ng
Mission & Serv  ice
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Risk-Taki ng
Mission & Serv  ice

Lyndy Zabel, Director of Missional Impact 
for the Minnesota Annual Conference of 
the United Methodist Church and husband 
of Senior Pastor, Judy Zabel, was recently 
honored by the Chief of the town of Baiwala, 
Sierra Leone for his incredible development 
work in Sierra Leone. The Auditorium of 
the new secondary school, currently under 
construction in Baiwala, will be named “The 
Lyndy Zabel Auditorium”. The Tribal Chief, in a 
visit to the mission team staying at the mission 
house in Baiwala came to thank Lyndy for 
the thirty years of development work he has 
organized through United Methodist Church. 
Lyndy was both surprised and pleased with 
the honor.  He remarked that he couldn’t have 
done the work without the support of his 
wife, Judy, who was willing to let him go off 
to Sierra Leone for weeks at a time on various 
mission trips.  She stayed home and cared 
for three young children in addition to her 
pastoral responsibilities.

Lyndy made his first trip to Sierra Leone in 
1988 when a 15-year-old youth, Shannon 
Stire, came to him one Sunday after hearing 
a missionary to Sierra Leone speak. She 
announced that she was going on the next 
mission trip to Sierra Leone! Lyndy asked her 
who she was going with.  She replied “You”.  
They joined a team from Indiana and went to 
Freetown, Sierra Leone to work on a school 
construction project.  While there, the team 
met with Bishop Tom Bangura and offered to 
do additional projects.  Bishop Bangura gladly 
accepted Lyndy’s offer and assigned them to 
construct three primary schools.  Over thirty 
years, Lyndy has led Mission trips to Sierra 
Leone 15 times. The teams have rehabbed 
schools, built new schools, organized 
accounting clinics for school personnel, 
rehabbed the seminary, financially supported 
a clinic and organized many Minnesotans to 
enable children to go to school by paying their 
school fees.

I asked Lyndy, “Why is mission work in 
Sierra Leone such a passion for you?”  Lyndy 
recounted that his family provided a model 
of volunteerism  locally and nationally.  
His father, a carpenter, volunteered to use 
his skills in various missional projects.  
Secondly, when in college he took a course 
from a professor from Africa, who piqued 
his interest in going to Africa.  After visiting 
Sierra Leone the first time, Lyndy said 
that seeing the lifestyle and needs of the 
people, experiencing the warm hospitality, 
motivated him to help meet the obvious 
needs that the people have for education 
and health care. He added, “I’ve learned that 
mission Work in Sierra Leone is my calling.  
God has led the way and the projects have 
been going on for 30 years!”

I asked Lyndy how he chooses the projects 
that he works on in Sierra Leone. He replied 
that the Sierra Leone bishop first must 
decide which projects are highest priority, 
and then they invite The Minnesota Annual 
Conference to help support each project.   
Then, The Minnesota Annual Conference 
must approve the project requested by  the 

Sierra Leone bishop before money is raised.  
Lyndy emphasized that Sierra Leonians are 
in charge of any project that the overseas 
missioners are involved with. The Minnesota 
mission teams work in partnership with the 
indigenous people on construction sites and 
in meeting people’s material needs.  Lyndy 
said, “We engage in Lifestyle Evangelism.” By 
this he means that when people observe that 
visitors from the United States Methodist 
Churches are making trips that meet their 
material needs, they  start asking why 
these people are doing this.  The Minnesota 
missioners respond that they help because 
we are Christians and want to share the 
Love of God through meeting their needs.  
Usually, people respond by wanting to know 
more about the missioner’s God of Love.

On behalf of Hennepin Church, I want 
to thank Lyndy for his example of love, 
commitment and service to the people of 
Sierra Leone.

by Ann Carlson

Rev. Lyndy Zabel is 
Honored for Mission Work 

in Sierra Leone
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LYFE Groups

Happy New Year! January is often the time 
of year when we find ourselves thinking 
about our goals or resolutions. Is one of your 
goals this year to be more intentional in 
your spiritual life? Have you wondered how 
you can Live Your Faith Everyday (LYFE)? 
Hennepin Church has an opportunity for 
you to explore these and other questions 
you may have about your faith journey.

Make 2018 the year to develop 
your faith in community with 
others.

Beginning this month you will have an 
opportunity to sign up to join a LYFE Group. 
LYFE Groups are hosted by church members 
and meet in homes or coffee shops in 
neighborhoods throughout the Twin Cities. 
LYFE Groups, along with the church staff,  
study selected books relevant to our faith 
and the current times. In January we will 
continue reading Speaking Christian by 
Marcus Borg. 

Inte ntional 
Please stop by our table in January and 
sign up for a group that is convenient for 
you. If you are interested in hosting a group 
in your neighborhood we are happy to 
help you get started. If you have questions 
please feel free to contact Sally Johnson at 
sally@haumc.org or Kathryn Johnson at 
kmj1960@aol.com. by Kathryn Johnson
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Live Your Faith 
Every DayJesus said “Where two or more are gathered, 

there I am in the midst of them.” John Wesley 
called together “Holy Clubs” in which people 
could  regularly answer the question: “How is 
it with your soul?” Two years ago Hennepin 
Church began small groups for adults where 
faith could be shared and the Presence of God 
could be experienced. 

LYFE groups (Live Your Faith Everyday) have 
been meeting in homes, church, coffee shops 
and restaurants creating sacred community 
as they explore scripture and the writing of 
authors Brian McLaren, Rachel Held Evans 
and Marcus Borg. In their gathering, they 
also have the opportunity to reflect on how 
these scriptures and books were explored 
in worship at both Sacred Journey and 
Sanctuary worship.

 • AB IUST, UT EXERA APISITI SIT, OFFICIUM REHENIM ENIHICIPIT. 

 • PELENDIS ETUS, CUS DOLLAUTEM ID EVENEM FUGIAMUS RES NET VOLO 

 • CORATEM QUOS SIMI, CONSENIS CONSE PLIBERION EARCIPSUNT MA

 • QUAM RERCHICIIS SINIS MAIO. ITAT UT DE REMOLORENT, ODITAESEDIS 

 • DUNT, QUIBUS AB INUM AUT ESSI DOLUPTA VENDITATEST, UT AUTEM. UT 

 • VERNATUR, ENDITIUSAE. SEQUI DENDAMUS, OPTAS QUE AUT EOSAM 

 • DOLUPTI SCIMUS, OMNI IUM HIL ERIATATIS UT ET, QUE ODIS DIT,  

 • UT ALIBEAQUIDIS ADIATUR? QUI NUM QUAM VOLUPTATEM  

 • COREM NIHIC TET QUIDEND IGENIMI, UT VOLENET, CUM FACEARUM 

 • DERIATEM FUGIA CONSERE IN REPROVI DELENDAM QUI NONSE PA CON

 • SEQUAM QUO QUE QUO QUE DITEM CONSE DIPIS CONSEQUI VELITA 

 • QUI DICIM QUE SIMIN PORERO TENISSI TIATUR AB IUM RESED QUIATIO

 • PORIO OMMOLENTEM QUAE ISITAT ALIASPE LESSUM QUISSIM QUI 

 • ERISQUIATUR APIDIA QUE ET AUT ET MAIO MODITATET PERUM NON 

 • VELIQUIA ALIBUSCID UNDE DIOSTEM SI TE VELITIS DENDEBIS

 •  DOLUPTIST ULLUPTI AEPEREM ET MO ENDAE. ET

Faith Development
Inte ntional 

These small groups have become places 
where not only ideas are shared, but life. 
As is the nature of where two or more 
are gathered, there are joys to celebrate, 
struggles to express, losses to share. And 
there is prayer. In these groups people have 
come together who might not ever have 
come into the same circle in a church the 
size of Hennepin. But now they know one 
another’s names and more importantly their 
lives. This is the beauty and gift of being in a 
LYFE group.

by Sally Howell Johnson
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One of the first changes I made in my vocabulary 
when I entered seminary was letting go of 
“church” and embracing “worship.” It is easy 
to say, “We’re going to church,” when we mean 
“We’re going to worship.” It’s an important 
distinction. Jesus calls us to be the church, 
not go to it. And “worship” isn’t just a noun, a 
certain time in a certain place, but a verb, an act 
we do as followers of Jesus. 

We do this act of worship with passion! United 
Methodist Bishop Robert Schnase reminds 
us, “Without passion, worship becomes dry, 
routine, boring, and predictable, keeping the 
form while lacking the spirit.” That doesn’t 
sound like compelling worship or a compelling 
church to me!

Perhaps you have gone through the motions of 
worship once or twice (or thrice), or wondered 
why we do what we do or wonder if worship 
will “get out on time” (God’s time or ours?). 
These are the tiny thoughts that can become 
stumbling blocks to truly passionate worship, 
the kind of worship that opens us to what the 
Holy Spirit is doing in us and in our neighbors 
in the pew. 

James Forbes, Senior Minister Emeritus of 
Riverside Church in New York, developed the 
75% Rule. According to Forbes, in a church 
that is truly vital and diverse, a person is only 
excited by 75% of what is going on at any point 
in time, including worship. The other 25% is a 

gift each person gives to their neighbor down 
the pew, a person with different spiritual needs. 
It’s why we have both silence and lively music, 
prayer of confession and prayer of petition, 
a time with children and a time to share the 
peace with all around us. Each moment lights 
the passionate fire within someone God has 
gathered together for worship. If the moment 
excites you, embrace it. If it does not, give it 
away to someone else who needs it that day. 
We don’t worship our preferences; we worship 
our all-inclusive, loving God.

Seek out the pieces of worship that fill you with 
passion.  There, you will find the Holy!

W  orship
Passiona te 
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Young adult ministry is always evolving, 
and 2018 will be a year of innovation. 
Hennepin Avenue United Methodist Church 
has been invited to be in the premiere 
cohort of congregations of the Innovation 
Hub at Garrett-Evangelical Seminary. 
Over the next three years, the church is 
committed to working with Garrett to 
design, implement, and evaluate ministry 
to young adults in a process involving 
assessment, education, and the potential 
of a grant. 

In February, our congregation will be part 
of the Church Assessment Tool (CAT) Survey 
to help the program better know us and see 
how we work with and for young adults. 
This spring, a team will travel to Garrett for 
a course on “Religious and Spiritual Lives 
of Young Adults,” looking at recent research 
and engaging in fearless dialogues. This 
summer, the team will craft a grant proposal 
based on all we’ve learned about our church 
and from the seminary to launch new, 
innovated ministry for young people. 

Young Adult Ministries is already creating 
new opportunities for young people in 
our church and in our neighborhood. In 
addition to the stalwart monthly Pub 
Theology, two quarterly ministries will 
debut this year. Pub+Project is a new 
ministry that combines a service project 
followed by socializing at the nearest 
pub. The 2018 lineup includes Community 
Meals, Feed My Starving Children, and Old 
School by Steeple People. Adulting 101 is a 

new series of free classes for young adults 
in the community including budgeting 
basics, personal branding, meal planning, 
sewing basics, tax essentials, and more. 

Paul Christopher joined Hennepin Avenue 
in 2016 and the Young Adult Ministries team 
in 2017. He says he appreciates “spiritual-
yet-fun conversations at Pub Theology and 
meeting new people with similar passions.” 
Paul hopes to find more people with these 
passions as part of our Innovation Hub 
team alongside Pastor Nate Melcher and 
Sarah Wiechmann.

“I’m looking forward to our young adult 
grant opportunity and learning from other 
congregations,” he said. “I’ve been blessed 
to be part of Young Adult Ministries here. 
My experience has been so positive and it’s 
given me much greater direction with my 
faith.”

Young Adult Ministries co-chair Sarah 
Wiechmann, who grew up at HAUMC and 
now sings in the Sanctuary Choir, says, “I am 
eager to connect young adults searching 
for spiritual growth and nourishment with 
a faith home at HAUMC and sharing this 
church community with our neighbors!”

Other hopes and dreams for Young Adult 
Ministries in 2018 include hosting a block 
party and sponsoring a 5K for a social 
justice issue. For now, Hennepin members 
are asked to watch for the survey and 
participate this February.

“I’ve been blessed to be part of 
Young Adult Ministries here. My 
experience has been so positive 
and it’s given me much greater 

direction with my faith.”

—Paul Christopher

Hennepin Teams with Garrett Seminary for 
Young Adult Ministry Grant

W  orship
Passiona te 

by Rev. Nate Melcher
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Your Part in the Bold 
Hope of the North!

Last July, Jackie applied at the Basilica of 
Saint Mary for Emergency Rental Assistance 
(ERA) as offered by the Downtown 
Congregations to End Homelessness 
(DCEH).  Such assistance is available to 
persons who do not qualify for Hennepin 
County’s rental assistance program and are 
in danger of losing their housing.  Jackie 
was unable to meet her rent obligation 
because she had travelled out of state to 
attend the funeral of a family member and 
was behind on her rent.  She didn’t qualify 
for assistance from Hennepin County 
because she made too much money.  She 
and her family were on the verge of being 
evicted.  

Thankfully, the Basilica was able to refer 
Jackie’s application to the DCEH’s ERA 
program. It was approved and in fulfillment 
of assistance requirements, Jackie went to 
the Dignity Center to work with an Advocate 
on budgeting, and to volunteer for a period 
of time. The Emergency Rental Assistance 
program has helped Jackie and her family 
to remain housed, and has given her peace 
of mind.  Six months later, Jackie has built 
up her confidence, enjoys working in the 
happy positive environment of the Dignity 
Center, and now volunteers with Natives 
Against Heroin.  “I was helped and I want to 
give back to the community.”

In 2017, the Downtown Congregations to 
End Homelessness helped keep 143 people, 
like Jackie (and their families) from losing 
their housing. In all, it took almost $150,000 
to rescue those individuals and families 
from imminent homelessness. When one 
considers that the cost of one episode of 
homelessness for a family in Hennepin 
County is $5,000, we can appreciate 
the valuable savings to the county and 
taxpayers that results from the DCEH’s ERA 
intervention.  

The Interfaith Community in Minneapolis 
gets it! And that’s why our Christian, 
Jewish, Muslim, and Unitarian leadership 
have joined forces with the Super Bowl 
Host Committee to launch BOLD HOPE 
IN THE NORTH.  This is an interfaith 
gathering designed to raise money to 
prevent homelessness through the DCEH’s 
Emergency Rental Assistance Program.  The 
“Bold Hope” aims to raise enough funds 
to at least double the number of persons 
that have been previously helped to avoid 
eviction and homelessness. 

The event takes place on January 28, 2018, 
at 2:00 p.m. at Westminster Presbyterian 
Church on Nicollet Mall and 12th Street, 
Minneapolis. The celebration will feature 
music and testimonies from people like 
Jackie who have been helped by the 
Emergency Rental Assistance Program. 
Do you get it? Will you be there? Will you 
contribute? Be a part of the Bold Hope in 
the North.  

Extra vagant

by John Cole
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Generosity

Streetsong MN’s Impact
by Roshell Shanklin

It’s 2018! I can’t help but feel excited about 
another year with StreetSong MN. Since it 
started over 3 years ago, StreetSong MN 
has brought together an unlikely company 
of persons who are homeless or formerly 
homeless, and persons who have never 
experienced homelessness, but care deeply 
about those of us who have. What unites us is 
our love of music and the strong community 
that we experience whether rehearsing weekly 
or performing before a live audience. 

In talking with fellow members, I have 
discovered that StreetSong MN has profoundly 
impacted our lives in ways that can be 
described as eye-opening and spirit-pleasing. 
Here are thoughts from several members:

 “It has made me much more aware of the plight 
and day-to-day struggles of the homeless.”  
—Linda Fletcher 

“StreetSong enables me to flip the script of 
negative thought and brings me into a positive 
frame of mind about myself. It drives me to help 
others in the homeless community.”  
—Sherry Shannon 

“Being in the choir has introduced me to new 
members and new people.  I now call those I 
perform with my friends. This experience has 
given me more confidence in my singing voice.”  
—Tom Schulenberg

What really resonates with us is StreetSong’s 
social justice message, which transforms our 
performances into celebrations of hope and 
new horizons.  For Linda and Tom, the Ordway 
performance with the singing group Cantus, its 
large crowds and the awesome venue, stands 
out.  For Sherry, a highlight was The Dignity 
Center’s fundraiser where donors came to 
support the cause, and left the event truly 
impressed with the choir’s performance.   

For me, StreetSong’s performance at the 
Simpson Memorial March and Service was 
particularly impactful. During the program, 
the names of persons who had experienced 
homelessness and had passed away that year 
were read aloud.  In 2016, one of my best friends 
was on that list, and through StreetSong, I was 
privileged to sing at his memorial.  

Extra vagant

The thing that makes this choir special to 
us is that we hear the voices crying out from 
the wilderness, and we advocate for them 
on various stages around the Twin Cities, 
through songs, the sharing of experiences 
and hope.  So, let’s go 2018. It’s time for more 
StreetSong!  

StreetSong MN is a choir that aims to unite 
voices for harmony and community. Comprised 
of persons ‘experienced’ in homelessness – i.e. 
persons currently or formerly homeless, and 
those who care about them – StreetSong is led 
by the Music Directors of the Basilica of St Mary 
and Hennepin Avenue United Methodist Church. 
This choral collaboration  is an enterprise of the 
Downtown Congregations to End Homelessness 
(DCEH).
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“I inherited two traditions – a lavish late-night 
buffet, and a bonfire at the lake to ring in the 
New Year,” said Steve Blons. “It was pretty much 
unstructured – sledding, skiing, snowshoeing, 
reading, puzzles, board games. Oh yes, there 
was broomball on the pond. The tradition of 
New Year’s at Koinonia started during John 
Lindman’s time as Director, so it’s older than 
1984,” said Blons, Lindman’s successor.

Blons quoted other Koinonia veterans who 
said, “I remember ice skating on the lake, 
horse-drawn sleigh rides, and candles to mark 
the way to the bonfire. The carillon played Auld 
Lang Syne at the stroke of midnight. It was 
cheesy and sweet.”

Many of these traditions continue today. A new 
generation of campers comes to Koinonia from 
December 30th to January 1st every year. The 
new campers’ comments aren’t much different 
from what staff heard in the 1980s and 1990s. 
Recently a guest said, “I thought I’d miss the 
parties and seeing the ball descend in Times 

Square. Well I’ll tell you, nothing can compare 
to the quiet of the snow-covered woods, and 
the bonfire – it’s amazing! Way better than 
Times Square.”

But, there is one new tradition - on New Year’s 
morning, guests gather in Koinonia’s chapel 
to sing Christmas songs, pray, and join in on 
presenting a fun Epiphany drama.  Then, each 
camper leaves a little stone on the altar as a 
symbol of what they’d like to leave behind, and 
lights a candle of hope in anticipation of all that 
lies ahead. “That was lovely,” a guest said. “I’m 
coming back next year.”

New Year’s at Koinonia
by Mark Peterson

Hospitality
Radical 
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How Did You Get to 
Hennepin?

by Audra Howard 
From the very first time that I came to 
Hennepin, I could feel the warmth and love 
of this community. I felt welcomed as I sat as 
a newcomer in worship. I was greeted warmly 
by regulars and received friendly smiles 
and handshakes. After attending for several 
months, I was asked to be on the Hospitality 
Committee, and being an extreme extrovert, I 
jumped at serving with others to show radical 
hospitality to all people who enter the doors 
of Hennepin! Later I was asked to lead our 
Invitational initiative at Hennepin, which 
seemed like an extension of making people feel 
welcomed. Easy enough, right? No, not really.

Being welcoming is engaging with people 
once they are here. Being invitational is about 
engaging with people before they are here. 
Different and a stretch for almost everyone. It’s 
not always easy to talk about faith and invite 
people to church, but that is what this is about: 
Living to invite. 

I’m taking some simple steps to make inviting 
a part of my every day. My first step: start 
talking about “my church” to people in casual 
conversation. The more I have talked about 
“my church” to friends, neighbors, and co-
workers, the easier it has been to say, “You 
should come with me sometime.” I’ve found 

When you see this snazzy logo, 
we invite you to remember how 
you first came to Hennepin as 
a place to worship and deepen 
your faith, and to think about 
the invitations you accepted 
from Hennepin members and 
friends. We’re delighted to 
be heading into our second 
year of Hennepin’s focus on 
becoming more invitational as a 
congregation.  The leaders of our 
#LIVETOINVITE initiative share 
their stories, and would love to 

hear yours!

this to be a powerful and it is only a first step. As 
we enter this new year, will you consider taking 
this simple first step with me?  

by Jeff Smith
I remember my family’s first time at Hennepin. 
We had moved to the Twin Cities about six 
months earlier, and were looking for something 
more than we had found in our initial suburban 
church-shopping. At Hennepin, we found a 
warm and stimulating environment for our kids 
and for ourselves. The whole family grew here. 
And we made lifelong friends. It would not have 
happened without a series of invitations, first 
to visit Hennepin and then to become involved 
in a variety of ministries. 

You see the energy all around us, especially 
with the renovation of our education wing and 
kitchen. We are so ready to welcome many 
new people to our church! If you would like to 
share your story, or to learn more about how 
to extend invitations to friends and neighbors, 
please contact Audra or me.
Live to Invite! 

INVITE
#LIVE TO

Hospitality
Radical 

Employee of the Month: Sherry Shannon
by Sally Howell Johnson 

If you enjoy a good cup of coffee on Sunday morning, you can thank not only 
Jim Cone for his donation, but our Employee of the Month Sherry Shannon who 
brewed it for you.

Sherry arrives very early on Sunday mornings to make sure Hennepin Church 
is caffeinated! Sherry was born and raised in south Minneapolis (one of twelve 
children) in the Phillips neighborhood. She graduated from South High School 
and attended Metropolitan Community College. Sherry openly says, “I like 
helping people,” and she has done this through a variety of jobs before arriving 
at Hennepin. Sherry has been a nursing assistant and a security attendant, and 
worked the welcome desk at the Government Center. In addition to working 
in a variety of food service-related jobs at Hennepin, Sherry uses her gifts 
for music singing with Street Song, which gives her great joy. She has also 
exercised her spirit for social justice by testifying at the Day on the Hill, sharing 
her experiences of the harmful effects of Pay Day Lending. 

At Hennepin Sherry’s spirit is joyful and enthusiastic as she shares her faith and her wonderful presence. And on game days—for both the Vikings and 
the Twins—Sherry is ready to cheer on her favorite teams. 

Thank you, Sherry, for all you do and congratulations on being Hennepin’s Employee of the Month. 



16 /  InspIre

YOUR 
LOGO 
HERE

A photographic exhibit reflecting 
on 30 years of HIV/AIDS through 
the lives of 30 people affected 
from around the globe.

JAN 7 - FEB 14 

Be challenged and inspired by the stories 
of 30 people from across the globe living 
with and affected by HIV/AIDS. 

These events are presented by the 
nonprofit Clare Housing, Minnesota's 
largest housing provider for low income 
people living and affected by HIV. 

All programs held at Hennepin Avenue 
United Methodist Church, 511 Groveland 
Ave, Minneapolis.

PART 1: THE CREATION OF "30 LIVES" WITH 
PHOTOGRAPHER KIMBERLY VRUDNY 
JAN 7, 11 AM - 1 PM 

Hear firsthand from photographer Kimberly 
Vrudny about her global journey. 

PART 2: THE EPIDEMIC TODAY, EXCITING 
ADVANCES, UNEVEN ACCESS 
JAN 14, 11 AM - 1 PM 

Learn about HIV today in Minnesota, and how 
poverty and stigma present some of the 
biggest challenges to ending the epidemic.


