
Where + is indicated, standing or sitting, we praise God.
You are invited to read aloud the bold text.

First sunday OF Lent

We Gather to Worship God

Centering  Rev. Sally Howell Johnson

Prelude  Adagio, BWV 564 J. S. Bach
  Andrew Hackett, organist

Choral introit  Sara Thomsen

+ Call to WorshiP  Carol Southward

Come, let us dwell in God’s shelter. 

Let us dwell in God’s work of art. 

Come, because the Earth is the Lord’s, And God’s Earth is our home. 

We live in God’s World; we are not alone. We share this life 
with the heavens and the earth, With the waters and the 
land, With trees and grasses, With fish, birds, and animals, 
With minerals and creatures of every form, And with all our 
brothers and sisters. 

God is good and everything God makes is good.

God is love and everything God makes is love’s fruit.  Let us 
worship God!
  
                         
                  

+ hymn All Creatures of the Earth and Sky lasst uns erfreuen
(See screens for words)
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Prayer of Confession  Rev. Sally Howell Johnson

From Hosea 4:1-3: There is no loyalty or faithfulness, and no knowledge 
of God in the land. Swearing stealing, lying, murder, and adultery break 
out; bloodshed follows bloodshed. The land mourns, and all who live 
in it languish; together with the wild animals and the birds of the air, 
even the fish of the sea are perishing. 

Prayer: Merciful God, in your gracious presence we confess our sin 
and the sin of this world. Although Christ is risen from the grave and 
has shattered the power of death, we are still held captive by fear 
and doubt. We hold on to suspicions and jealousies that set neighbor 
against neighbor and nation against nation. 

We have neglected the poor and the hungry. In our pursuit of the 
“good life” we have gone along with injustice; we have ignored the 
cries of the oppressed. We pursue profits and pleasures that harm 
the land and pollute the waters. We have squandered the Earth’s 
gifts on technologies of destruction. Have mercy on us, O God. 
Help us to trust your power to change our lives and make us new, 
that we and all your creatures may know the joy of life abundant, 
given through Jesus Christ, the risen Lord.

silent Prayer

Words of assuranCe
 
WelCome  Rev. Judy Zabel
 

Let the children come to the front for the time with children.

Blessing of the Children    Sara Thomsen
     Rev. Sally Howell Johnson

+ sharing the PeaCe 

May the peace of God be with you.
And also with you.

Please greet each other by name and with a sign of reconciliation and peace.

+ hymn no. 150 God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens holy manna
  verses 1-2

We Hear the Word

sCriPture reading     Colossians 1:15-23 (NRSV) 
    

The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

 Feb. 4 Speaking Christian:   
  Believing/Faith
  Rev. Judy Zabel

 Feb. 11 Speaking Christian:   
  Mercy
  Rev. Judy Zabel

 Feb. 14 Ash Wednesday
  
 Feb. 18 Cosmic Christ, 
  Earthly Hope
  Rev. Dr. Timothy   
    R. Eberhart    
  from Garrett-Evangelical  
  Theological Seminary

 Feb. 25 Speaking Christian: Sin
  Rev. Judy Zabel

 Mar. 4 Speaking Christian:   
  Forgiveness
  Rev. Judy Zabel

 Mar. 11 March Madness/
  Jersey Day
  Speaking Christian: 
  John 3:16
  Rev. Nate Melcher 

sermon series

speaking
christian

     

based on the book by Marcus J. Borg

In Our Prayers This Week

Deaths
Virginia Nyberg
Dick Hoffman
Rev. Joe Elmore 

Upcoming Surgery
Eli Roehlkepartain

Recovering at Home
William Almquist 
Gary Hargroves
LuAnn Wolf

Hospice
Roy Almen
Marie Cross

Care Centers
Jim Anderson
Rachel Elliott
Hank Garwick
LaVonne Grover
Doug Jeranson

Prayer Requests
General Conference Delegates 
 and Attendees

If you or a member of your family is 
going into the hospital or moving 
from one care center to another 
and you would like the church to 
know about this, please call the 
church office at 612-871-5303 or 
email Pastoralcare@haumc.org. This 
helps our church family care for one 
another.
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sermon Cosmic Christ, Earthly Hope Rev. Dr. Timothy R. Eberhart

+ hymn no. 150 God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens holy manna
  verses 3-4

We Respond to the Word

Prayers of the PeoPle Rev. Judy Zabel

 sharing our Joys & ConCerns

 silent Prayer

 Pastoral Prayer

 the lord’s Prayer 

giving our tithes, gifts & offerings 

musiCal offering For the Beauty of the Earth John Rutter
  Sanctuary Choir

 
+ Presentation of our gifts & doxology (no. 94) lasst uns erfreuen

+ Prayer of dediCation

We Take the Word Into the World

The Acolytes carry the light of Christ into the world.

song of Blessing  Sara Thomsen

+ BenediCtion  Rev. Judy Zabel

+ Postlude Improvisation on “Lift Every Voice” Andrew Hackett

We welcome Rev. Dr. Tim R. Eberhart and Sara Thomsen to Hennepin 
Avenue UMC! Dr. Eberhart is the Assistant Professor of Theology and 
Ecology at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary in Evanston, Illinois, 
and an ordained elder in the Dakotas Conference of The United Methodist 
Church. His approach to environmental justice work braids together 
Christian perspectives, contemporary Creation Care scholarship, and 
practical activism to engage mind, heart, and soul. Sara Thomsen is an 
award-winning singer/songwriter who has been called “one of Northern 
Minnesota’s best kept secrets.” Increasing wonder and awareness, 
deepening spiritual connection, and widening social engagement through 
song is at the heart of her work.

Your life is a Sacred Journey – 
and it is about change, 

growth, discovery, 
movement, transformation, 

continuously expanding your vision 
of what is possible, 

stretching your soul, 
learning to see clearly & deeply, 

listening to your intuition, 
taking courageous risks, embracing 

challenges 
at every step along the way. 

You are on the path – 
exactly where 

you’re meant to be right now...
and from here, 

you can only go forward, 
shaping your life story 

into a magnificent tale of triumph, 
of healing, of courage, 

beauty, wisdom, power, 
dignity & love. 

– Caroline Joy Adams

In Our Prayers This Week

Deaths
Hank Garwick
 was Feb. 16 at 11:00 AM
Curt Oliver
 May 6

Hospital
Jolene Jeranson
Saud Ali, friend of the Dunbars

Care Centers
Bob Beach
Kate Lewis
Sandra Moulton
Elizabeth Speer, Shari M. Speer’s 

mother
Sharon Stephens

Recovering at Home
Clarice Seim
Jean Simmons

Prayer Requests
Eftu Adugna
Carolyn Edblom
JoAnn Hanson
Marcene Johnson
Jewel Mayer
Chidi Omeoga on the death of 

her father
Estulio Perez
Mary Voigt, mother of Abby
David, grandson of Trish Younkin
The community of Parkland, FL

Prayers of Celebration
and Safety
Akouma Omeoga - Racing with 

the Nigerian Bobsled Team in 
the Olympics

The 16 Hennepin Youth on Ski 
Trip



haumc.org/give

You can use your smartphone 
to give electronically today. 

Just scan the QR code below.

Ministers
All members of the congregation.

 Clergy
Sally Johnson, Minister of Worship 

& Spiritual Formation  
Jim McChesney, Pastoral Care/Visitation

 Nate Melcher, Associate Pastor
Richard Waggoner, Music Emeritus

Judy Zabel, Senior Pastor 

  Program Staff
Lynne Carroll, Children & Families 

Shari M. Speer,  Music Ministry
John Cole, Dignity Center 

Mary Martin, Outreach
Mark Peterson, Program Director at 

Koinonia Retreat Center

 Twin Cities District
  Superintendent

Dan Johnson

 Minnesota Area Bishop
Bruce R. Ough

Hennepin Avenue United Methodist Church
511 Groveland Avenue

Minneapolis, MN  55403
612-871-5303

HAUMC is a Reconciling congregation 
and welcomes all persons without regard 
to age, race, culture, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, family configuration, 
religious background, economic status, 
or developmental and physical ability.

Our worship services are
streamed live on the internet:

haumc.org/live

We are a Caring Community

Pastoral Care: Please notify the church office if you, 
a family member or any other church member are 
experiencing illness, hospitalization, or are in need 
of pastoral care. Please call 612-871-5303 and ask 
for Pastoral Care, ext. 771 or email 
PastoralCare@haumc.org.

Congregational Joys and Concerns are posted 
each week in the Pastoral Care area of the kiosk in 
Carlson Hall. Cards for members in need of cheer 
are available to sign at the reception desk.

Downtown Grief Support Group:
www.mplsgriefsupport.com is a co-operative effort 
of downtown churches. Please see their website for 
the most current information.

We Welcome You!
We’re glad you’re here, and we’d love to get to know you better. Please 
leave your contact information in the Friendship Pads found in each 
pew. If this is your first visit, welcome. If you are returning, welcome back!

Pick up your welcome bag as you leave.

Tour our beautiful building. Meet at the front of the Sanctuary 
following 10am worship.

Grab a cup of coffee in Carlson Hall. Our thanks to Jim Cone of Coffee 
and Tea, Ltd.—our coffee supplier.

We love your children. Nursery care for infants – age 3 is available in 
room 101 in the education wing. Ask an usher for directions.

Missional Parking at Hennepin
To be an inviting congregation and welcome people on our campus, we 
need to continue being missional about how we park at Hennepin. Please 
prioritize the church parking lot for our new guests, people with 
mobility issues, and families with infants and young children. We ask all 
able-bodied members/longtime guests to please park in the Architectural 
Alliiance lots (on either side of 400 Clifton Ave.), use street parking, or use 
the underground Walker ramp (paid vouchers available at Reception). 


