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Radical Hospitality...

Risk-Taking Mission 
and Service...

Passionate Worship...

Extravagant 
 Generosity...

Intentional Faith 
Development...

encourages Christians to offer the 
absolute utmost of themselves, their 
abilities, and their creativity to welcome 
others into the faith. 

reminds us that by reaching out and taking 
risks, churches become the resources God 
uses to change lives and transform the world.

explores how the ingredient of passion 
can transform a worship service and 
offers insights and ideas on how to have 
worship that deeply touches souls and 
changes lives. 

shows how generosity enlarges the soul, 
realigns priorities, connects people to Jesus, 
and strengthens congregations to fulfill 
Christ’s ministries. 

shows how high quality learning 
experiences for all ages mature the 
spirituality and faith of congregational 
participants. 

5 Practices of a 
Fruitful Congregation

Our Mission
To make disciples of Jesus 

Christ for the transformation 
of the world.

Our Vision
We will grow in our love of 

God and neighbor,  reach 
new people and heal a 

broken world.

Our Strategy
We are committed to the 
five practices of a fruitful 

congregation

On Thursday, June 7, Minnesota 
Internship Center students celebrated 
their graduation ceremony in 
Hennepin’s sanctuary. Read the 
story and see more photos inside.

Photo by Adele Dahm
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A Letter from 
Pastor Judy
Dear Hennepin Friends,

On April 10, 2018, the Pioneer Press ran 
an article entitled, “MN students near top 
on national test. Breaking results down by 
race tells another story.” In it, Minnesota’s 
education commissioner lamented our 
state’s persistent achievement gaps. 
She said, “Our most important work is 
in eliminating these nagging disparities 
by removing barriers and increasing 
opportunities for our kids who have been 
underserved for way too long.”  

This article reminded me that Methodists 
have a long history of supporting 
education. Did you know that in the 19th 
century, Methodists fought for child labor 
laws that would get kids out of factories 
and into schools? Or that in the days 
before public education, when only the 
rich were able to send their kids to school, 
Methodist churches helped create the 
Sunday School movement so that they 
could teach poor kids how to read, write 
and do math? Did you know that Hennepin 
members directly supported the founding 
of Hamline University, the first university 
in Minnesota? And did you know that many 

Throughout our history 
and across the world, 

Methodists promote 
education for all.  

—Pastor Judy

of the historic Black colleges were started by 
Methodists? When I travel to Sierra Leone 
and Liberia, I see United Methodist schools in 
just about every village we visit. Throughout 
our history and across the world, Methodists 
promote education for all. 

Here at home, Hennepin partners with 
Minnesota Internship Center (MNIC), 
a public charter school that works to 
eliminate achievement gaps for students 
of color in Minneapolis. MNIC has four 
sites across the Twin Cities, and Hennepin 
Avenue UMC is one. Every day I see 
students and faculty enter the education 
wing of our building, and I am proud that 
we can offer the classroom space they 
need. In May, we hosted a barbeque lunch 
for the MNIC students, and on June 7 we 
hosted the MNIC graduation ceremony 
here in our sanctuary. What a joy it is to 
bless our neighbors in this way!   
 
In Minnesota and at Hennepin, we are 
fortunate to have many paths open to us 
as we seek education. But in many parts 
of the world, education is hard to come by. 
In Baiwalla, Sierra Leone, children yearn 
to go to school, but poverty and crisis 
get in the way. When our Hennepin team 
traveled to Baiwalla last December, we 
learned there was a preschool that was on 
the verge of closing for lack of funds. Our 
Hennepin chapter of United Methodist 
Women stepped right up and provided 
the funding for the preschool to stay open. 
Their generous gift of $6,000 will help 150 
children get a good start. 

A new Hennepin ministry group 
is beginning a long-term sister 
relationship with the United Methodist 
Church in Baiwalla. You might wonder, 
“Why would we do this when there are so 
many needs right here in Minneapolis?” 
I get asked this question all the time! 
I believe that as United Methodists, 
we have made a commitment to be a 
global church. John Wesley, the founder 
of Methodism said, “The world is our 
parish,” and we really live that out. We 
have made friends with people in India, 
Haiti, Zimbabwe, Russia and now Sierra 
Leone. I hope you will join me in praying 
for this new effort to extend our ministry 
to Sierra Leone even as we continue to 
strengthen our ministry here in our own 
neighborhood.  
 
God is able to do far more than we can 
ask or imagine! You reveal this to me 
every single day. We serve an amazing 
God and you are wonderful, loving, 
giving people who really live your faith 
into the world wherever you are. Thank 
you for sharing your lives with one 
another and with me.  
 
With joy as we serve Jesus together,
 

Pastor Judy
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Hospitality

Radical 

In April, Trelisha, the mother of one of our Minnesota Internship Center (MNIC) Charter 
School students, informed the Minneapolis public school’s District Homeless Liaison that 
she was at risk of losing her housing. 

Trelisha explained that she had recently lost her employment and fallen behind on paying 
rent due to lack of income. The landlord then took her to court, suing her for late payment 
fees and back rent. Although the judge ruled that the landlord could not evict her based 
on past due rent, she was issued a deadline of 4pm the following day to pay the remaining 
balance due: $3234. 

When Trelisha contacted the Homeless Liaison, she had already spoken with other 
emergency rental assistance agencies that could not cover the total amount, due to their 
own shortage in funds. Project Hope and Ramsey County’s Safety Net had agreed to cover 
a combined total of $2500, if she could find means to pay the remaining $734. Trelisha 
turned to The Dignity Center, knowing that Hennepin Avenue UMC not only houses the 
Minnesota Internship Center where her daughter is a student, but also The Dignity Center 
to provide services for people at risk of homelessness.  When The Dignity Center agreed 
to pay the remaining $734, the other agencies released their funds.

Due to the partnership between HAUMC, The Dignity Center, and MNIC, Trelisha and 

Closing Achievement Gaps:
Minnesota Internship Center

her children were able to remain in their 
housing. She has since found permanent 
employment again, and will now be able 
to keep up with her rental payments.

The Minnesota Internship Center and 
HAUMC have been partners since January 
of 2013, motivated to work together 
toward a mutual mission: to improve 
life in the Twin Cities for people in our 
community of all creeds and ethnicities. 
MNIC focuses on recruiting students who 
have encountered barriers to gaining their 
education, including poverty, unstable 
home environments, the absence of a 
social support system, learning disabilities, 
mental and physical illness, and more. 
MNIC and The Dignity Center have a lot 
in common, as both work to break down 
barriers so that people can create stable 
and hopeful futures for themselves and 
their families. 
 
Since moving into the Education Wing at 
HAUMC, the school has found a wonderful 
learning environment for its students. 
Clean classrooms, big windows, reliable 
equipment and comfortable desks go 
a long way to encourage and support 
students’ learning and determination. As 
a Minneapolis public charter school, MNIC 
leases these classrooms from the church, 
and the income earned via rental fees in 
the past 5 years covered over half of the 
expense of our recent Education Wing 
renovation. What a wonderful, mutually-
beneficial partnership!
 
Over the years, MNIC students have also 
been recipients of Hennepin members’ 

by Mary Martin, with photos by Adele Dahm
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extravagant generosity in the form of donated school supplies, funds to help cover the costs of MNIC Prom, and handmade quilts created 
by Hennepin’s Knotty Quilters and given to each MNIC graduate. On a beautiful spring day this past May, the HAUMC staff hosted a 
barbeque for the students and staff in the parking lot. Sometimes Radical Hospitality looks like games of life-size Jenga, bean bag toss 
rivalries, and laughter over a good grilled hot dog. 
 
On June 7, this year’s MNIC Graduation Ceremony took place in our sanctuary. We are honored to help these students and their families 
feel like at HAUMC, they have a home.



6 /  InspIre

Generosity
Extravagant

Each spring, Hennepin Foundation 
Scholarships are given to students 
pursuing seminary, college or university 
degree programs, or other post-secondary 
degree or certificate programs. Recipients 
may be Hennepin members or employees, 
or others with a connection to Hennepin. 
This year, a total of $18,000 was awarded 
to eleven scholars. The 2018 scholars 
included four who will begin college this 
fall, and seven who are currently in college.

Foundation scholarships are funded 
through generous contributions by 
Hennepin members, to provide both 
encouragement and financial assistance 
for students in pursuing their dreams. 
In the essay section of their scholarship 
applications, students highlight their 
educational and career goals and how 
scholarships will help. In her essay, Morghan 
Park expressed the sentiments shared by 
each student:  “Thank you very much for 
your consideration for this scholarship. The 
support my church community has shown 
me throughout my entire life is something I 
cherish deeply.”  

We know that Hennepin members value 
higher education, and contributions to the 
Foundation Scholarship Fund are proof of 
that!  Thank you! If you would like to help 
fund the Foundation Scholarships, you can 
make a contributions to the Foundation 
Scholarship Fund anytime. For details, 
contact Jack Fistler, Director of Legacy 
Giving.

Catie Carroll
 

Majoring in kinesiology, for career in 
physical therapy. Volunteered in hospital 
clinical lab and at Humane Society while 
at U-Kansas.  On volleyball and golf teams, 
and in French Club and DECA at  Wayzata 
High School. Six- year Vacation Bible 
School volunteer.

Charlotte DeVaughn
To study applied math at Brown 
University for business career; interest in 
problem-solving and entrepreneurship, 
and in guiding aspiring students of color. 
Math/science medalist at Washburn High 
School, proficient in Spanish. Metro and 
state recognition for soccer and track; in 
choir and theater.

Elliot Dorow Hovland
Studying mechanical engineering at UC-
Berkeley, passionate about environment 
and sustainability. In environmental 
clubs, one working with local elementary 
school. Research internship summer 
2018. Student newspaper writer,  three 
sports, academic & leadership award at 
Minnehaha Academy.

Annelise Ellingboe
Majors in environmental humanities and 
jazz voice at Whitman College. Active with 
music department, campus newspaper, 
sorority, and Planned Parenthood 
group on campus. Interest in women’s 
healthcare. Works as nursery attendant at 
local UMC. In jazz music at Blake School, 
sang at Sacred Journey.

Congratulations, 
2018 Foundation 
Scholarships 
Recipients!
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Jackson Kruger
Studying computer science, especially in 
virtual and augmented reality, at UMN, 
Twin Cities. Interest in applications to such 
areas as healthcare and societal benefits of 
computers. Research internships summer 
2018. In computer clubs on campus and 
high school. Academic distinction awards at 
Minnetonka High.

Morghan Park
Majors in biology and Spanish at St. Olaf, 
and goal of medical school and practice 
in pediatric psychiatry. Passionate about 
metal health care for youth. Student body 
president and graduation speaker at Anoka 
High School; on soccer and alpine ski teams. 
Academic and Spanish honors. 

Taylor Park
Studying biomedical sciences and Spanish 
at Marquette University; goal of medical 
school and pediatric medicine practice. 
Fall 2017 study in Spain. Active on campus 
in swim club, STAR leadership club, and as 
dorm resident assistant. Student council 
president, swim team, band at Anoka High 
School. 

Rosalie Ruetz
To study agricultural business management 
at Iowa State University. Interests in 
botany and agriculture and committed to 
expanding nutritional opportunities for 
people. Academic honors at Irondale High 
School, in marching band, and received Girl 
Scout Bronze and Silver awards.

Ben Serstock
To study mechanical engineering at UMN, 
Duluth. Motivated by construction and 
scientific applications of engineering. Played 
on varsity lacrosse team at Hopkins High 
School, two years as team captain, and was 
a fill-in hockey goalie (without skating prior). 
Taking UMN classes his senior year.

Cam Tipping
Majors in accounting and finance at UMN, 
Twin Cities, planning a career in business. 
Internships in accounting at Carlson Rezidor 
Hotel Group (2017) and Ecolab (2018). Played 
baseball at Washburn High School, coached 
a youth basketball team, and volunteers as 
tax preparer for low income individuals.

Ty Williams
Studying business at Iowa State University, 
with career plans in financial advising. 
Active leader in fraternity on campus, and 
volunteer fund raising for USO and Special 
Olympics of Iowa. Earned Boy Scout Eagle 
award, and participated in YES Volunteer 
Club at Wayzata High School. 



Hennepin Church is Launching a 
New Ministry in Sierra Leone
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Risk-Taking
Mission & Service

Hennepin Church is launching a new 
ministry in Baiwalla, Sierra Leone.  Initially 
this ministry will focus on supporting 
children to go to school; increasing 
basic nutrition; and providing for health 
and sanitation.  As time goes on other 
needs will be identified that Hennepin 
Church can help support. The intention 
is to build a mutually beneficial, ongoing 
relationship with the people of Baiwalla. 

In February 2018, the HAUMC Outreach 
Team approved the development of this 
new international outreach ministry, 
with the provision that they get as 
many people as possible involved in the 
ministry.

Mission Trip participants launch the 
Sierra Leone Ministry Team

Five church members and two clergy 
traveled to Baiwalla, Sierra Leone in 
December 2017 to learn more about 
opportunities to help improve the lives of 
people in the village of Baiwalla.  Led by 
Judy and Lyndy Zabel, the team included 
Kathleen Ambre, Kemi Ojelade, Patricia 
Flowers, Sandy Christie, and Ann Carlson. 
All members of the team have agreed to 
provide leadership for building the new 
Hennepin-Baiwalla ministries. 

by Ann J. Carlson

The team members bring a variety of 
expertise to this new ministry.  Kathleen 
is a professional photographer and 
videographer who took thousands of 
pictures and videos to illustrate the 
needs and lifestyle of people in Baiwalla. 
Kemi and Patricia each spent their youth 
living in West African countries, and so 
have big hearts for helping improve the 
lives of the people of Baiwalla. Sandy, an 
architect, specializes in hospital design 
and is already helping the hospital in 
Baiwalla improve their facilities.  Ann 
is experienced in developing new 
programs and has agreed to head up 
the Sierra Leone Ministry Team. Judy 
and Lyndy both know how the United 
Methodist Church organizes overseas 
ministries and bring the trust of years 
of connection with the people of Sierra 
Leone.

Rev. Judith Banya identifies projects 
that will improve the lives of the 
people of Baiwalla

Through the Minnesota Annual 
Conference, Rev. Judith Banya, a Sierra 
Leonian pastor who used to live in 
Minnesota, invited the Hennepin Church 
team to develop specific ministries in 
Baiwalla.  Rev. Banya knows the clergy 
in Minnesota as she served several 
congregations in the state. She had to 

flee Sierra Leone during the civil war in 
the 1990s and came to the United States. 
She finished college and got theological 
training and worked for awhile in the 
USA; however, she always hoped to 
return to Sierra Leone to minister to 
her community. In 2014, Rev. Banya got 
her chance!  She was appointed by the 
Sierra Leone Bishop to start a church 
in Baiwalla and build capacity in the 
community for greater self-sufficiency.  

Since Rev. Banya has been ministering 
to Baiwalla, she has started a feeding 
program that feeds a school lunch to 
over 750 children each day and provides 
four women with jobs cooking the 
food.  Her weekly church services draw 
a “standing room only” crowd, and she 
has planted three additional churches 
in neighboring villages. In addition, the 
United Methodist Church has partnered 
with the people of Baiwalla to build a 
ministry house and dig a well.  They 
have added solar panels to the roof 
of the ministry house, which provides 
electricity and hot water. Also, a new 
secondary school is halfway completed. 
When it opens, students in the Eastern 
part of Sierra Leone will be able to get a 
high school education.
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The Initial Scope of the Ministry in Baiwalla

Rev. Banya wants HAUMC to focus first on three areas: (1) 
sponsoring individual children to go to school by paying their 
school fees amounting to $150 per year; (2) supporting the 
school feeding program by providing beans and rice to feed 
the 750 students; and (3) funding the cost of keeping the 
preschool open in Baiwalla.  

In July,  Hennepin members and friends will be given the 
opportunity to sponsor a child to go to school.  You will given 
the name and picture of a child who needs to have his/her 
school fees paid and you may keep in touch with the child 
through letter writing. If you prefer, you can contribute to the 
general sponsorship fund. 

Next, Hennepin folks will be given the opportunity to 
contribute dried beans to ship to Baiwalla and to participate in 
packaging the nutritious rice being sent to Baiwalla via  Feed 
My Starving Children.

Earlier this spring, this newly-formed Sierra Leone Ministry 
Team approached the leaders of the Hennepin chapter of  
United Methodist Women to ask them if they would provide 
the $6000 to keep the preschool open. They readily agreed, 
and funds have already been sent to Rev. Banya.
 
This new ministry to Baiwalla will be built step-by-step 
through nurturing the relationships with Rev. Banya and the 
people of Baiwalla. The goal is to build greater self-sufficiency 
within families and the capacity of the community to care for 
the basic needs of its citizens. The Sierra Leone Ministry Team 
aims to figure out strategies for raising money to partially 
subsidize additional people to visit Baiwalla to become 
acquainted with the people and their needs. The team who 
visited Baiwalla in December 2017 feel strongly that meeting 
the people and seeing their needs first-hand fuels motivation 
to help them.

What is the situation in Baiwalla requiring support from 
Hennepin Church?

If you’ve never been to a third-world country, it is hard to 
imagine the overwhelming scope of needs of the people. 
When Rev. Banya returned to Baiwalla in 2014, there were no 
wells providing clean water. The wells that had been dug were 
contaminated, causing people to get waterborne diseases 
such as ringworm, cholera, typhoid, and typhus. Rev. Banya 
requested that the UMC fund the digging of new wells. Now 
the people of Baiwalla have fresh, pure water.  Another thing 
Rev. Banya recognized was that the children were extremely 
malnourished. By setting up the school lunch program, funded 
through the Minnesota Annual Conference, 750 kids receive 
one meal per day, making it possible for them to concentrate 
on their school work. In addition, four women receive salaries 
for preparing the school lunches, contributing to their self-
sufficiency. 

Baiwalla is extremely impoverished. Many families live on a 
dollar a day and therefore cannot afford to send their children 
to school, which costs $150 per year, per child. Most of the 
people are farmers, raising rice and cocoa. The rice yield will 
only feed people for three months of the year.  They must sell 
cocoa to get cash to purchase basic necessities. In Baiwalla, 
there is no infrastructure such as paved roads, running water, 
sewage treatment or electricity. The village is in dire need to 
dig more wells and build outhouses for disposing of human 
waste.  Finally, in Baiwalla, as in the whole of Sierra Leone, 
there is limited health care. A nurse staffs a clinic a couple of 
days per week, but can treat only very simple medical needs. 
If a person becomes really sick, he/she must be transported 
by truck over dirt roads to a rudimentary clinic in the town of 
Kenema.

Through partnering with the people of Baiwalla, Hennepin 
Church has the opportunity to respond to the gospel 
imperative to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, care for the 
sick and educate the child. Stay tuned as we share details of 
the ways that you can participate in this life-changing and life-
giving ministry.

by Kathleen Ambre
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Faith Development
Intentional 

Last fall, we introduced you to Redwan Hassan, the young 
woman we selected for Hennepin United Methodist Women’s 
(four-year) Amidon Memorial Scholarship. Redwan has now 
completed her first year at the University of Minnesota. 

Redwan’s family emigrated from Somalia in 2011. Her mother 
was searching for a better life for Redwan, and Redwan has 
taken advantage of all the opportunities she has had here. 
Her first years at school were challenging as she initially didn’t 
speak a word of English. Classmates called her a liar and bullied 
her. Redwan needed to work to help support her family while 
studying extra hard to maintain a high GPA. Her hard work and 
determination have served her well as a university student. 
Recently, we talked with Redwan to learn about her first year 
at college. 

In Redwan’s scholarship application she told us about her goal 
to help change the negative view that some people hold about 
immigrants. She wants to represent all the children for whom 
English is not their first language, and she wants to let the world 
know all human beings are unique. 

Redwan wants to become a dentist so she can return to Somalia 
where she can provide dental services to people like herself who 
have never had the chance to visit a dentist. Redwan’s goals are 
lofty, but she seems to have everything needed to realize her 
dreams. Hennepin’s United Methodist Women are proud of her 
accomplishments and feel honored to support her education.

Redwan, Chapter Two: An Update on 
Our Amidon Scholarship Recipient

photo courtesy of Redwan Hassan

by Donna Packer and Jennifer Hipple
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Intentional 
The preschool in Baiwalla, Sierra Leone serves 
approximately 150 students.  Each classroom has one 
teacher who is responsible for about 50 children.  There 
are no books, art supplies, educational toys or other 
learning materials in the rooms.  All teaching is done by 
call and response, memorization and rote learning. The 
noon meal of rice with a vegetable sauce and a glass of 
water is often the only meal of the day that the children 
will have.

The non-profit organization that had been funding the 
school was no longer able to do so as of March 31, 2018.  
In early April, the UMW Leadership Team made a $6,000 
grant from the Amidon gift to keep the school open for 
the coming year.  This amount of money will pay for the 
teachers’ salaries, teaching materials, school uniforms, 
and the daily lunches.  

UMW: What is the value of education to you?

Redwan: For me it is picking up from where my mom left off 
(her education of me) and making her proud, and [being able 
to help] many other people when I finish my education.

UMW: What does it mean to you to become an educated 
woman?

R: Being an independent woman who is strong and doesn’t let 
stereotypes define who she is. It also gives me hope that I can 
do anything that I put my mind to.
 
UMW: Tell me about your first year at college. Biggest 
challenges? Biggest surprises?

R: My first year in college was great. It was better than I thought 
it would be . . . it was easy to find where my classes were! Some 
challenges were keeping up with the schedule because there 
is a lot of free time and you need to do something useful with 
your time. The free time that I have in college was a surprise 
for me.

UMW: Tell me a bit about your family and your decision to 
come to the USA.

R: I have three siblings; one of my sisters is disabled, which 
is one of the reasons we came to America. We also came to 
America to get more education. My mom’s dream is to see me 
finish college since she didn’t attend school.

UMW: Is there anything else you would like to say about 
your experiences so far?

R: The scholarship is very important for my education; because 
of this scholarship, I am able to only worry about [learning, 
and not about how to afford my tuition].

UMW Invests in 
Young Learners, too

by Kathleen Ambre

by Kathleen Ambre



12 /  InspIre

Passiona te 
A Fond Farewell to Sally Johnson

She has helped both children and adults grow in their understanding of the faith. 
She has helped us appreciate the sacredness of creation and all things. She’s been 
a creative worship leader, tour group host, minister, friend and more. Now, after 33 
years of ministry at HAUMC, Sally Howell Johnson is retiring. 

When Sally Howell first joined the Hennepin Church staff in July 1982 as Director 
of Children’s Ministries, she was already an active member of Hennepin, working 
especially with the church school program. A native of Ohio with a Bachelor of Music 
degree from Ohio University, she was also active in the Twin Cities theater community 
and had taught in the St. Paul public schools. As Director of Children’s Ministries, her 
compassion for and love of people were evident as she greeted children by name 
and listened to what they had to say each Sunday morning. She also was a support 
to parents, and her interest and creative skills in music and theater enriched her 
work with the Theatre Arts Committee. Sally also founded a women’s book club, 
Kjerringsleppets, in 1986; the group continues to meet to discuss books by mostly 
women authors.   

In 1985 Sally married Daniel Johnson, and in 1987 she left the Hennepin staff to raise a 
family. She returned as Director of Children’s Ministries in 1991, in a part-time position. 

She also completed studies at United 
Theological Seminary, graduating in 
1994, and was consecrated as a diaconal 
minister the following year. In 1997 Sally 
assumed new responsibilities with adult 
education, small groups and spiritual 
growth development, and Sandy Mabry 
took over the leadership of children’s 
ministries.

Sally was ordained a full Deacon in 1998.

As a member of Hennepin Church’s 
clergy staff, Sally has continued to share 
her gifts. She has been an inspiring 
worship leader and a key figure working 
with church members in the growth and 
development of Sacred Journey, which 
had its informal start in 1994. In 1996 she 
worked with Hennepin members and In 
the Heart of the Beast Puppet and Mask 
Theatre to create the Loring Park Easter 
Festival, an off-site, informal Easter 
service held at the Guthrie Theatre 
and other neighborhood venues for a 
few years. The service was Hennepin 
Church’s gift to the community and an 
effort to reach out to those without a 
church home. Sally has also worked with 
staff colleagues and Hennepin members 
to coordinate and oversee creative adult 
education programs, including the 
current LYFE group initiative. 

Over the last 10 years, Sally and her 
husband Dan have led Hennepin 
members and others on pilgrimage tours 
to Ireland, Italy and Scotland, including 
the Isles of Skye and Iona. Their interest 
in exploring the world has taken them to 
other faraway places, as well. 

by Bobbie Keller, with photos by Adele Dahm

W  orship
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For many, Sally has been a source of 
comfort and encouragement in hard 
times as they struggle with illness or 
mourn the deaths of loved ones. Her 
compassionate Prayers of Condolence 
e-mails have let congregants know when 
a church member has passed away. Sally 
has also shared in the joy of couples as 
she joins them in marriage and parents 
as she baptizes their children. 

On Saturday, June 2, congregation 
members and others gathered for a 
potluck supper and program to honor 
Sally as she enters retirement. Program 
features ranged from original music and 
an adaptation of songs from the musical 
“My Fair Lady,” to personal thoughts 
to a humorous skit on missional pie 
baking. Sunday, June 10, will be Sally’s 
last Sunday as a clergy member at 
Hennepin. 

Sally, you have been a friend to all of 
us. We will miss you, but we wish you 
the best in your retirement. Thank you 
for all you’ve done for us and all you’ve 
meant to us. In the words of the Gaelic 
Blessing, which the Sanctuary Choir 
sang on your last Sunday, June 10, 
“Deep peace of Christ to you.”
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Sharing the Message: 
What’s New in Hennepin 
Communications?
Since the arrival of Hennepin’s Director 
of Marketing & Communications, 
Amy Griffiths, late last year, the 
Communications staff have been 
meeting weekly to plan improvements 
to Hennepin’s communications channels 
and marketing efforts. The team has 
implemented several of these upgrades, 
and more are in the works. Here are some 
highlights of what is new and improved:

Revitalized InSpire 
By now you have likely noticed the 
new format of Hennepin’s monthly 
publication, InSpire. The new story-
focused, visually compelling InSpire is 
designed to be less newsletter and more 
magazine—a place to showcase the spirit-
filled ministries, programs, and people 
of Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church. Every issue focuses on each of the 
5 Practices of Fruitful Congregations, and 
displays in detail how we are engaging 
in these practices within and beyond 
our church community. Its new name is 
InSpire Magazine: Stories Worth Sharing. 
We hope you find it—inspiring! 

Interactive Live Stream Broadcast 
If you tune in to the live stream 
broadcast of Sunday worship services, 
or you like to listen to audio recordings 
of the Sunday sermons as you go about 
your week, you may have also noticed 
changes to our live stream web page 
and our sermon podcast. 

We have upgraded our live streaming 
service to provide better-quality picture 
and sound, to add links to resources 
like the online hymnal and worship 
bulletins, and to save past sermons 
so that you can easily find the ones 
you may have missed – or just want to 

hear again. We invite you to take a few 
minutes to look around and see what’s 
new on www.haumc.org/live, and to 
subscribe to our sermon podcast there. 

For assistance using the new live stream 
page of the website or subscribing 
to the sermons podcast, please 
contact the Communications staff at 
communications@haumc.org.

Inspire May 2018
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Simplified Tools for Reserving a Room 
and Announcing Events 
To make it easier than ever to book a 
room at Hennepin for an event, or to 
share an announcement of an upcoming 
event or program, we have created two 
online forms for you to use. You can find 
both at haumc.org/events. 

The “Reserve a Room or Space” form 
captures all the essential details we 
need to book your meeting, from date 
and time to room set-up details and 
requests for catering. 

Options for Everyone 
We know that some members of our community rely on email and social media to 
get news of what is happening, and other members prefer to read printed materials. 
Some folks like both! So, every Friday, we send eSpire, our digital events and 
announcements newsletter, via email to every member of the church, and make 
printed copies available at the reception desk. We also send ministry-specific emails 
like Word for the Week, the Church of Youth newsletter and Young Adult newsletter, 
and a Hennepin Kids for LYFE newsletter, too. If you would like to subscribe to any (or 
all!) of these, please visit www.haumc.org/email. 

Finally, each week, you will find the Sunday Announcements insert tucked inside the 
worship bulletins, and also posted to our website homepage at www.haumc.org. 
This Announcements insert provides brief previews of coming events in and around 
our Hennepin community. 

Pub Theology
June 13, 6pm New Bohemia, 
800 W Lake St, Minneapolis
This drop-in group of Hennepin members and friends 
age 21+ gathers monthly to discuss faith, life, stress, 
family, and so on with a tasty beverage. Invite a friend 
to join you, and learn more at haumc.org/pubtheology.

Volunteer for Twin Cities Pride
June 23-24
Twin Cities PRIDE is June 23 & 24. MN Reconciling 
Congregations will have a booth in Loring Park, and we 
will participate in the parade on Sunday. We invite you 
to help share our mission with PRIDE. The booth will be 
open from 10am to 8pm on Saturday and 10am until 
6pm on Sunday. We need volunteers to sign up to staff 
the booth. To sign up for a shift, go to ttsu.me/tm5y2p 
(Most shifts are two hours long). 

New LYFE Books are Here
God Unbound: Wisdom from Galatians for 
the Anxious Church by Elaine A. Heath is our 
summer LYFE Group book and will guide 
our worship beginning June 24. Books are 
available at the reception desk for $10.

Join the Sierra Leone Team
Want to be a part of developing a NEW international 
outreach ministry to help the people of Baiwalla, Sierra 
Leone? We'll offer individuals a chance to sponsor kids 
to go to school, gather school supplies to ship, and 
collect beans to supplement the rice mixture sent from 
Feed My Starving Children. To do these projects we 
need help with promoting and organizing the projects. 
Intrigued? Contact Ann Carlson for more information at 
carlsonaj99@gmail.com.

News from Koinonia
The staff of Koinonia Retreat Center express deep thanks 
for the retreat ministry of Pastor Sally Johnson. Sally is 
one of Koinonia’s “frequent flyers” – having hosted 
more retreats than any other HAUMC leader. Countless 
guests have felt the warm embrace of a cozy cabin, the 
Big Woods forest, Lake Sylvia’s sparkling waters and 
Koinonia’s legendary cuisine because of Sally’s work. 
May God always bless and keep her.
Please pray for this week’s guests who are attending the 
Lake Sylvia Flute Camp.

Sing in Summer Choir!
Sanctuary Choir welcomes additional singers in the 
summer months for 10am worship. Come and rehearse 
with us Sunday, at 9:15am in the choir room.

Hennepin Kids for LYFE
Kids, ages 3 years - 7th grade, will 
leave from worship after Time with Children. Children 
then meet in the Education Wing.

Progressive Christianity
Today,  11:15 am in the Harrison Room
This class explores new ideas regarding 
traditional Christian concepts and allows faith 
to be an ongoing path of growth and evolution. The class 
will meet the 2nd and 4th Sundays during the summer.

Making Sense of the Bible 
with Pastor Judy Zabel
Today, 1pm in the Longfellow Room
This is an organizing meeting for a NEW Bible 
Discussion Group using the book, Making Sense of the 
Bible: Rediscovering the Power of Scripture Today, by 
Adam Hamilton. We'll decide if we will continue to meet 
on Sunday afternoons or at another time. This is a great 
class for skeptics and the curious because this group will 
focus on ways to reexamine some of the most controver-
sial teachings in the Bible. This class is not designed to 
indoctrinate, but rather open up discussion. Feel free to 
invite your friends.

Salon se Lève: 
Chamber Chamboree Fundraiser
Today, 2:30pm in the Art Gallery
Come and hear our wonderful emerging young artists 
and our amazing alumni. This event is ticketed and 
tickets can be purchased at the door for $15.

Volunteer for Summer Brunch
Summer Sunday Brunch begins on June 
10. Stop in to enjoy a delicious brunch 
all summer long! Michelle DeVaughn, 
Lona Dallessandro and Ali Shaaban 
have graciously offered to lead teams of 
volunteers throughout June, July and August. If you'd 
like to extend radical hospitality to our members and 
guests as a Brunch volunteer, pleaase sign up at haumc.
org/breakfast.

Old School by Steeple People Now 
Accepting Donations
Old School by Steeple People will soon open in its 
new location: 1901 Nicollet Avenue South. Bring your 
donations of gently used clothes, household items, and 
furniture to the Steeple People donation van parked in 
HAUMC’s lot on Sundays from 9-11:30am. Please DO 
NOT leave your donations inside the church building 
or entrances. 

ANNOUNCEMENTSJune 10, 2018
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Share YOUR Hennepin Stories
Would you like to see your Hennepin stories in print and online? We are assembling a Communications Task Force of writers, 
photographers, and Hennepin enthusiasts to snap photos at Hennepin events and to compose feature stories for InSpire. 
Sound intriguing? Reach out to Amy Griffiths at amy@haumc.org.

The “Submit an Announcement” form 
invites you to describe your upcoming 
event, or share news, to be promoted 
across Hennepin’s communications 
channels. If you have a flyer, photo, or 
other graphic you’d like us to use, you 
can attach it right there in the form! 
When you submit these forms, you will 
receive a confirmation email back, and 
all members of the Communications staff 
will automatically receive the details you 
submitted. We take it from there!



Pilgrim. Pilgrimage. These are two words, 
two concepts I did not anticipate would 
be such a significant part of my life, 
my identity. And yet, like many of life’s 
twists and turns these seemingly ancient 
words have come to define for me the 
outflowing of my life experience. Over 
the last years, I have been blessed to lead 
and accompany four different groups of 
people who chose to name and claim 
the travels they took to Scotland, Ireland 
and Italy as pilgrimage. It changes the 
shape of travel to do this. The packing, 
the planning and the little challenges 
and surprises of airports, hotels, all the 
sites experienced become cloaked in the 
Sacred More when seen through the lens 
of pilgrimage. This has been my learning.
My words have been absent from these 
pages for some time. I have found the 
current political, social and religious 

climate to be so strident, so terse that 
I have been fearful of being drawn into 
it. But over the last weeks I have found 
an urging from many to take up this 
place once again. Perhaps my pilgrim’s 
life and lens needed a bit of dormancy. 
And, truth is, I also now find myself at a 
very significant place that is nudging…
maybe even pushing…me to open the 
palms of my hands and the beating of 
my heart to remembering the pilgrim 
life in its fullness once again.

After more than three decades of 
ministry in a faith community, I am 
embarking on the pilgrimage route 
of retirement. Like most paths that 
welcome the feet of a pilgrim, this one 
has some planned itinerary and many 
dangling details. Like the beginning 
of any day or week or year, there are 

expectations that will be fulfilled and 
those that will never materialize. Like 
any plan…at least in my experience…
Spirit will show up and bring surprises 
and challenges beyond what had been 
imagined. I will once again learn the 
lesson that control is a fleeting illusion.

And yet what has been clear from the 
day I set out on this path, by declaring 
the ending date and drawing that line 
in the sand, what has accompanied 
me has been blessing. The blessing of 
words of kindness, gentleness and good 
will. The blessing of stories remembered 
and those held dear. The blessing of 
laughter and tears, of letting go and 
holding on. The blessing of prayers and 
hugs and knowing looks. Receiving all 
these has become another part of the 
path and has created the soil in which I 
will have the courage to step out.

Thinking about these experiences as 
I have over the last months, I have 
wondered if these are blessings we are 
all offered on any given, ordinary day 
but most often miss in our desire to 
plan and execute our to-do lists. As each 
day is a stepping out, how might we be 
more awake and aware to the blessings 
that accompany us for the journey of 
24 hours…7 days…52 weeks. I have to 
believe they are there if we have eyes to 
see. Thinking about this I was reminded 
of hearing the poet David White say that 
‘pilgrim’ is the one true name every 
human shares. “ But your loss brought 
you here to walk under one name and 
one name only…..pilgrim they called 
you. Pilgrim.” he writes. Where is your 
pilgrim path calling you?

While I may be moving on from the daily 
work of ministry at Hennepin Church, 
I plan to keep the practice of writing 
about the pilgrim path that will continue 
to unfold before me, one I hope connects 
with your own in some way. I hope you 
will join me when it suits you.

And so now the next journey begins…all 
of it bathed in blessing.

Bathed in Blessing
by Sally Howell Johnson

“The object of pilgrimage is not rest and recreation-to get away from it all. To set out on 
a pilgrimage is to throw down a challenge to every day life.”

~ Foreword by Huston Smith in The Art of Pilgrimage by Phil Cousineau


