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Radical Hospitality...

Risk-Taking Mission 
and Service...

Passionate Worship...

Extravagant  
Generosity...

Intentional Faith 
Development...

encourages Christians to offer the 
absolute utmost of themselves, their 
abilities, and their creativity to welcome 
others into the faith. 

reminds us that by reaching out and taking 
risks, churches become the resources God 
uses to change lives and transform the world.

explores how the ingredient of passion 
can transform a worship service and 
offers insights and ideas on how to have 
worship that deeply touches souls and 
changes lives. 

shows how generosity enlarges the soul, 
realigns priorities, connects people to Jesus, 
and strengthens congregations to fulfill 
Christ’s ministries. 

shows how high quality learning 
experiences for all ages mature the 
spirituality and faith of congregational 
participants. 

5 CORE Practices of a 
Fruitful Congregation

Our Mission
To make disciples of Jesus 

Christ for the transformation 
of the world.

Our Vision
We will grow in our love of 

God and neighbor,  reach 
new people and heal a 

broken world.

Our Strategy
We are committed to the 
five practices of a fruitful 

congregation
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Hennepin’s Thursday 
morning women’s bible 

study has provided a 
spiritual family to members 

and friends for over 30 years.
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gently used clothing and household 
items so that they don’t end up in a 
landfill, raising money for charitable 
causes in the neighborhood, and creating 
a gathering space where neighbors of all 
financial backgrounds come together to 
shop and make friends.  

All around Hennepin we are working to 
bring the transformative love of Jesus 
Christ to our neighbors. Our outreach 
ministry, The Dignity Center, is one of 
the most powerful ways we reach new 
people and help to heal the brokenness 
of our world. On Friday, September 21 at 
7:00 pm, soul & gospel legend JD Steele, 
together with his friends, will perform 
a fundraising concert for The Dignity 
Center called, “I’ve Come Up from 
Down.” The evening will also feature 
powerful stories of love, mercy, stability 
and hope, told by The Dignity Center 
participants themselves. The event will 
be hosted by our friends at Westminster 
Presbyterian Church in the brand-new 
Westminster Hall. It will be a wonderful 
opportunity for you to meet and thank 
our partner churches and organizations 
who help fund this life-transforming 
ministry. Get your tickets online at www.
haumc.org/dignity today!

It is a joy to be your pastor in this and 
every season. We are growing and loving 
God and our neighbors, reaching out to 
include new people and helping to heal 
a broken world, and I am grateful for 
each one of you. Look what God is doing!    

Pastor Judy
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A Letter from 
Pastor Judy

It is a joy to be your 
pastor in this 

and every season.

—Pastor Judy

Dear Friends,

As I write, the Minnesota State Fair is in 
full swing, signaling the end of summer. 
We call it the Great Minnesota Get 
Together. Well, Hennepin Avenue UMC 
has one of those, too—we call it “Rally 
Sunday,” and it is just around the corner 
on September 9.  What’s happening, you 
ask? Here’s the lineup:

• God will be in the house, and what 
could be better than that?

• We’ll bless the backpacks and 
briefcases and diaper bags you carry 
each day, so be sure to bring them. 

• Hennepin Kids for LYFE, our children’s 
ministry program, will start a new 
season. Bring your kids and neighbors, 
too. They will learn about Jesus through 
songs, activities, prayers, and more.  

• All Hennepin choirs, plus Confirmation 
and youth group, will begin again. As 
always, new friends are welcome.  

• LYFE (Live Your Faith Everywhere) 
groups will start meeting regularly 
again, and you can sign up to join a 
LYFE Group or to host a new one, if you 
don’t have a group already. Our first 
book for discussion this season will 
be Five Practices of Fruitful Living by 
Robert Schnase.

• We start a new sermon series called 
CORE for LYFE, in which we explore 
how the Five Practices can inform our 
own individual faith formation. On 
Rally Sunday, you will hear about what 
CORE means and receive a workbook 
so that you can complete your own 
personal CORE for LYFE plan.

• We’ll celebrate faith and fellowship 
together at Sunday Brunch. Thanks to 
all the volunteers who made Summer 
Brunch a successful new tradition at 
Hennepin!  It is a joy to offer Sunday 
Brunch all year long as an expression 
of radical hospitality! 

Back before the summer began, you 
participated in a congregation-wide 
survey, the Congregational Assessment 
Tool (CAT). The results of that survey 
are in, and the insights we gained 
have already been put to use! Earlier 
this summer Pastor Nate and a team 
of young adults from HAUMC worked 
together on a proposal for a new Young 
Adult Initiative. They applied for and 
were awarded, through the extravagant 
generosity of the Lilly Foundation and 
Garrett Evangelical Seminary, a $25,000 
grant to launch a new set of ministry 
programs we are calling University of 
LYFE. We are really excited about this 
because we believe God will use this 
new ministry to meet the needs of 
young adults from all over the Twin 
Cities. Stay tuned for more details, and 
in the meantime, please pray for this 
new initiative which we’ll launch next 
month.    

More good news! Old School by Steeple 
People, a renewed and revived thrift 
store run by staff and volunteers from our 
Hennepin community, is just about ready 
to open at 1901 Nicollet Avenue. This 
store serves three purposes: recycling 
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Passionate 
Worship

It’s a few minutes before 10 on a Sunday 
morning and the Hennepin sanctuary 
is humming with the sounds of a 
congregation gathering for worship. One 
of the three Hennepin pastors walks the 
few steps to the center of the chancel 
and strikes a metal bowl with a wooden 
mallet; a soft singing-not-quite-bell-like 
tones emits. Three times the process is 
repeated, as the buzz of conversation 
settles gradually into a reflective silence. 
Moments later, the organ peals out the 
first notes of a hymn and a cross leads 
the choir and clergy into worship.

For many in the pews, this Sunday is 
one of the hundreds, or even thousands 
of times they have participated in these 
rites. The words, songs, and movements 
are as familiar as breathing. For others, 
this is the beginning of a new practice, 
so each detail is a new discovery as 
they incorporate the ancient rhythms of 
Christian worship into their postmodern 
lives. Only some are aware that 90 
minutes ago, the same singing bowl 

Connected by the Sound of Grace
By Rev. Frenchye Magee, Associate Pastor of Congregational Care 
& Invitational Discipleship

called a small group of worshippers 
together for another worship service 
that has  flourished for over two decades 
here at Hennepin.

There’s nothing unusual about 
congregations having multiple worship 
services. Many churches incorporate the 
lives and likes of the congregations, and 
recognize that schedules, worship styles, 
and even building use call for more 
than one worship time. At Hennepin, 
though, those elements have combined 
to produce a distinctive “community 
in congregation.” And, while it may 
have originated as a summer pilot, the 
8:30am service called Sacred Journey 
has evolved into a contemplative, 
participatory worship experience that 
accommodates expansive views of 
belief, practice, and lived Christian faith. 
It’s more than a “seeker” service: it’s a 
service that welcomes those who are 
seeking a small space to explore big 
questions.

Intimacy and informality are the first 
noticeable aspects that new attendees 
recognize. The intimate nature of the 
service is connected to its location—the 
2nd-floor Art Gallery. The informality 
is evident in chairs in the round, coffee 
service, and the improvisational 
gathering music provided by resident 
guitarist Steve Blons and one of two 
regular pianists. Blons, a well-known 
Twin Cities jazz guitarist with a wide-
ranging vision, was involved from the 
beginning as one of the original three 
worship leaders. He leads weekly 
music that includes modern hymns, the 
occasional title from popular music, and 
sacred songs from around the world. 
With no formal choir, persons take turns 
each week leading at the microphone. 
Worshippers sing joyfully, sometimes 
incorporating movement in a whole-
body participation.

Informal doesn’t mean unstructured, 
though. A first-time visitor will 
recognize all the elements of traditional 
worship: gathering, praise, hearing and 
responding to the word of God, and 
blessing—just with a distinctive focus 
that honors the original meaning of the 
word liturgy as “the work of the people.”  
Each week the service emphasizes 
the connection between faith and 
ecology with a “Blessing of Creation.” 
Part confession, part call to action, this 
prayer is a reminder that the people of 
God are called to honor and care for all 
creation.
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Passionate 
Worship

Another element of intimacy and 
informality is found in the prayers of 
the people. The atmosphere and small 
number (about 100 persons) creates the 
opportunity for sharing prayers aloud. 
With each spoken prayer, the group 
connects intentionally to lives beyond 
the walls. Later, those who are having 
celebratory moments stand before the 
congregation as outstretched hands and 
a blessing song surround them. The feel 
each week is like attending the opening 
(or closing) gathering at a spiritual retreat. 
Regular attendees describe it as the 
perfect place to come away from their 
weekly pressures. Occasional visitors 
find that it offers a space to recover their 
personal worship rhythms after major life 
changes.

In its emphasis on ministry and worship 
as the work of the whole community, 
not just the clergy, Sacred Journey both 
mirrors and magnifies the 10am service. 
Committed volunteers create beautiful 
worship tablescapes each week, adding a 
visual, tactile beauty to the space. A poem 
opens the service instead of a formal call 
to worship. Most importantly for some, 
the weekly message is often given by 
a member of the community, not just 
ordained clergy. This feature means that 
rather than a preached or proclaimed 
sermon, Sacred Journey messages offer 
affirmation and challenge in a manner 
that feels lateral, instead of hierarchical. 
Some describe it as heart-to-heart instead 
of head-to-heart.

Although the two services are distinctive, 
they are expressions of one place and 
one people: Hennepin Avenue UMC. Like 
the beautiful singing bowl that calls both 
to begin, each reverberates with the Holy 
Spirit. They are connected by the sound 
of grace: resonant with the frequencies 
of openness and exploration that are 
the best of Wesleyan spirituality and 
community. Together, they reflect the 
historic commitment of a congregation 
that is both inward-looking (committed to 
care for those who are here) and outward-
facing (energetic about welcoming those 
who are looking for a place to explore the 
life of faith).  Most important, they reflect 
our present commitment to share God’s 
love with each worshipper who enters the 
building, that they will find the connection 
they need to continue their journey.
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Women’s Thursday Bible Study 
Class is a Spiritual Family

On Thursday mornings at Hennepin, you 
can hear the laughter even through the 
closed doors of the Longfellow room. 
You can hear a joyful din of women 
greeting each other with love: I’ve missed 
you! You look well--how do you feel? I am 
enjoying so much your art show! Your 
wedding is coming right up, isn’t it? It’s 
so nice to be together again! And if you 
listen carefully, you’ll hear the gentle 
ring of a school bell, calling everyone to 
begin their class.

For more than 30 years, feisty, insightful, 
curious women (and a few brave men) 
have been gathering for a Thursday 
morning Bible study class here at 
Hennepin. These days, such longevity 
is dazzling—when Juanita Reed-
Boniface invited me to experience the 
group for myself, I was intrigued. As 

a church marketer, I hear on almost 
a daily basis about how church 
attendance is dwindling, people are 
eschewing organized religion for a 
more amorphous spirituality, and 
the Bible is cited as justification for 
patently unjust political policies. So to 
learn that a group of women has been 
meeting at church to study the Bible 
for decades, and that their group is 
growing—I had to know more! 

On September 6, I asked the group a 
few questions, promising I would take 
up only 15 minutes of their meeting, 
tops. But stories kept coming, and 
after 25 minutes, I had to tear myself 
away. In that time, I learned details of 
what makes the group so special, but 
mostly I felt it—friendship, fellowship, 
feminism, and fun lit up the room.

By Amy K. Griffiths, Director of Marketing and Communications

When I asked the women gathered, 
“What makes the group so special?” 
one member quickly quipped, “We 
do!” Many shared that the group is a 
place of social support and care that 
frames and inspires their exploration 
of scripture. They credited the group’s 
leaders, Mary Mensheha and Juanita 
Reed-Boniface, with strong leadership, 
and with getting and keeping them on 
track studying real life applications of 
the Bible. They explained that in this 
group, people aren’t afraid to speak up, 
and everyone’s questions are respected. 
They accept that different people will 
come to different conclusions about 
the readings, and that’s fine. It is also a 
safe place to share personal experiences 
and to brings the wisdom of these 
experiences to the discussion. 

Photos by Adele Dahm

Hospitality
Radical 
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Each class begins with a time to share and offer support, setting 
the tone and establishing safety for what follows: discussion 
of the selected scripture passages and supplementary texts. 
Each year, the group uses study guides selected by the group 
leaders to explore one book of the Old Testament and one 
from the New Testament; one guide to studying Jesus; and 
scripture related to each year’s Advent and Lenten themes. 
At the end of each discussion, they enjoy fellowship over 
steaming cups of coffee.

When I asked Mary and Juanita why leading this group is a 
worthwhile form of ministry for them, Juanita told a great story: 
As a young mother, she had a group of friends who were full-
time stay-at-home mothers, but she had a career in addition to 
running a household. Truth be told, she envied her neighbors’ 
weekday Bible Study. So when she retired, she decided she’d 
join one, because she finally could! She also shared that as 
an educator, leading a class is just what she does. She said, 
“I went to Sunday school forever, and it became a fact: once a 
week you need to do something in a class to LEARN!” 

Mary shared a leadership story that made everyone chuckle. 
She started as a member of the class many years ago, when 
she was new to Hennepin and looking for ways to connect with 
other women. As is so often the case, she decided to come 
when someone invited her! She became a “regular,” and would 
occasionally substitute for the group leader when he was 
away…and when that leader retired, she found herself next in 
line for the role (isn’t that what always happens?!). At the time, 
she figured the class would slowly sunset, but instead, it grew! 

The group includes both Hennepin members and non-
members, too. Recently a young woman who lived across 
the street from Hennepin reached out to the group leaders to 
ask if she could join the class. Juanita explained, “Most of the 
women in this group are, well, silver. And Michelle is so young, 
I didn’t know if it would be a good fit for her or not. But I said, 
‘yes, come try it out.’” As Juanita shared this story, Michelle 
Maloof jumped right in to say, “I was at home right away!” And 
quickly another group member exclaimed, “She is a bright 
spot and we are so glad to know her!” Michelle responded, “I 
just love these ladies.”

In fact, the bond among these women is so strong that 
when Michelle asked Pastor Nate if she could be baptized in 
anticipation of her wedding, they decided her baptism—at 40 
years old—would take place in the sanctuary on a Thursday 
morning, with this circle of women around her as her witnesses 
and new spiritual family. 

Finally, I asked the group, “How does this group enrich your 
faith development or your sense of belonging at Hennepin?”

One member responded, “[It] proves that nothing has changed. 
It’s a living example of the same desire to understand and 
study and seek God that people have always had.” Another 
member shared, “We understand [scripture] differently now 
than when we were children. This class gives us a new outlook 
on the same material.” Another woman said, “We learn from 
each other. Many people in the group didn’t start out as 
Methodists, so there is learning to share there, about different 
faiths and different versions of the Bible.” One member shared 
with a laugh, “I never grew up questioning anything at all… so 
the group helps with that!” 

Jean Heidenreich said, as all around the room her classmates 
nodded, “This group is wonderful. You take it with you when 
you leave here. I learn so much, and I enjoy the input so much. 
I always hear something to carry me through the week…It is 
very enriching, I find.”

Just a few minutes with these women was enriching to me, 
too. Clearly this group is powerfully bonded and loyal, yet 
I experienced for myself how welcoming they are to new 
people. In Matthew 18:30 Jesus tells his disciples, “where two 
or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” I’m quite 
certain that God is there, with and among these women, every 
Thursday morning and beyond. 



Working Side by Side 
at Sager Brown
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Risk-Taking
Mission & Service

by Peggy Kjorstad-Kaatz

From the moment you walk into Sager 
Brown, you know you are part of a 
community.  The coffee pot is on, [the 
dispenser of colorful ear plugs awaits 
each turn of the knob that will bring 
your ears peace when the warehouse 
gets loud], and a friendly welcomes 
from those who have already been there 
for a week usher you into the dormitory.

I could only give a week of my time on 
this trip to Sager Brown, and I wanted 
to be there for the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. celebration in the small town of 
Baldwin, Louisiana.  So I was one of 
the many people who gathered in the 
road at the small church and walked 
over a mile to partake in the MLK Jr. 

celebration.  I loved that many of the 
Hennepin Avenue Methodist members 
were greeted by the people who live 
in Baldwin.  Our members have shown 
love to those community members and 
have made an impact in their lives.  

Later that afternoon, I helped in the 
sewing room.  I hadn’t sewn in many 
years, but I figured, how hard can it be 
to sew in a straight line to make school 
bags?  With guidance from Janelle Vaubel, 
I attempted to sew a straight line.  I got 
through my first bag--after 45 minutes  
(sewers around me had completed 3 in 
that time).  My lines were not straight and 
my machine must have been slow!

Tuesday morning brought an 
opportunity to work at a resale store 
at a school for young (really any age) 
women who are working on their lives 
and education.  The students operate 
a coffee and gift shop as well as the 
resale store.  We waited for our tour by 
getting a latte, looking at jewelry made 
on-site and smelling all the different 
candles made there, too.  After the 
tour, we gathered in the intake room to 
sort which donated items would go to 
the store.  The group of women were a 
mixture of HAUMC members and folks 
from churches around the country.  

Although I was anxious to get into the 
big warehouse to see all the packing 
activities, I signed up to go to a senior 
center in Franklin, as I heard the Bingo 
game is where it’s at on Tuesday 
afternoons.  We gathered outside the 
community building but found it all 
locked up, so we warmed up in the 
nearby laundry building to wait for 
it to be unlocked.  HAUMC members 
were greeted with hugs from residents 
of the Senior complex who were busy 
doing their laundry.  Laughs and stories 
followed as we waited to be told that 
Bingo had been cancelled due to the big 
ice storm coming in.  
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We had dish duty on Tuesday night but 
were greeted prior to the meal to be 
informed that paper and plastic wouldbe 
used so the kitchen workers could get 
home before the ice storm arrived.  
Instead of loading the dishwasher, our 
task was to tell all that they should not 
use the glass coffee cups or glasses.  
After plates were thrown away, and 
tables were washed,  it was time for the 
nightly activity of dominos or putting a 
puzzle together.  As we headed back to 
the dormitories, we discovered the ice 
storm had moved in and wondered if it 
would be cold cereal for breakfast.

Wednesday was a half-day of work, with  
touring of the surrounding Louisiana 
area scheduled in the afternoon and 
group dinner in Franklin that evening. 
It was good to gather and share our 
experiences of the week.

Thursday, I got to spend the entire day 
in the warehouse packing up Flood Kits.  
I had a couple of half days’ worth of 
experience, so I rarely had to look at the 

Craig Pier & Janelle Vaubel at the dedication of fruit trees and Methodist Cross planted in memory of their spouses

printed list of what is to be included.  “We 
need more sponges” is the most-heard 
comment spoken down the tables.  We 
were busy emptying the packed buckets 
and repacking them to make sure the 
correct supplies were included--toilet 
brushes cannot be used to scrub mildew 
from the floors!

Thursday afternoon, after the work was 
done, there was a dedication of fruit 
trees planted along the path to the 
warehouse. There was a variety of trees, 
purchased in memory of Cal Vaubel and 
Romelle Pier.  These will provide fresh 
fruit to the many volunteers who will 
come to Sager Brown in the future, just 
as they will provide fresh beginnings to 
all who benefit from their work at Sager 
Brown.  Erected near the trees is also 
the Cross and Flames of the Methodist 
Church. I took a moment looking at the 
sign and the shadow that it made on the 
ground.  It is a sign that is recognized 
around the world by many.  As I turned 
toward the dormitories, I felt so very 
proud of the work that is done at Sager 

UMCOR is the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief, a non-
profit international relief 
organization focused on five 
areas of need: Hunger, Health, 
Refugees, Emergencies, and Relief 
Supplies. Our next Hennepin 
trip to UMCOR Sager Brown in 
Baldwin, Louisiana, will take place 
January 6-18, 2019. To join us in 
all kinds of healing service work, 
stop by the information table in 
Carlson Hall on Sunday mornings 
in September, or contact Janelle 
Vaubel at cjvaubel@yahoo.com 
or 651.698.1344. Reservations are 
due by September 30.

Brown.  I know that the love that we 
have for our fellow people is shared and 
appreciated around the community of 
Baldwin and throughout the world.  
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The University of LYFE is the new 
umbrella term for our adult education 
ministries. Combining a sense of 
name nostalgia (for Hennepin’s “The 
University of Life” programming of 
many years ago) with the missional 
acronym of our LYFE Groups, the 
University of LYFE is our way of telling 
the world the gatherings, workshops, 
studies, small groups, and relationships 
we create as a church play a vital role in 
how we live together. The acronym LYFE 
stands for Live Your Faith Everywhere. 
The “Everywhere” is an update of what 
we used to call “Every day.” It reminds 
us all that we carry our faith everywhere 
we go--from our kitchen table to our 
workplace, into our neighborhoods and 
over a cup of coffee with a friend, on 
the serene forest trail and into the busy 
capitol rotunda. 

The University of LYFE, 2.0

It’s been a joy to hear how many of you 
felt the love of this church as young 
people when you were involved in the 
University of Life. Through this powerful 
ministry, you experienced meaningful 
gatherings, workshops, studies, and 
most importantly, relationships. Older 
members of the church took you 
under their wing. You made deep peer 
connections that built true community. 
Some of you even fell in love and were 
married to a peer from these days! 
These are the sorts of relationships that 
helped cement Hennepin Avenue UMC 
as a strong leader in our neighborhood.

Bringing back the name is no accident. 
As our church embarks on a fresh 
effort to reach young adults in our 
neighborhood, it quickly became 
apparent that University of LYFE 
perfectly encapsulates our mission 
to make disciples of Jesus Christ for 

by Rev. Nate Melcher, Associate Pastor of Faith Development

the transformation of the world. In 
processing the results of the CAT survey, 
we hit upon a trio of categories: Behave, 
Belong, Believe. For years, many people 
found a church by first going to a place 
where they could Believe --this is what 
my faith is like. Then, they sought a 
place to Belong--this is how I fit with 
my neighbors. Finally, they wanted a 
place to help them Behave--this is how 
I live my life. Today, however, many 
young people enter the church in the 
opposite order. They want to Behave 
a certain way, then seek a place where 
they Belong, and finally consider what 
they Believe. Our Young Adult Team 
developed ways to help young people 
hit all three of these through our church. 

For Behave, we’re launching monthly 
Adulting 101 workshops to help young 
people develop life skills. We’ll explore 
life hacks, improv for mental health, 

Faith Development
Intentional 
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going from slacktivist to activist, 
personal branding, creating a budget, 
basic car care, how to maintain a work/
life balance, and more. For Belong, 
we’re creating a brand-new Mentor 
Ministry pairing up 20 people from the 
neighborhood and our church in their 
20s/30s with 20 people from our church 
in their 40s/50s/60s (and up!) for a year-
long mentorship. And for Believe, we’re 
offering book scholarships for young 
people to join LYFE Groups and Bible 
studies so they can get in on the great 
faith work we’re doing as a church.

Everyone has a role to play in the 
University of LYFE and your responses 
to the CAT Survey make that clear. Two 
highlights really stand out: 86.9% of 
respondents report you feel confident in 
your ability to have a strong connection 
with someone in a different generation 
from you, and 64% believe most 

members of our church are interested 
in learning about other generations to 
deepen relationships. When I see these 
results, I’m reminded of a quote from 
the book we read this summer as a 
church, Elaine Heath’s, God Unbound: 
“The strongest quality a congregation 
can exhibit in its community is to love 
well – within and beyond the walls of 
the church. They need our presence 
and our love. They need our humility. 
They need us to be church for them by 
bearing their burdens, in that way we 
will indeed fulfill the law of Christ.” As 
we build this new University of LYFE, 
including components built for today’s 
20-somethings, it’s going to take people 
like you to bear their burdens, be their 
champions, and be their role models.

This drive to be intentional about 
intergenerational connections is exactly 
what the original University of LYFE was 
all about and it will be true of today’s 

incarnation. This is our opportunity to 
offer radical hospitality to new young 
adults in our midst. We want young 
people to join our LYFE Groups, and you 
can welcome them in your groups and in 
your homes. We want to mentor young 
people, and you can receive training 
smarts and show your caring heart. And 
we want to demonstrate the vital role 
that lifelong learning plays in the life of 
the church, and you model this by being 
personally committed to a University of 
LYFE ministry. 

Thank you for your support, 
participation, and imagination in the 
new University of LYFE. May you have 
the strength and courage of the Spirit to 
be a part of something big!

Intentional 
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In a recent column entitled “Giving 
Sharpens Financial Planning,”* Chris 
Farrell, economics commentator 
for Minnesota Public Radio, noted, 
“Generosity is good for the soul…[it] 
also turns out to be key to managing 
household finances smartly over a 
lifetime.” Hennepin’s many Legacy 
Giving donors over the decades likely 
would endorse Farrell’s viewpoint.

Through heartfelt planning, our legacy 
donors help to enrich Hennepin’s 
ministries. We are grateful for their 
foresight and their faith in our future. The 
powerful impact of these gifts in recent 
years is reflected in the legacy giving 
numbers (see inset). Whether through 
bequests, charitable annuities and 
trusts, retirement plans or life insurance, 
estate gifts sustain our church in myriad 
ways. This generosity, beyond annual 
pledges and capital support, provides 
program funds for worship and spiritual 
formation outreach activities, music 
and art offerings, and scholarships, plus 
facility improvements and unrestricted 
funds for special initiatives.  

Generosity
Extravagant

Legacy Giving: A Rich Tapestry
By Jack Fistler, Legacy Giving Each Legacy gift is a story of faith and 

commitment. Consider a 2011 gift from 
Eleanor and Leonard Bagne, long-time 
members who moved to the Brainerd 
area in 1973. Their nephew recalled, 
“They always had a warm place in their 
hearts for Hennepin and kept the church 
in their estate plans all those years.”  
More recently, thanks to Hank and 
Dottie Garwick, our funds for Outreach 
activities and partnerships will increase. 
Currently, over 75 members have 
notified Hennepin of future estate 
gifts, enabling us to recognize their 
intents and help ensure their dreams 
for the church are realized. Frances 
Good is providing for youth education 
in recognition of her late husband 
Richard and her involvement in church 
school. Fred and Linda Blaisdell plan to 
augment funds for our historic church 
building, and Janet and Don Wegmiller 
are supporting special initiatives to 
enhance Hennepin’s future.

These and other gifts are sources of 
special inspiration, and the donors’ 
stories reflect unconditional faith in our 
Hennepin family, mission and future. 

Spire Recognition Brunch
Saturday, October 6, 9:30 am -12 noon
Featuring: Sandra Spieler, Artistic Director and Co-Founder, 
In the Heart of the Beast Puppet and Mask Theater (HOBT)

Celebrate our newest Legacy Giving donors and enjoy an inspiring message of 
artistry in our lives and community. Sandy Spieler asks that art waken us to the 
“Wonder!?” of our everyday lives. Sandy is a sculptor, painter, graphic artist, 
performer, theater director, and more. Her work includes tiny puppet shows 
performed in a suitcase, community collaborative performances, main stage theater productions, permanent public art 
commissions and teacher of countless residencies. Named the McKnight Foundation’s 2014 “Distinguished Artist of the 
Year,” she truly is the soul of HOBT’s annual May Day festival and parade. For details and to RSVP, contact Jack Fistler.

The planning behind such extravagant 
generosity, from estate gifts of any 
size, will keep Hennepin vibrant and 
relevant for future generations. For 
more information about the benefits of 
Legacy Giving for you, your heirs and 
Hennepin, or to notify us of your future 
intent, contact Jack Fistler. 

*Source: Minneapolis StarTribune, 
8/5/18

By The Numbers

$1.8 million in Estate funds 
received 2011 – 2017

36  Estate Donors 2011-2017

45  New “Visionaries”  2011 – 2017

{Many}  People, programs and 
building projects impacted


