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January 3, 2021         Gifts to the Nation, Gifts to the Child

Prelude Calm Has Come Steven Hobert  
       Interim Music Director

Welcome & Centering  Rev. Frenchye Magee
        Associate Pastor

Gathering Song Light and Darkness Steven Hobert 

Poem  It Is Not Over by Ann Weems Anathea Swanson

Song  Gather Us In   Steven Hobert

Here in this place new light is streaming
Now is the darkness vanished away

See in this space our fears and our dreamings
Brought here to you in the light of the day

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken
Gather us in, the blind and the lame
Call to us now and we shall awaken

We shall arise at the sound of our name

We are the young, our lives are a mystery
We are the old who yearn for your face

We have been sung throughout all of history
Called to be light to the whole human race

Gather us in, the rich and the haughty
Gather us in, the proud and the strong
Give us a heart so meek and so lowly
Give us the courage to enter the song

Not in the dark of buildings confining
Not in some heaven light years away

But here in this place the new light is shining
Now is the kingdom, now is the day

Gather us in and hold us forever
Gather us in and make us your own
Gather us in, all peoples together

Fire of love in our flesh and our bones
Fire of love in our flesh and our bones



Blessing the Space Between Us  Begin Again

The Scripture  Isaiah 60:1, 3, 6 (CEV)
       Carol Michalicek

Jerusalem, stand up! Shine! Your new day is dawning. The glory of 
the Lord shines brightly on you. The earth and its people are covered 
with darkness, but the glory of the Lord is shining upon you. Nations 
and kings will come to the light of your dawning day…

God said: “Treasures from across the sea and the wealth of nations 
will be brought to you. Your country will be covered with caravans of 
young camels from Midian and Ephah…” The people of Sheba will 
bring gold and spices in praise of me, the Lord.”  

     The Word of God for the people of God.       
     Thanks be to God. 
                                                               
Sharing the Peace

   The peace of Christ be with you. 
   And also with you.

Song  Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming  Steven Hobert

Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung.
Of Jesse’s lineage coming as men of old have sung.
It came a flow’ret bright, amid the cold of winter,

when half spent was the night.

Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, the rose I have in mind
With Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind.

To show God’s love aright she bore to men a savior,
 when half spent was the night.

This flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air,
dispels with glorious splendor our darkness everywhere.

True flesh, yet very God, from sin and death 
he saves us and shares our every load.

Sermon Gifts to the Nations,  Rev. Judy Zabel 
      Gifts to the Child  

Affirming Our Faith    Rev. Frenchye Magee

Followers of light, arise shine! In Christ, God’s love has been revealed to us,
It reaches across time and space, Come and see! We are not alone.
We have come to follow and walk in the light.
We believe in God, the Creator: Maker of everything, Artist and 
Author of the Universe; Mystery behind every matter.
We believe in Jesus Christ, Word made flesh: God from God, Light 
from Light, One with the Creator, Saving gift to all creation.

 Dec 27   Christmas Season Worship  
  Service from the  
  MN Conference of the UMC

 Jan 3  Epiphany Sunday
  Light and Life
  GIfts to the Nations, 
  GIfts to the Child 
  Isaiah 60:1, 3, 6b

 Jan 10  Uncommon Love 
  for the Common Good
  Isaiah 42:1-9

 Jan 17  Uncommon Love 
  for the Common Good
  Here I Am! 
  Guest Preacher Jonathan  
  Wilson Hartgrove
  1 Sam 3:1-10

 Jan 24 Uncommon Love 
  for the Common Good
  Get Up and Go! 
  Jonah 3:1-5,10

 Jan 31  Uncommon Love 
  for the Common Good
  Kicked Out? Called In! 
  2 Kings 7:3-14

 Feb 7  Uncommon Love 
  for the Common Good
  With Wings Like Eagles  
  Isaiah 40:29-31

 Feb 14  Uncommon Love 
  for the Common Good
  Upon a High Mountain  
  Mark 9:2-9

UNITED
METHODIST
CHURCH

Sermon Series beginning January 10

Together, we’ll hear the call
to love in God’s name & work for the common good



We believe in the Holy Spirit: Breath of God moving among us,
One with the Creator and one with Christ, Guide and grace of all 
that is and will be.
We believe in the light of love and we are not alone.
Thanks be to God. Amen

Invitation to Silent Prayer                                 Rev. Frenchye Magee

 Song                                      In the Bleak Midwinter                      Steven Hobert

What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

if I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; 
yet what I can I give him: give my heart.

Prayers of the People     Mark Schneider

Emmanuel, you bring light into our lives and answer our needs 
with your presence. Today we pray for all whose spirits are 
subdued by sadness; for every sacred soul who cannot see light 
at the end of their tunnel, even as a new year begins. In mercy, 
shine new light into every dark place and bring your healing to all 
wounds; make whole all that is broken; speak truth to all illusion, 
and help us to reimagine possibilities for peace and joy. Amen

Celebrations & Blessing     Jeff Smith

God grant you many years

Life Together     Rev. Frenchye Magee
  
Song  For Unto Us a Child is Born Steven Hobert 

For unto us a child is born
for unto us a child is born
for unto us a child is born

Unto us a son is given
unto us such love’s been given

For unto us a child is born
for unto us a child is born
for unto us a child is born

Unto us a love’s been given
unto us this teacher’s given

and he’ll teach the world
to walk with new kindness

in their eyes

how to stop dividing
all the people

into different kinds

In Our Prayers This Week
(Current as of December 23)

Deaths
Karen Olson, d. 12/9/20
Dorothy Perry, d. 12/8/20
Kurt Loether, d. 12/1/20
Helen (Holli) Roseberg, d. 11/29/20

In Recovery
Donna Long

Care Center
Evelyn Welsh
Janet Sundell Rhodes

Recovering at Home
Ingrid Bloom

Prayer Requests
John Anderson
Shirley Johnson 
Anna Nygren
Carolyn Radke
Danielle Anderson
The Nsude Family
Mike Chatt
Carol Edblom 
James Hlavka 
Ruth Laube
Don & Janice Selger
Judy Strandmark
Carrie David
Lorelei Larson

Prayers for Our Congregational 
Life & Work

That the vision of being an anti-
racist congregation would take 
hold in all our ministries and 
transform us, making us truly 
open to all people.

Prayers for Our World 
 In a Time of Pandemic
We offer our prayers for the world 

in a global pandemic, with 
gratitude for all organizations 
and agencies that have 
contributed to the production 
of the vaccines that offer hope. 
We give thanks for those who are 
still working tirelessly to find a 
cure and pray that the resources 
for wholeness and healing might 
reach the entire world, especially 
those places where care and 
medicine have been insufficient 
to the need. 



to embrace the poor
unlock the door

so all have a better life

and his name shall be calleth:
Wonderful
Marvelous

the Mighty God
the Everlasting Ember

the Spark for Peace

For unto us a child is born
for unto us a child is born
for unto us a child is born

Unto us
unto us

 a son is given
a son is given

Unto us such love’s been given

For unto us a child is born
for unto us a child is born
for unto us a child is born

Unto us
unto us

a son is given
a son is given

unto us this teacher’s given

Unto us a love’s been given
unto us this teacher’s given

and he’ll teach the world
to walk with new kindness

in their eyes

and he’ll teach the world
to walk with new kindness

in their eyes

how to stop dividing
all the people

into different kinds

how to stop dividing
all the people

into different kinds

to embrace the poor
unlock the door

so all have a better life

to embrace the poor
unlock the door

so all have a better life

Prayers for Our World 
 In a Time of Pandemic 
May all those who provide comfort 

and care to patients in hospitals, 
nursing homes, and assisted 
living facilities receive new 
reservoirs of courage, wisdom, 
and strength. May those who 
experience economic instability 
receive the aid and support they 
need to endure this season, and 
may our leaders be guided by 
the desire to serve the common 
good. May the spirit of the Prince 
of Peace guide our hearts.

Prayers for Racial Reconciliation 
& Healing

In a desire for racial reconciliation 
and justice for all people, we 
affirm the dignity, beauty, and 
worth of every human being. 
We pray for open minds to 
understand that all your people 
are in the same human family. 
Give us strength to repent of 
racist attitudes, behaviors, 
and speech which demean 
others. May we hear the voices 
of those wounded by racial 
discrimination, and their 
passionate appeals for change. 
Strengthen our resolve to make 
amends for past injustices and to 
right the wrongs of history.

Prayers for Our Church
That the United Methodist Church 

would witness faithfully to the 
grace of Christ in every local 
setting; that doctrinal and 
theological differences would 
be set aside in order to serve all 
God’s people with empathy and 
compassion.



Clergy
Frenchye Magee, Associate Pastor
Judy Zabel, Senior Pastor
Jim McChesney, Pastoral Care/Visitation 

Ministry Staff
Rick Belbutoski, Director of Youth & 
Young Adult Ministries
Lynne Carroll, Director of Children & 
Family Ministries
Donald Livingston, Principal Organist
Michelle Gehrz, Assistant Organist
Mary Martin, Director of Dignity Center & 
Outreach Ministries
Mark Squire, Director of Music & Fine Arts

Twin Cities District
Superintendent
Dan Johnson

Minnesota Area Bishop
Bruce R. Ough

Hennepin Avenue United Methodist Church
511 Groveland Avenue
Minneapolis, MN  55403
www.haumc.org
612-871-5303

Our Strategic Initiatives
1. We will grow in love of God and 
neighbor by intentionally building 
a multi-racial beloved community 
inside and outside our church walls, 
working to advance racial, economic, 
and environmental justice for all.

2. We will reach and welcome new 
people by expanding the ways in 
which we communicate what God 
is doing through the ministries of 
Hennepin.

3. We will heal a broken world by 
working to undo the harm that 
church and society have caused in 
exclusion and discrimination through 
systemic forms of oppression against 
all marginalized people including the 
LGBTQ community.

and his name shall be calleth:
Wonderful
Marvelous

Healer
Joyousness

the Mighty God
the Everlasting Ember

Closing Blessing     Rev. Frenchye Magee

Ahh-men, Ahh-women, Ahh-children,
     Ahh-animals, Ahh-creation, Awe!!!

Postlude We Three Kings Steven Hobert

Worship Leaders today: 
Rev. Frenchye Magee, Rev. Judy Zabel, Bob Brinkley, Carol Michalicek, Mark Schneider,  

Anathea Swanson, Steven Hobert (Interim Music Director) 
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