
8:30am   
Sacred Journey

 
December 13, 2020                              Good News Coming

Prelude Tiptoe Dance Steven Hobert 
       Interim Music Director
       

Welcome & Centering  Rev. Frenchye Magee
        Associate Pastor

Gathering Song Come O Light John Penny

Poem  The Coming of Light by Mark Strand Bob Brinkley

Song  Christ, Be Our Light (Longing for Light)  Steven Hobert

Longing for peace, our world is troubled,
Longing for hope, many despair.

Your word alone has pow’r to save us,
Make us your living voice. 

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts.
Shine through the darkness.

Christ, be our light!
Shine in your church gathered today. 

Blessing the Space Between Us  Advent Blessing
       Ingrid Bloom

Lighting the Advent Wreath

Song  Christ, Be Our Light (Longing for Light)  Steven Hobert

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts.
Shine through the darkness.

Christ, be our light!
Shine in your church gathered today.

Shine in our hearts.
Shine in the darkness.

Christ, be our light!
Shine in your church gathered today.



Gathering Prayers   Kathleen Chesney

Mothering God, you hovered in the deep, in a cosmos lit only by 
your imagination, and spoke a world of beauty into being. Thank 
you for the exquisite balance of life that has cradled humanity. 
Forgive us for neglecting your gifts of water, air, and soil. This 
Advent, teach us the way of holy wisdom again, so we too, may 
learn to care for all creation as you do. Amen

The Scripture                                                           Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 (The Message)
Ken Lippin

The Spirit of the Lord God has taken control of me! The Lord has chosen 
and sent me to tell the oppressed the good news, to heal the broken-
hearted, and to announce freedom for prisoners and captives. This is 
the year when the Lord God will show kindness to us and punish our 
enemies.

The Lord has sent me to comfort those who mourn, especially in Jerusalem. 
He sent me to give them flowers in place of their sorrow, olive oil in place 
of tears, and joyous praise in place of broken hearts. They will be called 
“Trees of Justice,” planted by the Lord to honor his name. Then they will 
rebuild cities that have been in ruins for many generations.

The Word of God for the people of God.       
Thanks be to God. 

Song  Light Everywhere  Lynn O’Brien

I am open, yeah (repeat)

I am a snake shedding skin,
I am a butterfly emerging from a chrysalis,

I am a wave rising and crashing,
I am the sand standing my ground,

I am spring blooms unfolding,
I am a volcano exploding,

I’m a child’s voice singing into the night,
just to tell the dark it’ll be alright,

I am thunder boldly clapping,
I’m new territory mapping out my plans, 

past fear, and onto freedom now,
I reach up till my hands feel clouds

until the world is held in song,
until each soul knows they belong,

I’ll take my inner gifts and give them,
take my biggest dreams and live them out

in the global exchange, of skills, ideas
and positive changes,

letting our hearts lead the way,
connecting on a level our history begs for,
Even though we’ve got many miles to go,

even though we’ll have more burdens to bear,

 Dec 13   Longing for Light  
  Good News Coming
  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

 Dec 20   Longing for Light
  Greetings, Favored One!
  Luke 1:26-38

 Dec 27   Christmas Season  
  Worship Service from the  
  MN Conference of the UMC

In Our Prayers This Week

Dorothy Perry, d. 12/8/20
Kurt Loether, d. 12/1/2020
Helen (Holli) Roseberg
 d. 11/29/20

Care Center
Evelyn Welsh
Janet Sundell Rhodes

Recovering at Home
Ingrid Bloom

Prayer Requests
John Anderson
Shirley Johnson 
Anna Nygren
Carolyn Radke
Danielle Anderson
The Nsude Family
Mike Chatt
Carol Edblom 
James Hlavka 
Ruth Laube
Don & Janice Selger
Judy Strandmark
Carrie David
Lorelei Larson

Spend time in the hope-filled darkness 
of contemplation, prayer, and holy longing 

as we look forward together to the 
Light of Christmas.



even though, hey, it’s easy to say,
that the part I would play is too small to care,

even though some days are mighty hard,
and where I am isn’t where I want to be,

even on the darkest of days I pray,
that I’ll still find a way to let myself be:

Light everywhere
I’ll be light everywhere
I’ll be light everywhere

I am open

I am open, yeah
I am open (2x)

I am a thought becoming a word,
becoming a sentence, a voice,

the sound of a bird singing JOY,
this channel plays only good news,

comprised of the thoughts that I chose to choose,
I am a mirror becoming a window,

seeing my reflection in everyone around,

though now I let the light filter all the way through,
learning to stay open and true to:

Light everywhere
I’ll be light everywhere
I’ll be light everywhere

I am open

I am open, yeah
I am open (repeating)

The Story Longing for Light:  Heidi Sun-Schreiber
      Good News Coming! 3rd Year, Duke Divinity School
  
Invitation to Silent Prayer                                 Rev. Frenchye Magee

 Song              Walls of the World Come Down           Mary Louise Knutson and  
     Daryl Boudreaux

Prayers of the People     Kathleen Chesney

Advent God, whose love is stronger than death: in these days of 
cold and shadow, let your Light warm our lives. In this season 
of waiting and watching, when the everyday seems too hard to 
carry, be the strength in our bones. In these days of tears and 
tragedy, be the good news that makes our hearts flutter and leap 
with joy. In shadow and silence, in song and solitude, in all ways 
for all people, be God with us, again. Amen

Celebrations & Blessing     Rev. Frenchye Magee  

God grant you many years

Prayers for Our Congregational 
Life & Work

That the vision of being an anti-
racist congregation would take 
hold in all our ministries and 
transform us, making us truly 
open to all people.

Prayers for Our World 
 In a Time of Pandemic
In this time of pandemic, bring 

wisdom to doctors.
and understanding to scientists. 

Endow caregivers with 
compassion and generosity.

Bring healing to those who are ill. 
Protect those who are most at 
risk. Give comfort to those who 
have lost loved ones.

Welcome those who have died into 
your eternal home.

Prayers for Racial Reconciliation 
& Healing

In our efforts to dismantle 
racism, we understand that 
we struggle not merely against 
flesh and blood but against 
those institutions and systems 
that keep racism alive by 
perpetuating the lie that some 
members of the family are 
inferior and others superior. 
Create in us a new heart that 
will enable us to see brothers 
and sisters in the faces of those 
divided by racial categories. 
Help us to create a church and a 
nation that embraces the hopes 
and fears of oppressed people of 
color where we live, and around 
the world. Heal your family God, 
and make us one with you, in 
union with our brother Jesus, 
and empowered by your Holy 
Spirit.

Prayers for Our Church
That the United Methodist Church 

would witness faithfully to the 
grace of Christ in every local 
setting; that doctrinal and 
theological differences would 
be set aside in order to serve all 
God’s people with empathy and 
compassion.



Life Together     Rick Belbutoski
          Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries

Song  I Danced in the Morning Steven Hobert 

Closing Blessing     Rev. Frenchye Magee

Ahh-men, Ahh-women, Ahh-children,
     Ahh-animals, Ahh-creation, Awe!!!

Postlude Joy Felicia Hobert,  
      Recorded 2015 Steven Hobert,  
        Tony Axtell,  
        Jeff Schraw

Worship Leaders today: 
Rev. Frenchye Magee, Heidi Sun Schreiber, Rick Belbutoski, Ingrid Bloom, Bob 

Brinkley, Kathleen Chesney, Ken Lippin; Steven Hobert (interim music director), 
Tony Axtell (bass), Daryl Boudreaux (percussion), Felicia Hobert (vocals),Mary Louise 

Knutson (piano), John Penny (guitar and voice), Jeff Schraw (drums)

Guest Storyteller:  
Heidi Sun Schreiber (she/they) visits Sacred Journey today. Heidi is a queer biracial 

seminarian and artist living in Durham, North Carolina. Hailing from Chicago,  
she hopes to pastor/plant a church there after finishing her MDiv at Duke Divinity 

School (‘21). In their free time, they enjoy cooking, noodling around  
on the guitar, and cuddling with their pup, Logan.

Guest Vocalist: 
Lynn O’Brien

www.lynnobrien.love
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Clergy
Frenchye Magee, Associate Pastor
Judy Zabel, Senior Pastor
Jim McChesney, Pastoral Care/Visitation
Gloria Roach Thomas, Pastoral Care/
Visitation  

Ministry Staff
Rick Belbutoski, Director of Youth & 
Young Adult Ministries
Lynne Carroll, Director of Children & 
Family Ministries
Donald Livingston, Principal Organist
Michelle Gehrz, Assistant Organist
Mary Martin, Director of Dignity Center & 
Outreach Ministries
Mark Squire, Director of Music & Fine Arts

Twin Cities District
Superintendent
Dan Johnson

Minnesota Area Bishop
Bruce R. Ough

Hennepin Avenue United Methodist Church
511 Groveland Avenue
Minneapolis, MN  55403
www.haumc.org
612-871-5303

Our Strategic Initiatives
1. We will grow in love of God and 
neighbor by intentionally building 
a multi-racial beloved community 
inside and outside our church walls, 
working to advance racial, economic, 
and environmental justice for all.

2. We will reach and welcome new 
people by expanding the ways in 
which we communicate what God 
is doing through the ministries of 
Hennepin.

3. We will heal a broken world by 
working to undo the harm that 
church and society have caused in 
exclusion and discrimination through 
systemic forms of oppression against 
all marginalized people including the 
LGBTQ community.


