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December 20, 2020                       Greetings, Favored One!

Prelude Time to Change the Paradigm Daryl Boudreaux  
       Steven Hobert  
        Interim Music Director

Welcome & Centering  Rev. Frenchye Magee
        Associate Pastor

Gathering Song Our Darkness / Within Our Darkest Night Lindsay Potter,  
       Jim Kellerman,  
       Marcus Wise &  
       Steven Hobert

La ténèbre n’est point ténèbre devant toi:
la nuit comme le jour est lumière.

Our darkness is never darkness in your sight:
the deepest night is clear as the daylight.

Within our darkest night
you kindle the fire that never dies away,

never dies away.
Within our darkest night

you kindle the fire that never dies away,
never dies away.

Poem  The Mother of God by William Butler Yeats Julie Sedlak

Song  Christ, Be Our Light (Longing for Light)  Steven Hobert

Many the gifts, many the people,
many the hearts that yearn to belong.

Let us be servants to one another,
signs of your kingdom come.

Christ, be our light!  Shine in our hearts.
Shine through the darkness.

Christ, be our light!
Shine in your church gathered today.

Blessing the Space Between Us  Fresh Radiance

Lighting the Advent Wreath



Sharing the Peace  David McNally & Cheryl Hauser

Song  Christ, Be Our Light (Longing for Light)  Steven Hobert

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts.
Shine through the darkness.

Christ, be our light!
Shine in your church gathered today.

Gathering Prayers   Cheryl Hauser

God of Life and of Light, the daylight shortens and our time of 
waiting is nearly over as the winter solstice approaches. The 
mystery of love whispers to us and says, “prepare for the light 
that will never go out,” even as the earth rests. May this season 
of winter rains and peaceful snowfalls replenish and restore the 
tired land, erasing the barrenness we have inflicted upon it. May 
the life that is coming overflow into our earth home and fill us 
with love for the creation, as we welcome the Christ of the cosmos 
into our life again. Amen

The Scripture                                                                      Luke 1:26-38 (The Message)
       Hannah & Todd Brandon

[In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, after her husband  
Zechariah lost the ability to speak], God sent the angel Gabriel to 
the Galilean village of Nazareth to visit a virgin named Mary. She was  
engaged to be married to Joseph, who was a descendant of King David.

Upon entering, Gabriel greeted her: “Good morning! You’re beautiful 
with God’s beauty…inside and out! God is with you!”

She was thoroughly shaken, wondering what was behind a greeting 
like that. To reassure her, Gabriel spoke, “Mary, you have nothing to 
fear. God has a surprise for you: You will become pregnant and give 
birth to a son and call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be 
called, ‘Son of the Highest.’ The Lord God will give him the throne of 
his father David; He will rule Jacob’s house forever—there will be no 
end, ever, to his kingdom.”

Mary said to the angel, “But how? I’m not married. I’ve never slept 
with a man.”

Gabriel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, the power 
of the Highest hover over you. Therefore, the child you bring to birth 
will be called Holy, Son of God. And did you know that your cousin 
Elizabeth conceived a son, old as she is? Everyone called her barren, 
and here she is six months pregnant! Nothing, you see, is impossible 
with God.”

 Dec 13   Longing for Light  
  Good News Coming
  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

 Dec 20   Longing for Light
  Greetings, Favored One!
  Luke 1:26-38

 Dec 27   Christmas Season  
  Worship Service from the  
  MN Conference of the UMC

 Jan 3  Epiphany Sunday
  Light and Life
  GIfts to the Nations, 
  GIfts to the Child 
  Isaiah 60:1,3,6b

 Jan 10  Uncommon Love 
  for the Common Good
  Isaiah 42:1-9

 Jan 17  Uncommon Love 
  for the Common Good
  Here I Am! 
  1 Sam 3:1-10
  Guest Preacher Jonathan  
  Wilson Hartgrove

 Jan 24 Uncommon Love 
  for the Common Good
  Get Up and Go! 
  Jonah 3:1-5,10

 Jan 31  Uncommon Love 
  for the Common Good
  Kicked Out? Called In! 
  2 Kings 7:3-14

 Feb 7  Uncommon Love 
  for the Common Good
  With Wings Like Eagles  
  Isaiah 40:29-31

Spend time in the hope-filled darkness 
of contemplation, prayer, and holy longing 

as we look forward together to the 
Light of Christmas.



And Mary said, “Yes, I see it all now: I’m the Lord’s maid, ready to 
serve. Let it be with me just as you say.”

Then the angel left her.

The Word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

                                                               
Song  Darkness Cover Me  Sara Thomsen

Darkness cover me
like a blanket of night 
Oh, cover me lightly.

Shadows gather around me
Deepening darkness

Whispering softly.

Holy Maker of Moonlight
Singing through starlight

Keeper of all Life

Hidden Seed deep in the dark soil of the earth
Fertile Ground, Womb of the Night, bring us new birth.

Darkness cover me
like a blanket of night 
Oh, cover me lightly.

Shadows gather around me
Deepening darkness

Whispering softly.

Holy Maker of Moonlight
Singing through starlight

Keeper of all Life

Hidden Seed deep in the dark soil of the earth
Fertile Ground, Womb of the Night, bring us new birth.

Hidden Seed deep in the dark soil of the earth
Fertile Ground, Womb of the Night, bring us new birth.

The Story Looking Like Love  Rev. Frenchye Magee
  
Invitation to Silent Prayer                                 

 Song                                    Smiling While Waiting  Marcus Wise, 
     Jim Kellerman & 
     Steven Hobert

In Our Prayers This Week

Karen Olson, d. 12/9/20
Dorothy Perry, d. 12/8/20
Kurt Loether, d. 12/1/20
Helen (Holli) Roseberg, d. 11/29/20

Care Center
Evelyn Welsh
Janet Sundell Rhodes

Recovering at Home
Ingrid Bloom

Prayer Requests
John Anderson
Shirley Johnson 
Anna Nygren
Carolyn Radke
Danielle Anderson
The Nsude Family
Mike Chatt
Carol Edblom 
James Hlavka 
Ruth Laube
Don & Janice Selger
Judy Strandmark
Carrie David
Lorelei Larson

Prayers for Our Congregational 
Life & Work

That the vision of being an anti-
racist congregation would take 
hold in all our ministries and 
transform us, making us truly 
open to all people.

Prayers for Our World 
 In a Time of Pandemic
We offer our prayers for the world 

in a global pandemic, with 
gratitude for all organizations 
and agencies that have 
contributed to the production 
of the vaccines that offer hope. 
We give thanks for those who are 
still working tirelessly to find a 
cure and pray that the resources 
for wholeness and healing might 
reach the entire world, especially 
those places where care and 
medicine have been insufficient 
to the need. 



Prayers of the People     Rev. Judy Zabel
          Senior Minister

Advent Spirit, unclog our ears today so we can hear the songs of 
the angels, even if they sound like the cries of the suffering. Open 
our eyes so we can recognize the Child of God, when the face is 
different from ours. Open our hearts, and help us to make room 
again for the one who reminds us that you are always with us, 
until the end of time. Amen

Celebrations & Blessing     Rev. Frenchye Magee  

God grant you many years

Life Together     Rev. Judy Zabel  

Song  Dona Nobis Pacem Marcus Wise,  
        Jim Kellerman &  
        Steven Hobert
      Dona nobis pacem.

Closing Blessing     Rev. Frenchye Magee

Ahh-men, Ahh-women, Ahh-children,
     Ahh-animals, Ahh-creation, Awe!!!

Postlude Shapes of Things to Come Jim Kellerman, 
        Marcus Wise & 
        Steven Hobert

Worship Leaders today:
Rev. Frenchye Magee, Rev. Judy Zabel, Hannah & Todd Brandon,  

Cheryl Hauser, David McNally, Julie Sedlak, Steven Hobert (interim music director), 
Daryl Boudreaux (percussion), Lindsay Potter (vocals)

Guest Vocalist:  
Sara Thomsen

Guest Instrumentalists:
Jim Kellerman

From creating songs at the piano as a child to inspiring audiences of all types  
James has looked for and found the healing qualities of music. Since 1997 James has 
been making his living as a woodwind freelance performer, composer, educator and 
recording artist. He has played across the country both in touring theater pit bands  
as well as in the highly successful “one man” show he created in 2003 focused 
on bringing music to senior citizen communities. Since 2003 that work has been  
engaged over 5,000 times in over 2,000 elder community settings across the U.S.  
from coast to coast.

As the seasons of life pass and grant their lessons James has been evolving his 
work life. Combining years of musical experiences with scientific research on our brains 
and mind / body connection James started offering “The Science of Contentment” 

Prayers for Our World 
 In a Time of Pandemic 
May all those who provide comfort 

and care to patients in hospitals, 
nursing homes, and assisted 
living facilities receive new 
reservoirs of courage, wisdom, 
and strength. May those who 
experience economic instability 
receive the aid and support they 
need to endure this season, and 
may our leaders be guided by 
the desire to serve the common 
good. May the spirit of the Prince 
of Peace guide our hearts.

Prayers for Racial Reconciliation 
& Healing

In a desire for racial reconciliation 
and justice for all people, we 
affirm the dignity, beauty, and 
worth of every human being. 
We pray for open minds to 
understand that all your people 
are in the same human family. 
Give us strength to repent of 
racist attitudes, behaviors, 
and speech which demean 
others. May we hear the voices 
of those wounded by racial 
discrimination, and their 
passionate appeals for change. 
Strengthen our resolve to make 
amends for past injustices and to 
right the wrongs of history.

Prayers for Our Church
That the United Methodist Church 

would witness faithfully to the 
grace of Christ in every local 
setting; that doctrinal and 
theological differences would 
be set aside in order to serve all 
God’s people with empathy and 
compassion.



wellness workshop in senior settings starting in the summer of 2018. Created out 
of personal experience, the workshop has been presented 15 times and includes 
music, lecture and experiential components. James also plays music for yoga classes 
and has been a guest performer in many Kirtan gatherings. James has added teaching 
yoga to his work and has been certified by the Heartmath institute as an “Add Heart” 
facilitator.  www.jameskellermanmusic.com

Marcus Wise
Minneapolis Tabla drummer Marcus Wise learned his artistry under the loving guid-
ance of his Guru, the legend Ustad Diam Ali Qadri of Jaipur, India. Marcus has per-
formed on stages throughout the USA and abroad accompanying a wide spec-
trum of music genres including Classical East Indian Music, poets Robert Bly and 
Coleman Barks, guitarist/producer Steve Tibbets and guitarist Dean Magraw. 
www.facebook.com/marcus.wise.756
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Clergy
Frenchye Magee, Associate Pastor
Judy Zabel, Senior Pastor
Jim McChesney, Pastoral Care/Visitation 

Ministry Staff
Rick Belbutoski, Director of Youth & 
Young Adult Ministries
Lynne Carroll, Director of Children & 
Family Ministries
Donald Livingston, Principal Organist
Michelle Gehrz, Assistant Organist
Mary Martin, Director of Dignity Center & 
Outreach Ministries
Mark Squire, Director of Music & Fine Arts

Twin Cities District
Superintendent
Dan Johnson

Minnesota Area Bishop
Bruce R. Ough

Hennepin Avenue United Methodist Church
511 Groveland Avenue
Minneapolis, MN  55403
www.haumc.org
612-871-5303

Our Strategic Initiatives
1. We will grow in love of God and 
neighbor by intentionally building 
a multi-racial beloved community 
inside and outside our church walls, 
working to advance racial, economic, 
and environmental justice for all.

2. We will reach and welcome new 
people by expanding the ways in 
which we communicate what God 
is doing through the ministries of 
Hennepin.

3. We will heal a broken world by 
working to undo the harm that 
church and society have caused in 
exclusion and discrimination through 
systemic forms of oppression against 
all marginalized people including the 
LGBTQ community.


