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We Gather to Worship God

Prelude As with Gladness Men of Old Robert Hobby

Welcome      Rev. Frenchye Magee 
                                                        Associate Pastor

Advent Wreath Lighting

Christ, be our light!
Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness.

Christ, be our light!
Shine in your church gathered today.

 

Many the gifts, many the people,
Many the hearts that yearn to belong.

Let us be servants to one another,
Making your kingdom come.

 

Christ, be our light!
Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness.

Christ, be our light!
Shine in your church gathered today.

Litany of Welcome      Donna Packer
           Lector 
     

Welcome this day to worship.
The light of this season has beckoned us forward.
Come and rejoice, for God’s light is coming to us.
Praise be to God who pours light into our lives.
Open your hearts and spirits and receive the blessings of God.
All are welcome in this time together, all are children of God.
May we always be ready to respond in joyful ways to God’s love,
And stand together as one in God’s glorious light!

10:00am   
Traditional Worship

  
December 20, 2020                       Greetings, Favored One!



Opening Hymn                Angels from the Realms of Glory           REGENT SQUARE 

Angels from the realms of glory,
Wing your flight o’er all the earth;

Ye who sang creation’s story
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth:

Come and worship, come and worship,
Worship Christ, the newborn King.

Shepherds, in the field abiding,
Watching o’er your flocks by night,

God with us is now residing;
Yonder shines the infant light:

Come and worship, come and worship,
Worship Christ, the newborn King.

Sages, leave your contemplations,
Brighter visions beam afar;

Seek the great Desire of nations;
Ye have seen His natal star:

Come and worship, come and worship,
Worship Christ, the newborn King.

Saints, before the altar bending,
Watching long in hope and fear;
Suddenly the Lord, descending,

In his temple shall appear:
Come and worship, come and worship,

Worship Christ, the newborn King.

Christ, be our light!
Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness.

Christ, be our light!
Shine in your church gathered today.

Prayer of Confession      Rev. Judy Zabel
           Senior Minister

Compassionate, Forgiving God,
we trespass on your mercy
and take your favor for granted.
We think only of ourselves.
We forget the lessons
of those who came before us,
and ignore our responsibility
to those who will follow us.
We grow proud and seek power.
We do not see the destruction of our actions
and how it distances us from you.
We do not recognize our hunger for what it is,
or where it leads us.
We grow faint.
Bring us home to you, Merciful Beloved.

 Dec 13   Longing for Light  
  Good News Coming
  Rev. Judy Zabel
  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

 Dec 20   Longing for Light
  Greetings, Favored One!
  Rev. Frenchye Magee 
  Luke 1:26-38

 Dec 27   Christmas Season Worship  
  Service from the  
  MN Conference of the UMC

 Jan 3  Epiphany Sunday
  Light and Life
  GIfts to the Nations, 
  GIfts to the Child 
  Rev. Judy Zabel
  Isaiah 60:1,3,6b

 Jan 10  Uncommon Love 
  for the Common Good
  Rev. Frenchye Magee 
  Isaiah 42:1-9

 Jan 17  Uncommon Love 
  for the Common Good
  Here I Am! 
  Guest Preacher Jonathan  
  Wilson Hartgrove
  1 Sam 3:1-10

 Jan 24 Uncommon Love 
  for the Common Good
  Get Up and Go! 
  Rev. Judy Zabel
  Jonah 3:1-5,10

 Jan 31  Uncommon Love 
  for the Common Good
  Kicked Out? Called In! 
  Rev. Frenchye Magee 
  2 Kings 7:3-14

Spend time in the hope-filled darkness 
of contemplation, prayer, and holy longing 

as we look forward together to the 
Light of Christmas.



Silent Prayer

Words of Assurance

Sharing Signs of Peace

The light and hope of Christ lives in each of us.
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please share with those around you, both in person and online, a sign or prayer of peace.

Visual Prayer          Kelly Ann Hall/Alana Levandoski

Announcements   Rev. Frenchye Magee

Time with Children                       Lynne Carroll 
                  Director of Children & Family Ministries

We Hear the Word

Hymn  O Little Town of Bethlehem   ST. LOUIS

O little town of Bethlehem,
how still we see thee lie;

above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by.

Yet in thy dark streets shineth
the everlasting light;

the hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary,
and gathered all above,

while mortals sleep, the angels keep
their watch of wondering love.

O morning stars together,
proclaim the holy birth,

and praises sing to God the King,
and peace to all on earth!

How silently, how silently,
the wondrous gift is given;

so God imparts to human hearts
the blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming,

but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him, still

the dear Christ enters in.



O holy Child of Bethlehem,
descend to us, we pray;

cast out our sin, and enter in,
be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels
the great glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us,
our Lord Emmanuel!

Scripture                                                 Luke 1:26-38 (New Revised Standard Edition)
                                                 Donna Packer

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 
Galilee called Nazareth,  to a virgin engaged to a man whose name 
was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And 
he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with 
you.”  But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what 
sort of greeting this might be.  The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive 
in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will 
be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord 
God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign 
over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 
end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 
The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to 
be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.  And now, your 
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is 
the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will 
be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of 
the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel 
departed from her.

  

   The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon Greetings, Favored One! Rev. Frenchye Magee

We Respond to the Word

Giving Our Tithes, Offerings & Ourselves  Mark Squire
                   Director of Music & Fine Arts

Please visit haumc.org/give to make your offering online, or try our new Text-to-Give option. 
Send a text to 73256 with the message: Hennepin $, followed by the dollar amount. 

For example: Hennepin $50 or Hennepin $25. You will receive a text reply containing 
a link. Tap to open the link and enter your payment information. You will automatically 

receive a receipt for your gift once it is submitted.

In Our Prayers This Week

Karen Olson, d. 12/9/20
Dorothy Perry, d. 12/8/20
Kurt Loether, d. 12/1/20
Helen (Holli) Roseberg, d. 11/29/20

Care Center
Evelyn Welsh
Janet Sundell Rhodes

Recovering at Home
Ingrid Bloom

Prayer Requests
John Anderson
Shirley Johnson 
Anna Nygren
Carolyn Radke
Danielle Anderson
The Nsude Family
Mike Chatt
Carol Edblom 
James Hlavka 
Ruth Laube
Don & Janice Selger
Judy Strandmark
Carrie David
Lorelei Larson

Prayers for Our Congregational 
Life & Work

That the vision of being an anti-
racist congregation would take 
hold in all our ministries and 
transform us, making us truly 
open to all people.

Prayers for Our World 
 In a Time of Pandemic
We offer our prayers for the world 

in a global pandemic, with 
gratitude for all organizations 
and agencies that have 
contributed to the production 
of the vaccines that offer hope. 
We give thanks for those who are 
still working tirelessly to find a 
cure and pray that the resources 
for wholeness and healing might 
reach the entire world, especially 
those places where care and 
medicine have been insufficient 
to the need. 



Offertory Noel We Sing Daquin/arr. DeCormier & Biggs
   Sanctuary Choir, 2019

Doxology          GREENSLEEVES

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Maker, Christ, and Spirit, One:

This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guards and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary.

Prayers of the People                       Rev. Judy Zabel
        

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our God, who is in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,
For yours is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. 

Amen.

We Take the Word Into the World

Closing Hymn Hark! The Herald Angels Sing MENDELSSOHN

Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King;

Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”

Joyful, all ye nations rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With th’angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King.”

Christ, by highest heaven adored;
Christ, the everlasting Lord,

Late in time behold him come,
Offspring of the virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;

Hail th’incarnate Deity,
Pleased with us in flesh to dwell,

Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

Prayers for Our World 
 In a Time of Pandemic 
May all those who provide comfort 

and care to patients in hospitals, 
nursing homes, and assisted 
living facilities receive new 
reservoirs of courage, wisdom, 
and strength. May those who 
experience economic instability 
receive the aid and support they 
need to endure this season, and 
may our leaders be guided by 
the desire to serve the common 
good. May the spirit of the Prince 
of Peace guide our hearts.

Prayers for Racial Reconciliation 
& Healing

In a desire for racial reconciliation 
and justice for all people, we 
affirm the dignity, beauty, and 
worth of every human being. 
We pray for open minds to 
understand that all your people 
are in the same human family. 
Give us strength to repent of 
racist attitudes, behaviors, 
and speech which demean 
others. May we hear the voices 
of those wounded by racial 
discrimination, and their 
passionate appeals for change. 
Strengthen our resolve to make 
amends for past injustices and to 
right the wrongs of history.

Prayers for Our Church
That the United Methodist Church 

would witness faithfully to the 
grace of Christ in every local 
setting; that doctrinal and 
theological differences would 
be set aside in order to serve all 
God’s people with empathy and 
compassion.



Clergy
Frenchye Magee, Associate Pastor
Judy Zabel, Senior Pastor
Jim McChesney, Pastoral Care/Visitation 

Ministry Staff
Rick Belbutoski, Director of Youth & 
Young Adult Ministries
Lynne Carroll, Director of Children & 
Family Ministries
Donald Livingston, Principal Organist
Michelle Gehrz, Assistant Organist
Mary Martin, Director of Dignity Center & 
Outreach Ministries
Mark Squire, Director of Music & Fine Arts

Twin Cities District
Superintendent
Dan Johnson

Minnesota Area Bishop
Bruce R. Ough

Hennepin Avenue United Methodist Church
511 Groveland Avenue
Minneapolis, MN  55403
www.haumc.org
612-871-5303

Our Strategic Initiatives
1. We will grow in love of God and 
neighbor by intentionally building 
a multi-racial beloved community 
inside and outside our church walls, 
working to advance racial, economic, 
and environmental justice for all.

2. We will reach and welcome new 
people by expanding the ways in 
which we communicate what God 
is doing through the ministries of 
Hennepin.

3. We will heal a broken world by 
working to undo the harm that 
church and society have caused in 
exclusion and discrimination through 
systemic forms of oppression against 
all marginalized people including the 
LGBTQ community.

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,

Risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,

Born that we no more may die,
Born to raise us from the earth,

Born to give us second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

Benediction            Rev. Frenchye Magee

Postlude Festival Postlude on “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
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