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Sacred Journey

 
January 17, 2021          Here I Am!

Prelude Stars Were Calling Out Your Name Steven Hobert  
       Interim Music Director

Welcome & Centering  Rev. Frenchye Magee
        Associate Pastor

Gathering Song This Day God Gives Me  Steven Hobert

This day God gives me
Strength of high heaven,
Sun and moon shining,

Flame in my hearth,
Flashing of lightning,
Wind in its swiftness,
Depths of the ocean,

Firmness of earth.

Rising I thank you,
Mighty and strong One,
God’s host defends me,

Save me from ill.
Angels of heaven,

Drive from me always
All that would harm me,

Stand by me still.

Poem  Martin Luther King, Jr.  Rev. Bill Mate
      by Gwendolyn Brooks

Song  City of God   Steven Hobert

Awake from your slumber!
Arise from your sleep!
A new day is dawning

for all those who weep.

The people in darkness 
have seen a great light.
The Lord of our longing

has conquered the night.



Let us build the city of God.
May our tears be turned into dancing!

For the Lord,
our light and our love,

has turned the night into day!

O comfort my people;
make gentle your words.

Proclaim to my city
the day of her birth.

Let us build the city of God.
May our tears be turned into dancing!

For the Lord,
our light and our love,

has turned the night into day!

Let us build the city of God.
may our tears be turned into dancing!

For the Lord,
our light and our love,

has turned the night into day!

Blessing the Space Between Us  

Gathering Prayer  Mark Squire  
       Director of Music & Fine Arts

Creator of All Life, we pray today for peace that extends 
throughout the universe; for justice that renews our earth home, 
and for hope that heals the harm our planet has suffered.  
Spirit, awaken new consciousness in us and fill us with energy 
that restores and renews the beauty of creation. Amen

The Scripture                                  1 Samuel 3:1-10  (New Revised Standard Version)  
             Kristin Zinsmaster, David Focht,  
                 Leah Hausmann, Stephan Hill

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word 
of the Lord was rare in those days; visions were not widespread.
At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he 
could not see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not 
yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, 
where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” 
and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you 
called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went 
and lay down. The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and 
went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I 
did not call, my son; lie down again.” Now Samuel did not yet know 
the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. 
The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went 
to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived 
that the Lord was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, 
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lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your 
servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.
Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! 
Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”
 

     The Word of God for the people of God.       
     Thanks be to God. 
                                                               
Interlude

Sermon                             Here I Am!                   Rev. Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove
           Guest Preacher

 Song                                            Justice Choir   Peter Mayer

Affirming Our Faith     Rev. Judy Zabel
          Senior Minister

An Affirmation of Faith from the Iona Community

We believe that God is present in the darkness before dawn;
in the waiting and uncertainty where fear and courage join hands,
conflict and caring link arms, and the sun rises over barbed wire.
We believe in “God-with-us” who sits down in our midst to share 
our humanity. We affirm a faith that takes us beyond the safe 
place: into action, into vulnerability and into the streets. We 
commit ourselves to work for change and put ourselves on the 
line; to bear responsibility, take risks, live powerfully and face 
humiliation; to stand with those on the edge; to choose life and 
be used by the Spirit for God’s new community of hope. Amen.

Invitation to Prayer     Rev. Frenchye Magee

Prayers of the People     Mark Squire

Holy One, your call echoes in our hearts while the cries of those 
who seek justice echo in our ears. In this time when so many 
long for new signs of beloved community, receive our prayers, 
shape our intentions into action, and hold all people in your 
mercy. For Love’s sake. Amen

Celebrations & Blessing     Jeff Smith

God grant you many years

Life Together     Rev. Judy Zabel

In Our Prayers This Week

Deaths
Bill Pilgram, d. 12/22/20

In Recovery
David Focht
Donna Long
Lori Sturdevant

Care Center
Evelyn Welsh
Janet Sundell Rhodes

Recovering at Home
Ingrid Bloom

Prayer Requests
John Anderson
Shirley Johnson 
Anna Nygren
Carolyn Radke
Danielle Anderson
The Nsude Family
Mike Chatt
Carol Edblom 
James Hlavka 
Ruth Laube
Don & Janice Selger
Judy Strandmark
Carrie David
Lorelei Larson

Prayers of Thanksgiving & Wonder 
From You, Our Community

We give thanks for, and celebrate 
with John & Susan Dunlop, who 
marked their 55th wedding 
anniversary on 12/27/2020. 
Congratulations!

Prayers for Our Congregational 
Life & Work

That the vision of being an anti-
racist congregation would take 
hold in all our ministries and 
transform us, making us truly 
open to all people.



Song    City of God Steven Hobert

The Lord of all kindness 
has called us to be

a light for all people
to set their hearts free.

O city of gladness,
now lift up your voice.

Proclaim the good tidings
that all may rejoice!

Let us build the city of God.
May our tears be turned into dancing!

For the Lord,
our light and our love,

has turned the night into day!

Let us build the city of God.
May our tears be turned into dancing!

For the Lord,
our light and our love,

has turned the night into day!

Closing Blessing     Rev. Frenchye Magee

Ahh-men, Ahh-women, Ahh-children,
     Ahh-animals, Ahh-creation, Awe!!!

Postlude First Explorations Steven Hobert

Prayers for Our World 
 In a Time of Pandemic
We offer our prayers for the world 

in a global pandemic, with 
gratitude for all organizations 
and agencies that have 
contributed to the production 
of the vaccines that offer hope. 
We give thanks for those who are 
still working tirelessly to find a 
cure and pray that the resources 
for wholeness and healing might 
reach the entire world, especially 
those places where care and 
medicine have been insufficient 
to the need. 

Prayers for Our World 
 In a Time of Pandemic 
May all those who provide comfort 

and care to patients in hospitals, 
nursing homes, and assisted 
living facilities receive new 
reservoirs of courage, wisdom, 
and strength. May those who 
experience economic instability 
receive the aid and support they 
need to endure this season, and 
may our leaders be guided by 
the desire to serve the common 
good. May the spirit of the Prince 
of Peace guide our hearts.

Prayers for Racial Reconciliation 
& Healing

In a desire for racial reconciliation 
and justice for all people, we 
affirm the dignity, beauty, and 
worth of every human being. 
We pray for open minds to 
understand that all your people 
are in the same human family. 
Give us strength to repent of 
racist attitudes, behaviors, 
and speech which demean 
others. May we hear the voices 
of those wounded by racial 
discrimination, and their 
passionate appeals for change. 
Strengthen our resolve to make 
amends for past injustices and to 
right the wrongs of history.



Clergy
Frenchye Magee, Associate Pastor
Judy Zabel, Senior Pastor
Jim McChesney, Pastoral Care/Visitation
Gloria Roach Thomas, Pastoral Care & 
Visitation 

Ministry Staff
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Our Strategic Initiatives
1. We will grow in love of God and 
neighbor by intentionally building 
a multi-racial beloved community 
inside and outside our church walls, 
working to advance racial, economic, 
and environmental justice for all.

2. We will reach and welcome new 
people by expanding the ways in 
which we communicate what God 
is doing through the ministries of 
Hennepin.

3. We will heal a broken world by 
working to undo the harm that 
church and society have caused in 
exclusion and discrimination through 
systemic forms of oppression against 
all marginalized people including the 
LGBTQ community.

Worship Leaders today: 
Rev. Frenchye Magee, Steven Hobert (piano, kora, clarinet, banjo, vocals)

Guest Preacher:  
Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove

Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove is a writer, speaker, and moral activist who weaves his 
personal journey of transformation with the compelling stories of ordinary people who 

leaned into the public square with fresh imagination to love in uncommon ways and 
create transformation in their communities. He has been called “a scribe for the moral 

movement in America.” His most recent book, Revolution of Values, returns to the heart 
of the Christian message—to follow Jesus, love our neighbor, bless those who persecute 
us, and pursue justice on behalf of “the least of these.” He serves on the national steering 

committee of the Poor People’s Campaign and directs The School for Conversion, an 
education center committed to “making surprising friendships possible.”

Guest Vocalist:  
Peter Mayer

Minnesota’s Peter Mayer has been singing and songwriting full-time for over 20 years, 
performing in venues across the United States and beyond. He writes songs for a small 
planet--songs that celebrate life on earth and the mysterious and wondrous fact of our 
existence--songs about the vast cosmos that surrounds us and how we are a part of it 
all. He also writes songs about dress hats, pumpkins and pajamas, and even love and 

freight trains just like a good folk musician should. His work has been included in song 
books, church hymnals, and folk radio playlists across the country. Peter has eleven 

albums to his credit, and has sold over 100,000 of them. He lives in Stillwater,  
Minnesota with his wife and two daughters.

Copyright & Source Information
“Stars Were Calling Out Your Name,” Music: Steven Hobert, ©2016 FireFlyForest Music Publishing. Used by 
permission.

“First Explorations,” Music: Steven Hobert, ©2017 FireFlyForest Music Publishing. Used by permission.

“This Day God Gives Me,” Words: ascribed to St. Patrick; James Quinn SJ, ©1969 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.; 
Music: tune named BUNESSAN, 5 5 5 4 D; Gaelic; acc. by Marty Haugen ©1987 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by 
permission.

“City of God,” Words and music: Dan Schutte, ©1981 Daniel L. Schutte and New Dawn Music. Used by 
permission.

“Justice Choir,” Music and Words by Peter Mayer, ©2018 Peter Mayer. Used by permission.

Footage: Work of the People, Music: This Time Coming Soon, Brick Yards © 2020. Used by permission

“Our Darkness,” Words: Taizé Community; Music: Jaques Berthier,  © 1991 GIA Publications, agent. Used by 
permission.

“Within Our Darkest Night,” Words: Taizé Community; Music: Jaques Berthier,  © 1991 GIA Publications, 
agent. Used by permission.

“Martin Luther King Jr.” by Gwendolyn Brooks, Poetry of Black America: Anthology of the 20th Century, 
copyright 1973, ed A. Adoff. Harper Collins Publishers.


