
8:30am   
Sacred Journey

 
February 21, 2021         When a Rainbow Becomes Our North Star

Prelude Sempre Feliz (Always Happy) 
Daryl Boudreaux, John Croarkin and Steven Hobert, Interim Music Director

Welcome & Centering  Rev. Judy Zabel 
        Senior Minister

Gathering Song Tree of Life Janet Polach, Ben Polach

Poem  “Nikki-Rosa”    Noelle Douglas
      by Nikki Giovanni

Song  Happy Child  
Daryl Boudreaux, John Croarkin, Lindsay Potter and Steven Hobert

Close Encounters  Leaving Ourselves at the Altar

Light of life beyond conceiving,
Mighty Spirit of our Lord;

Give new strength to our believing,
Give us faith to live your word.
Give us faith to live your word.

Tree of Life and awesome mystery,
In your death we are reborn,

Though you die in all of history,
Still you rise with every morn,
Still you rise with every morn.

Happy child feelin’ proud
floats along with endless clouds.

Happy child feelin’ proud
floats along with endless clouds.

runnin’, playin’, singin’, jumpin’, 
dancin’, laughin’,

runnin’, playin’, singin’, jumpin’, 
dancin’, laughin’ . . .

Though the world is spinnin’ fast
curious child sits in the grass.

Crumblin’ buildings
or simple home,

junkyard palace or igloo dome.

runnin’, playin’, singin’, jumpin’, 
dancin’, laughin’ . . .

in the tree top,
in the street,

led by dreaming,
these skipping feet.

Playground at every bye and bye,
playground at every bye and bye,

Playground at every bye and bye,
playground at every bye and bye,

Happy child feelin’ proud
floats along with endless clouds.



Gathering Prayer  Hannah Brandon

God of covenant and cosmos, you have woven an intricate tapestry 
called life and called it good. Yet, creation groans today, waiting 
for humanity to reject consumption that harms the planet, and 
embrace care that heals. So, give us wisdom to appreciate what 
we did not create; open our hearts to feel the intimate relationship 
that you have with all creation, and guide us with your Spirit that 
we might not be only pilgrims on the earth, but pilgrims with the 
earth, journeying home to your heart. Amen

Musical Lenten Blessing Tree of Life Janet Polach, Ben Polach

God of all our fear and sorrow,
God who lives beyond our death;

Hold us close through each tomorrow,
Love as near as every breath.
Love as near as every breath.

The Scripture                      Genesis 9:8-17(The Message)
                                         Kathleen Chesney

Then God spoke to Noah and his sons: “I’m setting up my covenant with 
you including your children who will come after you, along with everything 
alive around you—birds, farm animals, wild animals—that came out of the 
ship with you. I’m setting up my covenant with you that never again will 
everything living be destroyed by floodwaters; no, never again will a flood 
destroy the Earth.”

God continued, “This is the sign of the covenant I am making between me 
and you and everything living around you and everyone living after you. I’m 
putting my rainbow in the clouds, a sign of the covenant between me and 
the Earth. From now on, when I form a cloud over the Earth and the rainbow 
appears in the cloud, I’ll remember my covenant between me and you and 
everything living, that never again will floodwaters destroy all life. When the 
rainbow appears in the cloud, I’ll see it and remember the eternal covenant 
between God and everything living, every last living creature on Earth.”
And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I’ve set up between me 
and everything living on the Earth.”

     The Word of God for the people of God.       
     Thanks be to God. 
                                                               

 Feb 21 Close Encounters
  When a Rainbow Becomes  
  Our North Star
  Genesis 9:8-17

 Feb 28 Close Encounters
  An Everlasting Covenant 
  Genesis 17:1-7, 15-17

 Mar 7 Close Encounters
  I Am and So Are You  
  Exodus 19:1-6, 20:1-17

 Mar 14 Close Encounters
   God So Loved
  John 3:16-21

 Mar 21 Close Encounters
   The Law Within
  Jeremiah 31:31-34

 Mar 28 Palm Sunday
  Close Encounters
   Kingdom Dreams
  Mark 11:1-11

 Apr 1 Maundy Thursday
  Close Encounters
   Do You Know 
  What I have Done?
  John 13:1a, 3-5a

 Apr 2 Good Friday
  Close Encounters
   In Sorrow’s Kitchen
  John 13:1a, 3-5a

 Apr 3 Easter
  Witness This!   
  Roll Back the Stone  
  Mark 16:1-8

 Apr 11 Witness This!   
  Stranger Things  
  John 20:19-31

 Apr 18 Witness This!   
  You are Witnesses  
  Luke 24:36b-48

 Apr 25 Witness This!   

UNITED
METHODIST
CHURCH

Sermon Series beginning January 10

Together, we’ll hear the call
to love in God’s name & work for the common good



Song  God Put a Rainbow in the Clouds  Steven Hobert

When God shut Noah in the grand old ark
God put a rainbow in the cloud

When thunders rolled and the sky was dark
God put a rainbow in the cloud.

God put a rainbow in the cloud
God put a rainbow in the cloud
God put a rainbow in the cloud
God put a rainbow in the cloud 

When it looked like the sun wouldn’t shine anymore
God put a rainbow in the sky.

Away down yonder in Egypt’s sand
God put a rainbow in the cloud

Just to lead His children to the promised land
God put a rainbow in the cloud.

God put a rainbow in the cloud
God put a rainbow in the cloud
God put a rainbow in the cloud
God put a rainbow in the cloud 

When it looked like the sun wouldn’t shine anymore
God put a rainbow in the cloud.

As a sign by day and a sign by night
God put a rainbow in the cloud

Just to guide His people and keep them right
God put a rainbow in the cloud.
Oh, Jordan deep and Jordan wide
God put a rainbow in the cloud

To lead his people to the other side
God put a rainbow in the cloud.

God put a rainbow in the cloud
God put a rainbow in the cloud
God put a rainbow in the cloud
God put a rainbow in the cloud 

When it looked like the sun wouldn’t shine anymore
God put a rainbow in the cloud.

When it looked like the sun wouldn’t shine anymore
God put a rainbow in the sky.

Sermon       When a Rainbow  Becomes Our North Star  Rev. Dan Johnson 
District Superintendent, Twin Cities District, Minnesota Conf. UMC

        
Sharing the Peace     Rev. Judy Zabel

In Our Prayers This Week

Deaths
Mary Lou Hoffer, d. 1/20/21

Condolences
For Stacey Grimes, whose Dad 

passed away peacefully on Feb. 
1st at 93 years of age.

In Recovery
Megan Hanson
Janet Sundell Rhodes
Stan Nyquist
Lori Sturdevant
David Focht

Care Center
Evelyn Welsh

Recovering at Home
Stephen Mahle
Donna Long

Prayer Requests
John Anderson
Shirley Johnson 
Anna Nygren
Carolyn Radke
Danielle Anderson
The Nsude Family
Mike Chatt
Carol Edblom 
James Hlavka 
Ruth Laube
Don & Janice Selger
Judy Strandmark
Carrie David
Lorelei Larson

Prayers for Our Congregational 
Life & Work

That the vision of being an anti-
racist congregation would take 
hold in all our ministries and 
transform us, making us truly 
open to all people.



Song                     The Beginning  
Daryl Boudreaux, John Croarkin and Steven Hobert, Interim Music Director

Prayers of the People  Hannah Brandon

God of the Journey, we come to you as we are: with a history 
of rights and wrongs, a past of shaky discipleship; the mixture 
of what we know life to be. We would cling to the comfortable 
and hold on to the past; however painful, it is our security. You 
call us to move, to grow, to reflect and change, to encounter the 
intimate presence that is the reality of your love. So we lay down 
what we no longer need, in order to have you and you alone. As 
we walk, be our way. As we learn, be our truth. As we grow, be our 
life. Amen

Celebrations & Blessing
   Daryl Boudreaux, John Croarkin, Alyssa Schwitzer and Steven Hobert

God grant you many years

Life Together     Rev. Judy Zabel

Song                Help Us Trace Your Rainbow  Steven Hobert

Closing Blessing     Rev. Judy Zabel

Ahh-men, Ahh-women, Ahh-children,
     Ahh-animals, Ahh-creation, Awe!!!

Postlude Traveling With the Clouds
Daryl Boudreaux, John Croarkin and Steven Hobert, Interim Music Director

Worship Leaders today: 
Rev. Judy Zabel, Rev. Dan Johnson, Hannah Brandon, Kathleen Chesney, 

Noelle Douglas, Steven Hobert, Interim Music Director, Daryl Boudreaux (percussion), 
John Croarkin (flute, bass flute), Lindsay Potter (vocals), Janet & Ben Polach (vocals), 

Alyssa Schwitzer (vocals) 

Help us trace your rainbow colors
through these days of 

change and choice,
holding firmly to your promise:
all the world can praise, rejoice.

In a world of contradictions
let your justice change our ways;

then with mercy
fire compassion,

let no bias mar our praise.

Let us nurture fresh expressions,
different ways of being church,

sharing love and understanding,
joining people in their search.

Let us go with common purpose,
though distinctive from our birth;

welcome all to share our vision,
go as one to all the earth.

Prayers for Our World 
 In a Time of Pandemic
We offer our prayers for the world 

in a global pandemic, with 
gratitude for all organizations 
and agencies that have 
contributed to the production 
of the vaccines that offer hope. 
We give thanks for those who 
are still working tirelessly to 
find a cure and pray that the 
resources for wholeness and 
healing might reach the entire 
world, especially those places 
where care and medicine have 
been insufficient to the need. 
May all those who provide 
comfort and care to patients 
in hospitals, nursing homes, 
and assisted living facilities 
receive new reservoirs of 
courage, wisdom, and strength. 
May those who experience 
economic instability receive the 
aid and support they need to 
endure this season, and may 
our leaders be guided by the 
desire to serve the common 
good. May the spirit of the 
Prince of Peace guide our 
hearts.

Prayers for Racial Reconciliation 
& Healing

In a desire for racial reconciliation 
and justice for all people, we 
affirm the dignity, beauty, and 
worth of every human being. 
We pray for open minds to 
understand that all your people 
are in the same human family. 
Give us strength to repent of 
racist attitudes, behaviors, 
and speech which demean 
others. May we hear the voices 
of those wounded by racial 
discrimination, and their 
passionate appeals for change. 

Prayers for Our Church
That the United Methodist Church 

would witness faithfully to the 
grace of Christ in every local 
setting; that doctrinal and 
theological differences would 
be set aside in order to serve all 
God’s people with empathy and 
compassion.



Clergy
Frenchye Magee, Associate Pastor
Judy Zabel, Senior Pastor
Jim McChesney, Pastoral Care/Visitation
Gloria Roach Thomas, Pastoral Care & 
Visitation 

Ministry Staff
Rick Belbutoski, Director of Youth & 
Young Adult Ministries
Lynne Carroll, Director of Children & 
Family Ministries
Donald Livingston, Principal Organist
Michelle Gehrz, Assistant Organist
Mary Martin, Director of Dignity Center & 
Outreach Ministries
Mark Squire, Director of Music & Fine Arts

Twin Cities District
Superintendent
Dan Johnson

Minnesota Area Bishop
Bishop David Bard,
Interim Bishop of the Minnesota  
Annual Conference

Hennepin Avenue United Methodist Church
511 Groveland Avenue
Minneapolis, MN  55403
www.haumc.org
612-871-5303

Our Strategic Initiatives
1. We will grow in love of God and 
neighbor by intentionally building 
a multi-racial beloved community 
inside and outside our church walls, 
working to advance racial, economic, 
and environmental justice for all.

2. We will reach and welcome new 
people by expanding the ways in 
which we communicate what God 
is doing through the ministries of 
Hennepin.

3. We will heal a broken world by 
working to undo the harm that 
church and society have caused in 
exclusion and discrimination through 
systemic forms of oppression against 
all marginalized people including the 
LGBTQ community.

About the Altar Images: Ann Gerondelis 

The Lenten altar images used in Sacred 
Journey this year are the work of artist 
and author Ann Gerondelis. Ann is the 
founder of SKETCH PRAYERS studio 
(sketchprayers.com) in Atlanta and 
Philadelphia. She is also a Friend of the 
Iona community. Her work explores 
questions of prayer language, and 
the role of the visual image relative to 
holy imagination. Her vibrant sketches 
result from a process of mark-making 
in dialogue with prayer and meditation.  These visual prayers draw on Ann’s sketching 
processes as an architect and design educator. In the context of design, the sketch 
exists as an unfinished drawing or painting that is often made to assist in making a 
more finished picture or design.  The rich artifacts that result from Ann’s process open a 
window into a fuller picture of God’s holy imagination for us all. 

You are invited to view these images as invitations to a close encounter with God.

Guest instrumentalist: John Croarkin

John is an eclectic musician who plays in numerous musical settings, and is a continuing 
student of Brazilian jazz. He plays a variety of instruments including bass flute, concert 
flute, piccolo, pifano, all the saxes, and harmonica. He studied Saxophone with Roscoe 
Mitchell of the Art Ensemble of Chicago, and as well as Jazz Improvisation with bassist, 
Richard Davis. His flute teachers have been Lou Danfelt, Norwegian concert artist Gro 
Sandvik, and cutting edge flutist, Robert Dick. Currently John studies Brazilian Jazz with 
master musician and composer, Jovino Santos Neto, and annually attends California 
Brazil Camp.

He frequently works with the band’s Big Mouth & The Power Tool Horns, Sour Owl,  
Xibaba, Nova Contemporary Jazz Orchestra, Ziji, The Blues Eyes Band, & leads the 
Backyard Rocket project.
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