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Sacred Journey

 
February 28, 2021  Close Encounters of the Laughable Kind

Prelude He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands Steven Hobert 
       Interim Music Director

Welcome & Centering  Rev. Judy Zabel 
        Senior Minister

Gathering Song Tree of Life Janet Polach, Ben Polach

Poem  On the Necessity of Snow Angels for    Kimm Schnieder  
       the Well-Being of the World
      by Grace Butcher

Song  There are Angels Hovering ‘Round Steven Hobert 

There are angels hovering ‘round.
To sing in harmony

Let all who heareth come.
To carry the tidings home

There are angels hovering ‘round.

Blessing the Space Between Us                    Brother David Steindl-Rast

Gathering Prayer  Ije Omeoga

Creating God, we feel so small in the story of the world and yet 
our actions have such big consequences. Hear our prayers today 
for a future that we will not see, and for all those born when this 
century is only a memory. Help us to live now with loving care 
for our creation companions, so that when the children of our 
children’s grandchildren touch the earth, they may find it still 
green…still growing…still good. Then, may they give thanks 
for the time when we chose to change our hearts, change our 
actions, and save our planet. Amen.

From the dawning of creation,
You have loved us as your own;

Stay with us through all temptation,
Make us turn to you alone.
Make us turn to you alone.

Tree of Life and awesome mystery,
In your death we are reborn,

Though you die in all of history,
Still you rise with every morn,
Still you rise with every morn.



Musical Lenten Blessing Tree of Life Janet Polach, Ben Polach

God of all our fear and sorrow,
God who lives beyond our death;

Hold us close through each tomorrow,
Love as near as every breath.
Love as near as every breath.

The Scripture         Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 (The Message)
                                           Michael Sampica
     Lector

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, God showed up and said to him, 
“I am The Strong God, live entirely before me, live to the hilt! I’ll make a 
covenant between us and I’ll give you a huge family.”

Overwhelmed, Abram fell flat on his face.

Then God said to him, “This is my covenant with you: You’ll be the father 
of many nations. Your name will no longer be Abram, but Abraham, 
meaning that ‘I’m making you the father of many nations.’ I’ll make you a 
father of fathers—I’ll make nations from you, kings will issue from you. I’m 
establishing my covenant between me and you, a covenant that includes 
your descendants, a covenant that goes on and on and on, a covenant that 
commits me to be your God and the God of your descendants. And I’m 
giving you and your descendants this land where you’re now just camping, 
this whole country of Canaan, to own forever. And I’ll be their God.”

God continued speaking to Abraham, “And Sarai your wife: Don’t call her 
Sarai any longer; call her Sarah. I’ll bless her—yes! I’ll give you a son by her! 
Oh, how I’ll bless her! Nations will come from her; kings of nations will come 
from her.

     The Word of God for the people of God.       
     Thanks be to God. 
                                                               
Song  Hold Us in Your Mercy  Lindsay Potter &
        Steven Hobert

Hold us in your mercy (repeat)

Born as one of homeless pilgrims,
Hold us in your mercy

Innocent you faced the guilty,
Hold us in your mercy

You who bid the storm be silent,
Hold us in your mercy,

Break the power of the darkness,
Hold us in your mercy.

Hold us in your mercy (repeat)

 Feb 21 Close Encounters
  When a Rainbow Becomes  
  Our North Star
  Genesis 9:8-17

 Feb 28 Close Encounters
  Close Encounters of the   
  Laughable Kind  
  Genesis 17:1-7, 15-17

 Mar 7 Close Encounters
  I Am and So Are You  
  Exodus 19:1-6, 20:1-17

 Mar 14 Close Encounters
   God So Loved
  John 3:16-21
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Sermon Series beginning January 10

Together, we’ll hear the call
to love in God’s name & work for the common good

In Our Prayers This Week

Deaths
Mary Lou Hoffe, d. 01/20/2021
Ruth Laube, d. 01/28/2021
Stan Nyquist, d. 02/1/2021
Connie Strodthoff, d. 02/9/2021

Condolences
Michael Devaughn’s Mother died
Sandra Parrott’s father, 
 Irving Davis, died (age 87)

In Recovery
Megan Hanson
Lori Sturdevant
David Focht

Care Center
Evelyn Welsh

Recovering at Home
Donna Long

Prayer Requests
Ada Rivers’ family
John Anderson
Shirley Johnson 
Anna Nygren
Carolyn Radke
Danielle Anderson



Free us from addictions prison,
Hold us in your mercy,

Come and break the chains that bind us,
Hold us in your mercy,

Maker’s love poured out from heaven,
Hold us in your mercy,

Help our souls begin to leaven,
Hold us in your mercy.

Hold us in your mercy (repeat)

Sermon Close Encounters of the  Bishop David Bard
 Laughable Kind Interim Bishop for the 
  Minnesota Conference
        
Sharing the Peace     Rick Belbutoski
                                                                             Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries

Music during Silent Prayer Debussy Prélude 6,          Mary Louise Knutson &
      des pas sur la neige Steven Hobert
      (Footprints in the Snow)

Prayers of the People  Ije Omeoga

Artist of souls, you sculpted a people for yourself out of the 
rocks of wilderness, breathed life into flat frames, and invited 
all humanity to a relationship of love and call. Through small 
sacrifices, help us answer your invitation to prayer and simplicity. 
Use the discipline of these forty days to hone our hunger for 
holiness and feed our desire for friendship with you. Spirit, stir 
within us and draw us to the heart of God. Amen.

Celebrations & Blessing

God grant you many years

Life Together     Rev. Judy Zabel

Song                Eyes on the Prize  Traiveon Dunlap,  
          Daryl Boudreaux,  
          Chris Rochester,  
          Yohannes Tona,  
          Steven Hobert

Closing Blessing     Rev. Judy Zabel

Ahh-men, Ahh-women, Ahh-children,
     Ahh-animals, Ahh-creation, Awe!!!

Postlude Sun on the Snow Steven Hobert

Prayer Requests
The Nsude Family
Mike Chatt
Carol Edblom 
James Hlavka 
Don & Janice Selger
Judy Strandmark
Carrie David
Lorelei Larson

Prayers for Our Congregational 
Life & Work

That the vision of being an anti-
racist congregation would take 
hold in all our ministries and 
transform us, making us truly 
open to all people.

Prayers for Our World 
 In a Time of Pandemic
We offer our prayers for the world 

in a global pandemic, with 
gratitude for all organizations 
and agencies that have 
contributed to the production 
of the vaccines that offer hope. 
We give thanks for those who 
are still working tirelessly to 
find a cure and pray that the 
resources for wholeness and 
healing might reach the entire 
world, especially those places 
where care and medicine have 
been insufficient to the need. 
May all those who provide 
comfort and care to patients 
in hospitals, nursing homes, 
and assisted living facilities 
receive new reservoirs of 
courage, wisdom, and strength. 
May those who experience 
economic instability receive the 
aid and support they need to 
endure this season, and may 
our leaders be guided by the 
desire to serve the common 
good. May the spirit of the 
Prince of Peace guide our 
hearts.



Worship Leaders today: 
Rev. Judy Zabel, Steven Hobert (interim music director),  

Daryl Boudreaux (percussion), Traiveon Dunlap (vocals), Mary Louise Knutson (piano), 
Ben Polach (vocals), Janet Polach (vocals), Lindsay Potter (vocals),  

Yohannes Tona (bass), Chris Rochester (sax)
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Clergy
Frenchye Magee, Associate Pastor
Judy Zabel, Senior Pastor
Jim McChesney, Pastoral Care/Visitation
Gloria Roach Thomas, Pastoral Care & 
Visitation 

Ministry Staff
Rick Belbutoski, Director of Youth & 
Young Adult Ministries
Lynne Carroll, Director of Children & 
Family Ministries
Donald Livingston, Principal Organist
Michelle Gehrz, Assistant Organist
Mary Martin, Director of Dignity Center & 
Outreach Ministries
Mark Squire, Director of Music & Fine Arts

Twin Cities District
Superintendent
Dan Johnson

Minnesota Area Bishop
Bishop David Bard,
Interim Bishop of the Minnesota  
Annual Conference

Hennepin Avenue United Methodist Church
511 Groveland Avenue
Minneapolis, MN  55403
www.haumc.org
612-871-5303

Our Strategic Initiatives
1. We will grow in love of God and 
neighbor by intentionally building 
a multi-racial beloved community 
inside and outside our church walls, 
working to advance racial, economic, 
and environmental justice for all.

2. We will reach and welcome new 
people by expanding the ways in 
which we communicate what God 
is doing through the ministries of 
Hennepin.

3. We will heal a broken world by 
working to undo the harm that 
church and society have caused in 
exclusion and discrimination through 
systemic forms of oppression against 
all marginalized people including the 
LGBTQ community.


