
8:30am   
Sacred Journey

 
April 4, 2021   Roll Back the Stone

Prelude         Frost Melting to the Sun Daryl Boudreaux,
       Jim Kellerman & John Penny

Welcome & Centering  Rev. Frenchye Magee 
       Associate Pastor

Gathering Song Morning Has Broken Daryl Boudreaux,
       Jim Kellerman, John Penny,
       Lindsay Potter &
       Steven Hobert
        Interim Music Director

Morning has broken like the first morning
Blackbird has spoken like the first bird

Praise for the singing, praise for the morning
Praise for them springing fresh from the world

Sweet the rains new fall, sunlit from Heaven
Like the first dewfall on the first grass

Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden
Sprung in completeness where His feet pass

Mine is the sunlight, mine is the morning
Born of the onelight, Eden saw play

Praise with elation, praise every morning
God’s recreation of the new day

Poem  i thank You God for most this amazing Dennis Behl 
      by E.E. Cummings



Song  Ancient Tree Falls  Steven Hobert

Sacred Tree grew – breathing life into our veins
tender, guiding shape & shade

when the wind blew, the branches hummed a lilting song
spreading a calm o’er youthful shrub & seed

they sprout from the seeds – nurtured by the elders’ arms
cradled secure through lightning, hail & wind

but many leaves fall before they have the chance they need
to reveal the depth of sea inside

young ones cry – despairing what’s been lost 
longing for something true & beautiful

they mourn their mother whom they’ve barely known
they’ll roll back the stone before the tomb seals

Ancient Tree falls upon the tilled & toiled land
bare, depleted, left to wash away

waters are strangled, bearing weight of toxic times
reflecting endless, reckless ways of greed

young ones cry – mourning what’s been lost
longing for something true & beautiful

search for Mother – whom they’ve barely known
they’ll roll back the stone before the tomb seals

Be still 
it’s in their hands  

let young unfold their vision  
give them the space to bear  

beautiful fruit to share 
heal the hardened earth, soften the soil – new birth

let the Wild return 
with roots stronger – deep into the ground

Blessing the Space Between Us    

Gathering Prayer  Rev. Judy Zabel
        Senior Minister

God of the bright new day, we praise you!
God of banished darkness, we praise you!
God of all hope and joy, we praise you!
For empty tombs; for stones rolled away; for women running 
with good news:
For your presence, alive, among us, resurrected;
For the light of the first Easter that shines today,
For each atom of creation, radiant with your love,
and your victory over all the powers that would defeat us,
we say “Alleluia, Christ is risen!” Amen

 Mar 28 Palm Sunday
  Close Encounters
  Kingdom Dreams
  Mark 11:1-11

 Apr 1 Maundy Thursday
  7pm Zoom service

 Apr 2 Good Friday
  Noon and 7pm services
  
 Apr 4 Easter
  Witness This!   
  Roll Back the Stone  
  Mark 16:1-8

 Apr 11 Witness This!   
  Stranger Things  
  John 20:19-31

 Apr 18 Witness This!   
  You are Witnesses  
  Luke 24:36b-48

 Apr 25 Witness This!   
  I Have Power   
  John 10:11-18

 May 2 Witness This!   
  Believe It!  
  John 21:1-14

 May 9 Witness This!   
   A Greater Love
  John 15:9-17

 May 16 Witness This!   
   Another Lord’s Prayer
  John 17:6-19
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Sermon Series beginning January 10

Together, we’ll hear the call
to love in God’s name & work for the common good



The Scripture   Mark 16:1-8 (The Message)
     Cheryl Gibbons

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, 
and Salome bought spices so they could embalm him. Very early on 
Sunday morning, as the sun rose, they went to the tomb. They worried out 
loud to each other, “Who will roll back the stone from the tomb for us?”

Then they looked up, saw that it had been rolled back—it was a huge 
stone—and walked right in. They saw a young man sitting on the right 
side, dressed all in white. They were completely taken aback, astonished.

He said, “Don’t be afraid. I know you’re looking for Jesus the Nazarene, the 
One they nailed on the cross. He’s been raised up; he’s here no longer. You 
can see for yourselves that the place is empty. Now—on your way. Tell his 
disciples and Peter that he is going on ahead of you to Galilee. You’ll see 
him there, exactly as he said.”

They got out as fast as they could, beside themselves, their heads 
swimming. Stunned, they said nothing to anyone.

Song  Something Will Grow From This  Leslie Ball  

her heart in her throat 
the morning draws near

forsaken, feet aching 
she follows her fear

the pathway so dark
her legs feel aflame

hands shaking, voice breaking
she whispers his name

she cannot know 
what she’s about to see

but she will choose 
choose to believe

something will grow from this
something will grow

a knee on his neck
as the end draws near

forsaken, heartbreaking
he cries out in fear

our hearts in our throats
our city aflame

gut wrenching fists clenching
we shout out his name

In Our Prayers This Week

Births
Riley Potter-Hobert, b. 02/24/21

Baptisms
Chase & Arwin Nowak 
 bap. 3/13/2021

New Members
Rachael Acevedo-Hoffmann
Sandi Gordon
Krista Grosland
Zach Hoffmann
Justin Long
Ryan Machtme

Deaths
Charles Gene Hutchinson 

(Chuck), d. 02/24/2021
Shirley Johnson, d. 03/02/2021
Jeffery Graham, d. 03/14/2021

Condolences
Ada Rivers (death of children, 

James & Mary)

In Hospice
Dorothy Woodard

In Hospital
Karen Andrew

In Recovery
Karen Peterson
Megan Hanson
Lori Sturdevant

Care Center
Evelyn Welsh

Recovering at Home
Andrew Hackett (former HAUMC 

organist)
Donna Long

Prayer Requests
John Anderson
Anna Nygren
Carolyn Radke
Danielle Anderson
The Nsude Family
Mike Chatt
Carol Edblom 
James Hlavka 
Don & Janice Selger
Judy Strandmark
Carrie David
Lorelei Larson



we cannot know 
what we have yet to see

but we can choose
choose to believe

something will grow from this
something will grow 

if we let go of our foolish pride
we can roll every stone aside

we can be so much more
the answer we’re looking for

you may not know 
what you have yet to see

but you can choose 
choose to believe

something will grow from this 
may it be all of us

something will grow from this
something will grow
something will grow
something will grow

will grow

Sermon Roll Back the Stone Rev. Frenchye Magee

Affirming Our Faith

We believe in a bright and amazing God 
who has been to the depths of despair on our behalf.
Who has risen in splendor and majesty.
Who decorates the universe with sparkling water, clear white 
light, twinkling stars and sharp colors, over and over and over 
again

We believe that Jesus is the light of the world:
That God believes in us, and trusts us,
Even though we make mistakes

We commit ourselves to the way of Jesus,
To one another as brothers and sisters, siblings,
And to the Maker’s business in the world.
For God said, Roll away the stone: Let there be light.
Amen.

Prayers of Thanksgiving & 
Wonder from You, Our 
Community 

For our new members: Rachael 
Acevedo-Hoffmann, Sandi 
Gordon, Krista Grosland, Zach 
Hoffmann, Justin Long & Ryan 
Machtme

For the hope and joy of Easter, 
and the possibility of 
vaccination for all adults

Prayers for Our Congregational 
Life & Work

That the vision of being an 
anti-racist congregation 
would be life-giving and 
transformational; that our 
witness to the work and love 
of Christ in the world would be 
authentically inclusive.

For the Young Adult Team and 
Ministry

Prayers for Our Nation
For the cities of Atlanta, GA 

and Boulder, CO as the 
communities heal from the 
trauma of mass shootings.

For an end to the random 
violence against the Asian-
American community.

For our own Twin Cities as we 
walk together through the 
journey of seeking justice 
for George Floyd; for our 
municipal and state leaders; for 
all who are working together 
to understand and heal from 
the painful history of police 
brutality.

Prayers for Our World 
 In a Time of Pandemic
For our world in pandemic, 
 we offer thanks for healthcare 

workers and those who support 
them; their comfort and care is 
the face of love for their COVID 
patients. May they be blessed 
with strength, courage, and 
rest. We give thanks for all 
those whose knowledge and 
energy has given the world 
hope through the vaccine. 



Invitation to Prayer

Music During Silent Prayer Deurdagte  Daryl Boudreaux,
       Jim Kellerman & John Penny

Sharing the Peace  Rev. Judy Zabel

Prayers of the People   

Into the light of Easter morning, we raise those who are 
struggling with illness, despair, or conflict. Into the light of 
Easter morning, we bring those places in our world where war, 
violence, poverty and need are the experiences of everyday life. 
Into the light of Easter morning, we hold in our hearts those 
suffering violence, bereavement or injustice. And into the light 
of Easter morning we bring ourselves: the private struggles, our 
heart’s yearnings and hidden dreams. May the rising light of 
Christ’s love heal and transform all lives. Amen

Celebrations & Blessing     Rev. Frenchye Magee

God grant you many years

Life Together   Rev. Judy Zabel

Song  Oh Happy Day Steven Hobert

Oh happy day,
oh happy day,

when Jesus washed,
when Jesus washed,
when Jesus washed,

He washed my sins away.

Oh happy day,
oh happy day,

when Jesus washed,
when Jesus washed,
when Jesus washed,

He washed my sins away.

He taught me how to watch, fight, fight and pray,
And live rejoicing everyday.

Oh happy day (oh happy day)
Oh happy day (oh happy day)

When Jesus washed (when Jesus washed)
When Jesus washed (when Jesus washed)
When Jesus washed (when Jesus washed)
He washed my sins away (oh happy day)

Prayers for Our World 
 In a Time of Pandemic
May they be guided to effective 

scientific discovery that 
benefits humanity.

We give thanks for the community 
of leaders in government and 
civic organizations tasked to 
serve the common good. May 
peace and wisdom guide their 
decisions so that economic 
stability would be restored.

In mercy, we mourn the souls lost 
to COVID, each known, loved, 
and received in God’s precious 
care. May their families find 
hope in the gift of eternal life 
and presence in the Spirit.

Prayers for Racial Reconciliation 
& Healing

In a desire for racial reconciliation 
and justice for all people, we 
affirm the dignity, beauty, and 
worth of every human being. 
We pray for open minds to 
understand that all your people 
are in the same human family. 
Give us strength to repent of 
racist attitudes, behaviors, 
and speech which demean 
others. May we hear the voices 
of those wounded by racial 
discrimination, and their 
passionate appeals for change. 
Strengthen our resolve to make 
amends for past injustices and 
to right the wrongs of history

Prayers for Our Church
That the Spirit of the resurrected 

Christ would fill us with hope 
and guide the church to 
joyful life in each season. May 
God cultivate responsibility, 
patience, and courage as we 
journey toward new structural 
expressions and connections; 
may we be faithful to roll away 
the stones and witness to the 
presence of God’s love for all 
creation. 



He taught me how to watch,
fight and pray, fight and pray,

And live rejoicing everyday.

Oh happy day,
oh happy day,

when Jesus washed,
when Jesus washed,
when Jesus washed,

He washed my sins away,
He washed my sins away,

He washed our sins away ...

Closing Blessing     Rev. Frenchye Magee

Ahh-men, Ahh-women, Ahh-children,
     Ahh-animals, Ahh-creation, Awe!!!

Postlude          Hallelujah Chorus Daryl Boudreaux,
       Jim Kellerman & John Penny

Worship Leaders today: 
Rev. Frenchye Magee, Rev.Judy Zabel, Cheryl Gibbons (lector), Dennis Behl (lector), 

Leslie Ball (vocals), Steven Hobert (interim music director), Daryl Boudreaux 
(percussion), Jim Kellerman (flute), John Penny (guitar), Lindsay Potter & Riley (vocalists)

Copyright & Source Information
“Frost Melting to the Sun” Music by Steven Hobert. © 2021 FireFlyForest Music Publishing. Used by 
permission.

“Hallelujah Chorus” Music by George Frederic Handel. Public domain.

“Deurdagte” Music by John Penny. © 2016 John Penny. Used by permission.

“Morning Has Broken” Words by Eleanor Farjeon. © David Higham Assoc., Ltd. Music: BUNESSAN, 5 5 5 4 D; 
Gaelic; acc. by Marty Haugen. © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission

“Ancient Tree Falls”  Words and music by Steven Hobert. © 2019 FireFlyForest Music Publishing. Used by 
permission.

“Something Will Grow From This” Words and music by Leslie Ball. © 2021 Leslie Ball. Used by permission.

“Oh Happy Day” Music and words by Edwin R. Hawkins. ©1968 Edwin R Hawkins Music Co and Kama-Rippa-
Music Inc. Used by permission.

“O Radiant Light” © 2021 The Work of the People. Used by permission.

“King of the Day” Music by Luke Neumann. Licensed via StoryBlocks. Used by permission.

“New Millenium” Music by Patrick Smith. Licensed via StoryBlocks. Used by permission.

“i thank You God for most this amazing day” by E. E. Cummings. This poem was originally published in 
Xaipe1 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1950), reissued in 2004 by Liveright, an imprint of W.W. Norton & 
Company. Copyright expires 2045.

All rights reserved. International copyright secured. Used by permission. One Net License A-704046 and CCLI 
License 2980701.

Clergy
Frenchye Magee, Associate Pastor
Judy Zabel, Senior Pastor
Jim McChesney, Pastoral Care/Visitation
Gloria Roach Thomas, Pastoral Care & 
Visitation 

Ministry Staff
Rick Belbutoski, Director of Youth & 
Young Adult Ministries
Lynne Carroll, Director of Children & 
Family Ministries
Donald Livingston, Principal Organist
Michelle Gehrz, Assistant Organist
Mary Martin, Director of Dignity Center & 
Outreach Ministries
Mark Squire, Director of Music & Fine Arts

Twin Cities District
Superintendent
Dan Johnson

Minnesota Area Bishop
Bishop David Bard,
Interim Bishop of the Minnesota  
Annual Conference

Hennepin Avenue United Methodist Church
511 Groveland Avenue
Minneapolis, MN  55403
www.haumc.org
612-871-5303

Our Strategic Initiatives
1. We will grow in love of God and 
neighbor by intentionally building 
a multi-racial beloved community 
inside and outside our church walls, 
working to advance racial, economic, 
and environmental justice for all.

2. We will reach and welcome new 
people by expanding the ways in 
which we communicate what God 
is doing through the ministries of 
Hennepin.

3. We will heal a broken world by 
working to undo the harm that 
church and society have caused in 
exclusion and discrimination through 
systemic forms of oppression against 
all marginalized people including the 
LGBTQ community.


