
8:30am   
Sacred Journey

 
April 18, 2021   You are Witnesses

Prelude         Don’t Really Know What’s in  Daryl Boudreaux &
      Store for Me Steven Hobert
        Interim Music Director

Welcome & Centering  Rev. Judy Zabel 
       Senior Minister

Gathering Song Light is Seen Farther  Steven Hobert 
      Than I Once Believed

and the Light is seen farther than I once believed

Poem  “A Blessing” by James Wright
      Read by Hannah Widmer Benson

Song  You Are Called To Tell the Story  Steven Hobert

You are called to tell the story,
passing words of life along,

then to blend your voice with others
as you sing the sacred song.

Christ be known in all our singing,
filling all with songs of love.

You are called to teach the rhythm
of the dance that never ends,

then to move with in the circle,
hand in hand with strangers, friends.

Christ be known in all our dancing,
touching all with hands of love.

May the One whose love is broader
than the measure of all space

give us words to sing the story,
move among us in this place.

Christ be known in all our living,
filling all with gifts of love.

Blessing the Space Between Us  
  



Gathering Prayer  Rev. Frenchye Magee
       Associate Pastor

When we are blinded by anger,
you pour out your love
for all to see;
when we wonder
what tomorrow will bring,
you call us to trust in you;
when sadness fills our lives,
you plant gladness in our hearts.
God of Easter:
touch us with your grace.

You show us your hands,
so we may reach out
to mend the broken;
you show us your feet,
so we may walk with
those the world passes by;
you show us your face,
so we may know what
Our siblings in Christ look like.
Risen Christ:
touch us with your compassion.

You open our eyes,
so we may see God’s love;
you open our minds,
so we may welcome God’s Word;
you open our lips,
so we may be God’s witnesses.
Spirit of Hope:
touch us with your peace. Amen.

The Scripture                        Luke 24:36b-48 (New Revised Standard Version)
       Bonnie Carlson-Green 
     Lector

While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among 
them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” They were startled 
and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said 
to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in 
your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. 
Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as 
you see that I have.” And when he had said this, he showed them 
his hands and his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving and 
still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 
They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their 
presence.

 Apr 11 Witness This!   
  Stranger Things  
  John 20:19-31

 Apr 18 Witness This!   
  You are Witnesses  
  Luke 24:36b-48

 Apr 25 Witness This!   
  I Have Power   
  John 10:11-18

 May 2 Witness This!   
  Believe It!  
  John 21:1-14

 May 9 Witness This!   
   A Greater Love
  John 15:9-17

 May 16 Witness This!   
   Another Lord’s Prayer
  John 17:6-19

 May 23 Pentecost 
  Witness This!   
  Windswept
  Acts 2:1-12

 May 30 Witness This!  
  Peter
  Acts 2:14-18, 32-33, 36-38

 June 6 Servant Sunday
  This is My Story
  Stephen
  Acts 6:1-15

 June 13 This is My Story
  Tabitha/Dorcas
  Acts 9:36-42

 June 20 This is My Story
  Lydia/Slave girl
  Acts 16:11-40

 June 27 This is My Story
  Ethiopian Eunuch
  Acts 8:26-39



Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you 
while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the 
law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then 
he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said 
to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise 
from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness 
of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.

The word of God for the people of God,
Thanks be to God.

Song  Into the Eyes  Steven Hobert 

I have glimpsed into the Eyes of my Sister
seen a child who is afraid of what’s inside

afraid to board that train and ride

I have peered into the Heart of my Brother
seen a soul who is afraid of his own eyes

and the beauty there inside
‘fraid of his own life

and the beauty there inside

I have gazed into the Mirror of the River
seen the timid child who hides within my eyes

life distracted, buying time . . .

I have looked into the Eyes of my Brethren
seen so many lives 

tugged and twisted,
rolled, entwined,

seedlings of divine

Oh the Ocean’s calling me 
in the hollows of the trees
in the depth of drop of rain

is the story of a Way
and if time will not explain

we shall roll with every wave

I appeared into the Eyes of my Brethren
We’ve seen glimpses of the deep

in the eyes of our eyes
in the hearts of our hearts

in the eyes within our eyes
in the hearts within our hearts

Sermon You are Witnesses Rev. Judy Zabel

Sharing the Peace  

Invitation to Prayer

In Our Prayers This Week

Births
Riley Potter-Hobert, b. 02/24/21

Baptisms
Chase & Arwin Nowak 
 bap. 3/13/2021

New Members
Rachael Acevedo-Hoffmann
Sandi Gordon
Krista Grosland
Zach Hoffmann
Justin Long
Ryan Machtme

Deaths
Dorothy Woodard, d. 03/31/2021
Charles Gene Hutchinson (Chuck) 

d. 02/24/2021
Shirley Johnson, d. 03/02/2021
Jeffery Graham, d. 03/14/2021

In Recovery
Karen Peterson
Megan Hanson
Lori Sturdevant

Care Center
Evelyn Welsh

Recovering at Home
Andrew Hackett (former HAUMC 

organist)
Donna Long

Prayer Requests
John Anderson
Anna Nygren
Carolyn Radke
Danielle Anderson
The Nsude Family
Mike Chatt
Carol Edblom 
James Hlavka 
Don & Janice Selger
Judy Strandmark
Carrie David
Lorelei Larson

Prayers for Our Congregational 
Life & Work

That the vision of being an anti-
racist congregation would be 
life-giving and transformational; 
that our witness to the work and 
love of Christ in the world would 
be authentically inclusive.



Music During Silent Prayer      Seeing the Inner Sea  Steven Hobert
             (Squeeze Box Meditation #2)

Prayers of the People  Rev. Frenchye Magee

How do we find the faith to believe the story of Easter, Jesus?
How do we grasp its truth?
We can only accept it;
refusing to reduce it to scientific debate
or historical literalism
kneeling with humility and awe beside the blood-stained cross
and the empty grave;
For then, we are your witnesses.

How do we understand the mystery of your death and life, 
Jesus?
How do we explain it?
We can only live it;
allowing it to permeate every grain
of this earth that forms us,
every thought, every priority, every act and every interaction,
For then we are your witnesses,
and you deserve nothing less from us.

Amen.

Life Together   Rev. Judy Zabel

Song  Whatsoever You Do Steven Hobert

Whatsoever you do for the least of my people,
that, you do unto me. (2xs)

When I was hungry you gave me to eat,
when I was thirsty, you gave me to drink,

when I was homeless you opened your door,
fleeing for safety you pulled me on shore.

Now enter into the home of the Lord of Love.

Whatsoever you do to the least of my people,
that, you do unto me. (2xs)

Whether I was Black, or Native, or White,
mocked and insulted, this hate you did fight,

when I was laughed at, you did not hide,
walked with my brethren with love by their side.

Now enter into the home of the Lord of Love.

Whatsoever you do to the least of my people,
that, you do unto me. (2xs)

Prayers for Our Community
For Daunte Wright, whose death 

reminds us of the fragility of life 
for young black men: may his 
memory be a blessing to all who 
knew and loved him; may his 
family be comforted in their grief. 
May our community grief lead us 
to growth, and our sorrow spur 
us to systemic change.

For Mayor Mike Elliott and the 
civic and community leaders 
of Brooklyn Center, that they 
may have courage, compassion, 
wisdom, and strength.

For grace, as we walk together 
through the journey of justice 
for George Floyd; for all people 
who work daily to create 
transformation, healing, 
and understanding in our 
neighborhoods, our cities and 
our state.

Prayers for Our Nation
For an end to the random 

violence against Asian-
American persons in our 
communities.

For women and children seeking 
safety and asylum at our 
southern border, that they 
would not be harmed, and find 
hope and patience.

Prayers for Our World 
 In a Time of Pandemic
For our world in pandemic, we 

offer thanks for healthcare 
workers and those who support 
them; their comfort and care is 
the face of love for their COVID 
patients. May they be blessed 
with strength, courage, and 
rest. We give thanks for all 
those whose knowledge and 
energy has given the world 
hope through the vaccine. May 
they be guided to effective 
scientific discovery that 
benefits humanity.

We give thanks for the community 
of leaders in government and 
civic organizations tasked to 
serve the common good. May 
peace and wisdom guide their 
decisions so that economic 
stability would be restored.



Closing Blessing     Rev. Frenchye Magee

Ahh-men, Ahh-women, Ahh-children,
     Ahh-animals, Ahh-creation, Awe!!!

Postlude Dances with Wind n Light Steven Hobert

Worship Leaders today: 
Rev. Frenchye Magee, Associate Pastor

Rev. Judy Zabel, Senior Minister
Steven Hobert, Interim Music Director 

Daryl Boudreaux, percussion
Hannah Widmer Benson, Reader

Bonnie Carlson-Green, Reader
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Clergy
Frenchye Magee, Associate Pastor
Judy Zabel, Senior Pastor
Jim McChesney, Pastoral Care/Visitation
Gloria Roach Thomas, Pastoral Care & 
Visitation 

Ministry Staff
Rick Belbutoski, Director of Youth & 
Young Adult Ministries
Lynne Carroll, Director of Children & 
Family Ministries
Donald Livingston, Principal Organist
Michelle Gehrz, Assistant Organist
Mary Martin, Director of Dignity Center & 
Outreach Ministries
Mark Squire, Director of Music & Fine Arts

Twin Cities District
Superintendent
Dan Johnson

Minnesota Area Bishop
Bishop David Bard,
Interim Bishop of the Minnesota  
Annual Conference

Hennepin Avenue United Methodist Church
511 Groveland Avenue
Minneapolis, MN  55403
www.haumc.org
612-871-5303

Our Strategic Initiatives
1. We will grow in love of God and 
neighbor by intentionally building 
a multi-racial beloved community 
inside and outside our church walls, 
working to advance racial, economic, 
and environmental justice for all.

2. We will reach and welcome new 
people by expanding the ways in 
which we communicate what God 
is doing through the ministries of 
Hennepin.

3. We will heal a broken world by 
working to undo the harm that 
church and society have caused in 
exclusion and discrimination through 
systemic forms of oppression against 
all marginalized people including the 
LGBTQ community.


