
You are invited to read aloud the bold text.

We Gather to Worship God

Prelude Kommst du nun, Jesu vom Himmel  J. S. Bach
    herunter auf Erde, BWV 650 
    (Come Now, Jesus, From Heaven to Earth)
    Donald Livingston, Principal Organist
 
Welcome  Laura Hannah 
     Associate Pastor

Opening Hymn God, Who Gives to Life Its Goodness NETTLETON

God who gives to life its goodness,
God creator of all joy,

God who gives to us our freedom,
God who blesses tool and toy:

teach us now to laugh and praise you,
deep within your praises sing,
till the whole creation dances
for the goodness of its King.

God who fills the earth with beauty,
God who binds each friend to friend,

God who names us co-creators
God who wills that chaos end:
grant us now creative spirits,

minds responsive to your mind,
hearts and wills your rule extending

all our acts by Love refined.

Litany of Praise  Kay Nelson 
     Lector

Oh, how I love your Scripture, Lord.
I rejoice in all that you have revealed. 

I ponder your Word all day long.
It makes me wise and never becomes obsolete.

Your law guides my steps and keeps me from evil.
I stay on the path you laid out, avoiding any detours.
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Your directions never lead me astray.
With your instruction, I understand the true meaning of life.

I hate false propaganda and deceit.
But your Word, O Lord — your Word I love!

Anthem  With a Voice of Singing  
    Kenneth Jennings

With a voice of singing declare ye, and tell this;
Utter it even to the end of the earth. Hallelujah!

The Lord hath redeemed the servant Jacob. Hallelujah, hallelujah!

Make a joyful noise unto God, all ye lands.
Sing forth the honor of God’s name,
Sing forth the honor of God’s name;

Make God’s praise glorious.

Prayer of Confession  Rev. Marty Shimko

Eternal God,
we are quick to join
Abram’s doubt and impatience,
but we find it difficult to copy
Abraham’s faith and trust.
We want to believe your promises,
but the here-and-now problems of daily life
consume our focus
and erode our faith.
Open our eyes to your light.
Open our hearts to your love.
Open our minds to your possibilities.
Speak to us today, O God,
and strengthen our faith,
that we, too, may know
the everlasting power of your love.

Words of Assurance  

When God is with us, whom shall we fear?
The God of salvation will never forsake us.
God’s patience knows no limits.
We wait for the Lord.
Be strong and take heart.
In the name and love of Christ, we are forgiven!
Amen.

 Oct 3 Come to the Table
  Revelation at the Table  
  Luke 24:28-35

 Oct 10 Come to the Table
  Laughter at the Table  
  Genesis 18:1-15

 Oct 17 Greater Than
  We > Me   
  Acts 2:14-18

 Oct 24 Greater Than
  Investment > Quick Fix  
  Matthew 7:24-27

 Oct 31 Greater Than
  Abundance > Comfort  
  Malachi 3:10

 Nov 7 All Saints Sunday
  Greater Than
  Possibility > Status Quo  
  John 14:11-14

 Nov 14 Greater Than
  Stewards > Consumers  
  
 Nov 21 Greater Than
  Gratitude > Guilt 
 
 Nov 25 Community    
  Thanksgiving Service
  
 Nov 28 Signs for the Times
  Behold the Signs  
  Luke 21:25-36

 Dec 5 Signs for the Times  
  A Sign in Our Wilderness  
  Luke 3:1-6

 Dec 12 Signs for the Times
  A Sign God is Near  
  Philippians 4:4-7

 Dec 19 Signs for the Times  
  Signs of Life   
  Luke 1:39-56



Sharing the Peace  Kay Nelson

The peace of Christ be with you;
And also with you.

Please share with those around you, both in person and online, a sign or prayer of peace.

Hymn   How Firm a Foundation FOUNDATION

How firm a foundation, you saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in Christ Jesus, the Word!

What more can God say than to you has been said,
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

“Fear not, I am with you, O be not dismayed,
For I am your God and will still give you aid;

I’ll strengthen and help you, and cause you to stand
Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand!”

Time with Children  Lynne Carroll
     Director of Children & Family Ministries

Announcements  Rick Belbutoski
                                                                       Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries

Presentation of Bibles to Confirmation Class 

...for we are the people of God.

We rejoice in this step in your journey with God.
We pray God will guide you, your family, and us
   as you use this Bible in your home,
   in your confirmation class, and in our worship.
We will learn together and grow in our love for God's Word.

Thanks be to God.

 In Our Prayers This Week

In Hospice
Gay Bronakowski, mother of 

Cathryn Kasic

Upcoming Surgery
Josette Barsness

Care Center
Evelyn Welsh

Recovering at Home
Evelyn Anderson
Florence Marks
Rev. Jim McChesney
Ruth Lippin 

Prayer Requests
Darlene Fox
Carolyn Radke
Danielle Anderson
Mike Chatt
Carol Edblom 
James Hlavka 
Don & Janis Selger
Judy Strandmark
Lorelei Larson

Prayers of Thanksgiving and 
Wonder, From You, Our 
Community

Prayers of thanksgiving as we 
end a fruitful season of Sacred 
Journey. We pray for those 
blessed by this ministry. 

Prayers of thankgiving for Pastor 
Gloria Roach Thomas who is 
making lots of pastoral calls 
which blesses our community. 

Prayers for Our Congregational 
Life & Work

Prayers for new beginnings and 
a new season for alternative 
worship opportunities.

Prayers for the new contemplative 
services happening on Saturdays 
in October that these gatherings 
would be a blessing to all those 
that attend.



We Hear the Word

Scripture                                        Genesis 18:1-15  (New Revised Standard Version)
     Kate Kowalczyk
     Lector

The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at 
the entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. He looked up and 
saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from 
the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground. 
He said, “My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your 
servant. Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest 
yourselves under the tree. Let me bring a little bread, that you may 
refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have 
come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” And 
Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Make ready 
quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.” 
Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and 
gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. Then he took 
curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before 
them; and he stood by them under the tree while they ate.

They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, 
in the tent.” Then one said, “I will surely return to you in due 
season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.” And Sarah was 
listening at the tent entrance behind him. Now Abraham and Sarah 
were old, advanced in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah after 
the manner of women. So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After 
I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I have pleasure?” 
The Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, and say, ‘Shall I 
indeed bear a child, now that I am old?’ Is anything too wonderful 
for the Lord? At the set time I will return to you, in due season, and 
Sarah shall have a son.” But Sarah denied, saying, “I did not laugh”; 
for she was afraid. He said, “Oh yes, you did laugh.”

The word of God for the people of God;
Thanks be to God!

Message  Laughter at the Table Laura Hannah 

We Respond to the Word

Invitation to Give   Rick Belbutoski
Please visit haumc.org/give to make your offering online, or try our Text-to-Give option. 
Send a text to 73256 with the message: Hennepin $, followed by the dollar 
amount. For example: Hennepin $50 or Hennepin $25. You will receive a text 
reply containing a link. Tap to open the link and enter your payment information. 
You will automatically receive a receipt for your gift once it is submitted.

Prayers for Community and 
 Our World 
For people, communities and 

responders affected by natural 
and human made disasters.

For children near and far. That they 
will have safety, stability and care.

Prayers for our divided city and our 
divided nation.

For our country as we work to 
overcome COVID-19.

Prayers for Racial Reconciliation & 
Healing

We pray that God will help us 
recognize the sacred worth of our 
neighbor. Enable us to see the 
reality of racism so that we can 
uproot it from our communities 
and ourselves. 



Offertory For the Beauty of the Earth
    John Rutter
    Sanctuary Choir, recorded 2019

Doxology   LASST UNS ERFREUEN

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below:

Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Prayers of the People  Rev. Marty Shimko

...who find it difficult to forgive past wrongs done to them;
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

...who find it difficult to ask for forgiveness or forgive themselves;
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

...and who wonder how to find their way back;
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

...and who long for Your miraculous intervention;
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

...from grief, or loneliness, hunger, poverty, exhaustion, violence or 
illness;
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

In the name of Jesus Christ, the light of the world.
Amen.

The Lord's Prayer

Our God in heaven, hallowed be your name,
Your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 
forever. Amen

Sign the Welcome Pad 
and Let Us Know 

You Are Here!

Scan this QR Code on your mobile 
device to sign in to the Hennepin 
Ave UMC Welcome Pad or visit

haumc.org/welcome



Closing Hymn Sent Forth by God’s Blessing  THE ASH GROVE

Sent forth by God’s blessing, our true faith confessing,
The people of God from this dwelling take leave.

The service is ended, O now be extended
The fruits of our worship in all who believe.

The seed of the teaching, receptive souls reaching,
Shall blossom in action for God and for all.

God’s grace did invite us, and love shall unite us
To work for God’s kingdom and answer the call.

With praise and thanksgiving to God ever living,
The tasks of our everyday life we will face.
Our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring,

Embracing God’s children of each tribe and race.
With your grace you feed us, with your light now lead us;

Unite us as one in this life that we share.
Then may all the living with praise and thanksgiving
Give honor to Christ and that name which we bear.

Benediction & Sending  Laura Hannah

Postlude Gigue Fugue in G Major, J. S. Bach
    BWV 577 
    Donald Livingston, Principal Organist

Worship Leaders Today
Laura Hannah, Associate Pastor

Kay Nelson, Lector
Kate Kowalczyk, Lector

Lynne Carroll, Director of Children & Family Ministries
Rick Belbutoski, Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries

Donald Livingston, Principal Organist
Shari Speer, Mary Monson, Jim Ahrens, Mike Schmidt, vocal ensemble
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Clergy
Judy Zabel, Senior Pastor
Laura Hannah, Associate Pastor
Jim McChesney, Pastoral Care/Visitation
Gloria Roach Thomas, Pastoral Care & 
Visitation 

Ministry Staff
Rick Belbutoski, Director of Youth & 
Young Adult Ministries
Lynne Carroll, Director of Children & 
Family Ministries
Donald Livingston, Principal Organist
Michelle Gehrz, Assistant Organist
Mary Martin, Director of Dignity Center & 
Outreach Ministries
Mark Squire, Director of Worship &  
Fine Arts

Twin Cities District
Superintendent
Dan Johnson

Minnesota Area Bishop
Bishop David Bard,
Interim Bishop of the Minnesota  
Annual Conference

Hennepin Avenue United Methodist Church
511 Groveland Avenue
Minneapolis, MN  55403
www.haumc.org
612-871-5303

Our Strategic Initiatives
1. We will grow in love of God and 
neighbor by intentionally building 
a multi-racial beloved community 
inside and outside our church walls, 
working to advance racial, economic, 
and environmental justice for all.

2. We will reach and welcome new 
people by expanding the ways in 
which we communicate what God 
is doing through the ministries of 
Hennepin.

3. We will heal a broken world by 
working to undo the harm that 
church and society have caused in 
exclusion and discrimination through 
systemic forms of oppression against 
all marginalized people including the 
LGBTQ community.


